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pass this Appropriation Bill the fate of
the Liguor Bill is sealed and it is for that
reason 1 intend to support the continued
hanging up of this Bill. If the Govern-
ment have been acting illegally for
several weeks in spending money they
have my permission to do so for another
few more days.

The CHAIRMAN: 1 must now ask
hon, members to confine their discussion
to the question before the Commitiee.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: 1 move—

That progress be reported.

Motion (progress) put and a division
taken with the following resull:—

Ayes 12
Noes 8
Majority for .. 4
AYES.
Hon. J. F. Allen Hon. A. G. Jenklns
Hon. H. Carson Hon. E. J. Lynn
Hon. H. P. Colebateh |Hon. W. Patrick
Hen, J. F. Cullen Hon, A, J. H. Saw
Hon. J, Duffell Hon. C. F. Baxter
Hon, V. Hamersley (Teiler).
Hon. J. J. Holmes
NoES.
Hon. R. G. Ardagh Hon. E. McLarty
Hon. F. Connor Hoo. H. Millington
Hon. J. Cornell Hon. G. M, Sewell
Heon. J. M. Drew Hoa. A. Sanderson
{Teller).

Motion thus passed.
[The President resumed the Chair.]
Progress reported.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY : 1
move—
That the House at ils rising adjourn
until 3 p.m. toe-morrow.

Question passed.

House adjourned 11.10 p.m.
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PAPERS PRESENTED,

By the Premier: Return showing posi-
tion of audit of Governmeni Trading
Concerns as on 20th November.

By the Minister for Lands: Regula-
tions under the Industries Assistance
Act.

By the Minister for Works: By-laws
of Midland Junction municipality rela-
ting to motor traffic.

QUESTION—ROTTNEST ISLAND
AS A HOLIDAY RESORT.

Mr. SMITH asked the Attorney Gen-
eral: Now that the German prisoners are
being removed from Rottnest, will the
Government arrange to have the island
thrown open to the public for the Christ-
mas holidays?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
An endeavour will be made to have Roti-
nest Island available to the public by
Christmas, at all events for eampers pro-
viding their own requirements. The
buildings require considerable renova-
tions, and the camps are useless. YWhat
can be reasonably done in the short time
available will be done as soon as the
island is formally handed over by the
Military  Authorities, probably on
Wednesday next.
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QUESTION-—-WYNDHAM FREEZING
WORKS MACHINERY.

Mr. SMITH asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is it correct that portions of
the refrigerating machinery for Wynd-
ham were imported from Switzerland? 2,
As some of the cases bear German brands,
will the Government take steps to aseer-
tain where the machinery was manunfac-
tured? 3, In the event of the goods hav-
ing come from Germany, what do the
Government propose to do?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, The Diesel engines for installa-
tion at Wyndbam were purchased from
Sulzer Bros. of London, and have been
imported from their factory in Winter-
thur, Switzerland. 2, The whole of the
cases are marked “Made in Swilzerland”
—there is no indieation (hat any portion
is of German manufacture, The brands
menfioned are evidently the words “Brut-
to or Kilo,” meaning in “Gross weight in
Kilos.” As the German language is gen-
eral in this part of Switzerland, the use
of German terms may he expected in the
branding of machinery. 3, Answered by
No. 2. 4, The goods referred to have not
come from Germany.

[The Speaker took the Chair.]

BILL—WAR COUNCIL.

All Stages.
Introduced by the Premier, and read
a first time.

Second Heading. -

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan—
Brownhill-Ivanhoe) [3.9] in moving the
second reading said: The Bill now before
the Chamber was submitted this morning
to a conference of members of both
Houses of Parliament, because the War
Council itself originated, through the re-
quest of the Prime Minister of the Com-
monwealth, from & conference of mem-
bers of both Chambers, and the appoint-
ments were made by members then assem-
bled. Since their appointment the War
Council have met on several occasions
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and disenssed questions submitied to them
for consideration. Before we proceeded
very far, however, we discovered that we
had no status and no aulhority; that we
were hot responsible to anyone, and that
no one was responsible to us; that, in
fact, we were, as one member put it at
the time, groping in the dark. We found
there was a general desire on the part
of the public that some body should be
constituted which could guaraniee to the
public, in connection wilh appeals for
funds towards objects arising out of the
war, that the money was properly ae-
eounted for and expended on the objects
for whieh it was raised. At the present
time there are numerous funds in exist-
ence. Anvone ecan, without aunthority,
start a new fund and set about collecting
in the strects and elsewhere. The publie,
naturally being charitably inelined nnder
present conditions, do not as a rule stop
o reason whether any partieular fund is
required at all, or whether the fund, if
required, is in need of further contribu-
tions. The result is that some funds have
fair surpluses in hand, while others are
almost at the point of having to eclose
down. Again, in many cases a man eon-
tributes to a fund without concerning
himself aboul the manner in which it is
expended, but he at least likes to know
that the money he confributes has reached
responsible people and has been expended
for the purpose for which he contributed
it. As is well known, on “Western Aus-
tralin Day” a fair sum of money was
raised; and it has been stated fo me from
more than one guarter, by people who
knew the persons of whom they spoke,
that there were men colleefing in the
street who wonld never have obtained au-
thority to colleet if the proceedings had
been under the control of a responsible
committee. Further, we know that a num-
ber of people are making appeals on be-
half of the Red Cross Society. The Red
Cross Society is an international institu-
tion, recognised by international law; and
so long as the society keeps its operalions
within the rnles laid down by the inter-
national tribunal, it is protected. Imme-
diately it goes outside its special cbjects,
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however, it loses the protection of infer-
national law; and therefore we need to
be very careful as to the manner in which
funds are raised for the Red Cross
Society and disposed of for that society.
In the first place, we have the posi-
tion that in some cases funds have been
raised which were supposed to be en-
tirely in aid of the Red Cross Society.
and subsequently it has been found that
the persons making the collections have,
before paying over the funds, made de-
ductions in lhe nature of salary. That
was never intended. Therefore, we want
to have some guiding body who can as-
snre he public that appeals made are
necessary, and further, who can fur-
nish information to ibe publie in con-
neclion with the establishment of funds
and the expenditure of countribntions.
Over and above thaf, other powers have
been eonferred on the War Couneil by
the Federal War Council. There is the
organising of recruiting campaigns, for
instance. Up to date we have not in-
stituted a special reeruiling campaign in
Western Australia.  From inquires I
have made on behalf of the War Counecil
I learn that we are keeping up our pro-
poriion of the reinforcements; and I will
go further and say that if it were not for
the absurd action taken ir some cases in
rejecting applicants for enlistment, the
number of men joining the colours here
would be considerably larger. I saw yes-
terday a thoroughly able-bodied man,
who, having worked all his life as a
miner, could not straighten out his fingers
in Lhe same way as a boy can, and whe
was rejected on that acecouat.

Mr. Thomson: The military authorities
want miners, too.

The PREMIER: T am not going to
elaborate on that except to say that we
are asked to regulate a recrviting cam-
paign. Again, we are asked to establish
and c¢ontrol a medieal committee. The
medieal committee are to examine all men
passed out of our base hospital for the
purpose of deciding what i3 neeessary
in the way of artificial limbs or other re-
quirements prior to discharge. That
means that the committee of medical men
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wiil pass the discharged soldier over to
the Red Cross Society, who equip the
soldier with whatever is necessary, and
see that he iy properly and efficiently
fitted, so that he c¢an apply himself to
something after he has heen dischavged
from his military duties, The diffieulty
about the whole pesition, however, is that
at present the War Council have no eon-
trol. They are expected to take responst-
hility withont having any power. The
War Council consists of members of both
Houses of Parliament, and they are busy
men. I do not wonder, therefore, that
a number of them have objected stren-
nously to aftending meetings merely for
the purpose of being told what to do—
eventually being told, if they aitempt to
do it, to mind their own business. As
the publie are urging, and rightly urging,
that ihere should be betler control of the
various funds, this Bill has been intro-
duced.  The objects, in ihis connection,
are to ensure that a fund proposed to be
started is really needed, that the purpose
is a good and useful one and that the
money 15 expended in the proper direc-
tion, We provide thai no fund shali be
established or collection made without the
aulhority of the War Council. We thought
that we might have power to prevent in-
diseriminaie street collecting through the
Police Act, but we find we have not,
that if a man is begging for any but
his own special benefit, we cannot inter-
fere with him, and so he can ecollect for
any fund. 'The Bill will prevent that.
Certain exemptions are provided, and in
Clause 4 provision is made for a penalty
of £108, That is really the whole of the
eomtents of the measure. 1 submitted it
this morning to members of both Cham-
hers and they agreed that the necessity
existed for something of the kind. The
last eclanse provides that the Governor
may at the termination of the war dis-
soive the council, but in my opinion the
need for such a council will be even
greafer after the termination of the war
than it is to-day, for 'we will then have
large numbers of able-bodied soldiers re-
turning to the State and, of eourse, look-
ing for work.



2502

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Does paragraph
(h) of Clanse 3 mean that vou can forei-
bly take funds frem any committee?

The PREMIER: No. The War Coun-
eil bave no intention of interfering with
the control of funds already established,
or which will be established, by authority.
But the council wish lo be able to keep
in touch with all the various funds, and
to have power to compel any committee
controlling a fund to produce properly
andited statements and give full pariicu-
lars of the disposal of the fund to the
eouncil, who in turn can satisfy the pub-
lic that everything is all right.

Hon. Frapk Wilson: What abont ex-
isting funds?

The PREMIER : Under the Bill exist-
ing funds can be controlled. They will
all come under the provision of the War
Council, hut we do not wish to make our-
selves a superior body to, say, the Reid
"Cross Society, in respect to {he expendi-
(ure of their money. We only desire to
secure by legislative enactmment the right
to act as an authority to assure the publie
who are eontributing fo these funds that
the objeet is a good one and that the
money is being expended in the desired
direction, More than that we do not
want.

Mr. Bolton: At South Fremantle there
is £200 lying to the credit of the local
Red Cross Society——

The PREMIER: Then you have no
right to hold that money. There is ne
such society in Fremantle. There is a
so-called Red Cross Soctety, but you have
ne right to hold any funds, No branch
of the Red Cross Society ean hold funds
without the aunthority of the eentral as-
sociation. The Red Cross Society is an
international institntion and no persons
can properly form themselves into a
branch of the Red Cross Society without
the permission of the central authority,
who will require that all the money col-
leted be gent to the central fund.

Mr. Thomson: Buti it is done in hun-
dreds of cases.

The PREMIER: Yes, and it indicates
the necessity for this legislation.
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Mr. Harrison: In country distriets
meney colleeted is sometimes held until
the lists arve compleie before being for-
warded to the central aulhority. The
money so held must be put in some safe
keeping.

The PREMIER: But in many cases
persons in small towns without any au-
thority form themselves into commitiees
and eall themselves a branch of the Red
Cross Society. There is only one body
anthorised to establish branches of the
Red Cross Society in Western Australia,
namely, the Western Australian Braneh
of the British Red Cross Society. I know
of ecases where so-called branches have
been formed and have declined io hand
over the money to the controlling body.
Under ibe Bill, however, unless they com-
ply with the eonditions set out they can-
not appeal to the public for funds in the
lirst place.

Mr. Harrison: [ know of a branch
that sends down 75 per cent. its eollec-
tions and retains the rest in order to
purchase material for the work.

The PREMIER : If the proper anthor-
ities hpprove of that there is nothing to
prevent it.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! This discus-
gion can take place at the proper time,
when in Committee.

The PREMIER: 1 do not want any
Committee discussion. However, if the
House considers that a War Council, con-
sisting of balf a dozen or more men hold-
ing responsible positions and prepared
to give their time and attention to the
subject, can be appointed and have these
powers given to them, I ask that it be
done with a view to protecting the in-
terests of the public. We cannol get men
to give the time unless they have legal
status. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time,

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)
[3.24]: As one of the committee ap-
pointed by the joint meeting of members
of both Houses, I ean endorse what the
Premier has said. The committee cer-
tainly has found that it has no status,
and it is idle for the members of that
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committee to go on meeting without be-
ing uble lo transaci any business, We
require some power of this description
conferred on us by legislation. Whether
the Bill is full enough to cover what the
Premier has outlined, T am not able to
say at present. It seems to me we shall
not have quite such full powers as the
Premier thinks. However, we can dis-
cuss that in Committee,

The Attorney General: A great deal
can be done by regunlation,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, but the
regulations can only be within the four
corpers of the Bill. The Red Cross
funds that have been established are al-
together too numerous. Private individ-
nals, with a very worthy object, have
in many ecases banded themselves {o-
gether into so-called branches of the Red
Cross Society and have set to work to
collect. They are essentially worthy
people, working with the best intentions,
but it is an undoubted fact to-day that
one cannot walk the streets of Perth or
even of the suburbs without being re-
quested to subscribe to numerous funds.
It is essential in the interests of . the
public that we should have some con-
trolling power to deal with these funds.

The Premier: The latest fund estab-
lished is ‘‘The Returned Soldiers Bugle
Band Fund.”

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I have been
nearly maddened by youngsters learning
to play the bugle—I have one at home—
and I would not be inclined to contri-
bute to that fund. The matier of re-
cruiting is a very important one in
every sense, not only in respect to the
question of regulating recruiting, as
stated in the Bill, but also in respect to
the encouraging of recruiting. It seems
to me that unless some central body
makes it its business to organise, we will
get no organised resulf. We have had
splendid results np to the present, but
the time is at hand .when we will have
to make greater efforts. An organisation
of this description will he of great assist-
anece. We want to obviate any undue
interference with the efforts of the eiti-
zens, but we do want also to direct their
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efforts into proper channels. Within the
last 24 hours I bave beard of funds lying
to the credit of so-called branches of the
Red Cross Society. The member for
South Fremantle (Mr. Bolton) referred
to a case in which a couple of hundred
ponnds is involved. In other instances
considerable sums are lying in different
banks throughout the State to the credit
of those so-called branches. That money
ought to come into some central fund and
be utilised. Therefore, if by passing of
this measure the War Council can be
clothed with the necessary power to deal
with sueh cases it will be of great bene-
fit.

The Minister for Mines: 1t is far from
certain that all the money being sub-
scribed is finding its way into any fund.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Of course.
with hundreds of people collecting, and
that without any control, there must be
some such eases, However, I think we
should pass the measure, and if any de-
sirable amendment oecurs we can effect
it in Committee. But we do noi want
to interfere with the destination of the
Red Cross fund or any other iegitimaie
fund. If one has already contributed to
a fund he is entitled to know that the
money will be utilised for the purpese
for which it was subseribed. That
ought to he the case right through.
Every society that is formed by permis-
sion under this Aet then the regulations
ought to provide that the money will be
utilised for the objeet for which it was
originally donated.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [3.31]: If
power were given to the central commit-
tee to look after this parficular fund it
would increase the national effort right
throughout the State and stimnlate if.
In the «country disiricts there are
cenires where people are meeting and
efforts are made to stimulate and in-
crease the fund, and at the termination
of the war the fund will be needed for
thyse who nof only are maimed but who
have come hack from the front #nd whe
require to find work to do. I am sorry
it is necessary that steps should be taken
because every member must know that
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subgeription lists and cards are pre-
sented almost every day to them and one
cannot get the authority as to who in-
structed the colleciions to be made. On
severa) occasions I bave had represenfa-
tions made to me lo assist in some parti-
eular fund and I could not get at the
basis as to what the particular fund was
for. If that is the case with me, it is
the case with many others. With regard
to reeruiting, the leader of the Opposi-
fion has directed attention to that and
one of the particular efforts should be in
that direction. I support the measure.

Mr. CARPENTER (Fremantle)
[3.33] : T agree with the Bill for the set-
ting up of a council with the necessary
powers. Some time ago I introduced to
the House some provision n connection
with wounded soldiers. It so lLappened
that at that time a Federal war connecil
had been started. Now we have a State
war eouncil who find themselves without
legal powers. So far as the providing
of employment and giving relief to re-
turned soldiers is concerned, there are
no two opinions amongst members as to
the necessity for such work, and the work
will take & considerable time after the
wat s eoncluded. 1 want to raise a word
of warning against the provisions of the
Bill as to the collection and distribution
of the money. It is quite true the collec-
fion of mouey has been taken in hand
by some more or less recogmised author-
ity. Sometimes the efforts are by persons
residing in a local centre and these per-
sons have io establish committees and
spend some of the funds collected. The
Red Cross Society has been referred tn,
but no effort has heen made by the West
Ausiralian Branch of the Red Cross
Society to interferc in any way with any
local commiitees in any part of the Statc.
I know Fremantle, faced as we are with
a base fhospital in our midst, was one of
the first places to establish a Red Cross
Society. This society was established by
the mayor and councillors at a publie
meeting. Money has heen collected and
spent in providing comforts in connection
with the hospital, and the various build-
ings eonnected with the haspital. Only
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last week did we receive intimation from
the Red Cross Society that ihere was a
recognised constitution under which every
red ecross branch was supposed to exist,
and operate. I very much fear that as
soon gs it becomes known that the varions
local committees have to submit to the
control of some eentral body authorised
by the Government, they will resent the
intrusion of that body, but what I would
like to know from the Premier is to what
extent or in what manner will the eontrol
be exercised ¢

The Premier: Any manmer in whicl
the committee think is in the publie in-
terests.

Mr. CARPENTER: In Fremantle, we,
under the authority of the mayor and
councillors, established what we thought
to be a Red Cross Branch Soeciety and
money was collected and good work was
done. The commiitee has distributed
some of that money. If in the outlying
snburbs the subseribers refuse to belong
lo any one central body, how will they
come under the direetion and contrel of
the Government? I do not want to see
any action taken which will in any way
hamper the good efforts and the bona fide
efforts by any loeal body.

The Premier: It will be rather to en-
conrage them.

Mr, CARPENTER: 1f that is the cage,
[ am content. T hope the Premier will
make it quite clear from the beginning
that that is to he the case,

The Premier: I have already made it
clear.

Mr., CARPENTER: May I put it in
this way as an illustration. Now and
again a small daughter of a house decides
to have a bazaar in the home and cireu-
larises her friends and holds the hazaar
on a Saturday afternoon and makes from
£10 to £20, which is a very laundable
thing.

The Premier: That will be encouraged.

Mr. CARPENTER: I want to make
it elear from the beginning that nothing
will be done to prevent such a laudable
effort being made. Can the Premier say
what will be necessary in a cage like that
to get the consent of the eentral body
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to the holding of such a bazaar? I do
oot want it to go abroad that the Gov-
ernment are ount to prevent everyhody
from doing what they can for the benefit
of the returned soldiers.

The Premier : It ig the reverse, we want
to do more than we are doing.

Mr, CARPENTER : I aecept that assur-
ance. I do not want the carrying of
the Bill to create a wrong impression. I
do not want to prevent the efforts of
many who are honestly doing what they
can for returned soldiers. With that
assurance I support the second reading.

Mr. GRTFFITHS (York) [342]: I do
not think this Bill will require much de-
bating. There is a multiplieity of
funds started and it is gratifving
to see that these funds have been
started in ont-distanced places. In some
cases too many funds have been started
and there has been no control
In some cases a central committee has
been formed and already a good deal of
work has been done. There has been a
good deal of wasted effort through wrong
information given and I believe the cen-
tral committee will remedy that wrong.
I think the institution of some controlling
body suech as that foreshadowed in the
Bill will stimulate rather than hamper
operations.

Mr. Carpenter: I did not say it would
not.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I think it will have
a good effect. More than that it is not
necessary for me to say at this junecture.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM  (Greenongh)
[3.43]: Some short time age a war coun-
cil was elected by the members of both
Honses and it has been thought since
that they cannot carry on operations
without they have some anthority and
since the council has bheen formed it is
essential to authorise their requirements.
Without having funds at their disposal
and some control of the funds they are
powerless to aet. T have heard people
ecomplain that they are met at almost
every street corner by collectors for
one fund or another. It is a landable
objeet, and I appreciate the patriotism
of those who interest themselves in mak-
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ing collections for such objeeis, but most
people who subseribe like to know the
authority on which the money is beiug
collected, and how it is to be used. They
are anxzious that it should be used to the
very best advantage, but this cannot be
done unless there is some general con-
trol. There is one elause in the Bill 1o
which I would like to refer, namely,
Clause 4, which provides a penally of
£100, T think that this penalty will be
rather high.

The Attorney General: That neans
the maximum. You could have a penalty
of 5s.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: It might seare
some of the people from taking the risk
uf collecting money at all. I am only
giving this as a note of warning. We
must recognise that most people who
have been colleeling in the past, even if
they @id bave the autherity io do so,
were doing it with the best of motives,
and I think that there is a possibility
of people going on collecting for some
little time until they have got a general
knowledge of the effect of this measure,
1 therefore think that the high maximum
penalty provided for here might be re-
duced.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitlee.

My, Holman in the Chair; the Pre-
mier in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.

Clanse 3—Powers of Council:

Mr, FOLEY: I bave for some time
been a member of an advisory commit-
tee on hospitals and convalescent homes
in the State. That body is representa-
tive of all the, interests of the com-
munity. The powers given to the mem-
hers of that committee are set forth in
the following cireular:—

It is recommended that in each State
ap Advisory -Committee shounld be con-
stiiuted, represeniative of various in-
terests, and to include two members of
the Federal Parliamentary War Com-
mittee, and if possible two ladies, out
of a tota! of seven. 2, These commit-
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tees, on behalf of the publie, will be
empowered to inspect in each State the
military hospitals and convalescent
homes; to report on matters connected
with their business, management, and
to inquire into any complaints that
may arise in connection with the treat-
ment of patients. The committee will
also advise on maiters relative to the
reception in each State of wounded
soldiers from oversea, their transport
and distribution. 3, The committee
shall act in an advisory capacity to the
Minister, and shall not interfere with

the military administration or medieal -

work of the hospitals or homes. 4,
It is considered that in each State the
committee should be constituted to in-
clude—the two members represeniing
the Federal War Committee for that
State; Lord Mayor of eapital ecity;
two nominees of the Red Cross Society
{ladies) ; one nominee of {he Chamber
of Commerce; one nominee of the
Trades and Labour Council. The com-
mittee will eleet a chairman.. 5, It is
further songgested that the committees
have power fo add to this number by
themselves nominating two other mem-
bers. 6, In all States, matters con-
sidered by the committee to require the
attention of the Minister will be re-
ported by the committee to the Minis-
ter, who will forward a copy to the
Federal War Committee notifying ae-
tion taken thereon.

Under this clause there is power given to
visit hospitals and to visit boats as they
arrive, and for all the purposes set out
in this circular, As the Premier pointed
out when speaking, a hospital commit-
tee eannot make regulations dealing with
the conduet of the work without these
being drawn up within the four corners
of the Bill. T wonld like to see the war
council, as I am one of the advisory
committee, get into touch with the Prime
Minister or the Minister for Defence. I
believe the Premier has wired to the Min-
_ ister for Defence on the matter, and that
he has distinetly laid down that the hos-
pital eommittees, representing the var-
ious bodies, shall report to him direct. We
find this position. The Federal authori-
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ties first nominate and then appoint mem
bers to the hospital committee, and the
take the whole of the powers whicl
the hospital eommittee went aws
from them. There will bhe a sirang
position arising. A member of
hospital committee may go down ¢
the boat which is c¢oming in o
Friday morning, and see somethin
which is wrong, but the committee is no
allowed to interfere with the military o
medical aspeet of the position, and ha
only the care of the men so far as seein;
them fo a eonvalescent home or hospita
is eoncerned. If we see something wrong
instead of notifying the chairman of th
committee and having the matter at
tended to, straightaway, word has firs
of all to be gent to Melbourne, the Min
ister for Defence in turn sends it on t
the War Council, in Melbourne, and th
War Counecil send it over to the Stat
war eommittee, and by the time that th
action can be taken on it, the men, wh
are injured and suffering, may b
dead.

Hon., Frank Wilson: And yet you ar
a supporler of the referendums.

Mr, VOLEY: When the notificatior
came back to this war counecil it woul
have first gone from the advisory com
mittee to the Minister, then to the Fed
eral War Council, then to the State Wa
Couneil, then referred by the State Wa
Couneil to the Military Department, wh
wonld in turn refer it back to the Min
ister, and goodness only knows wha
would happen to the men concerned it
the meantime.

The Premier: You object to the repor
having to go to Melbourne before being
dealt with?®

Mr, FOLEY: I would like to see th
War Council take this matter up. S«
long as 1 am a member of the hospita
committee I am going, if I see anything
wrong, to advise the war commitiee, o
if T think the head of the Military De
partment can fix up the matter, deal witl
him direct. If we stick religionsly
the present position we eannot do this
1 want lo see the State War Counci
work as well as it ean in the direction o
endeavouring to get absolute contro
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over all other committees. It is just as
advisable {0 have eontrol over the hos-
pital committee as it is to have control
over the collection of money in the eity.
I hope the Premier will take the matter
up, and see that this anomaly is put
right. 1 am not going to stay on any
alleged advisory committee whilst this
red tape exists, and be unable to do any-
thing.

The PREMIER: We gsubmitted these
proposals to the Prime Minister and he in
furn submitted them to the Federal Par-
liamentary War Committee. 1t appears
that the Minister for Defence desires that
all hospital advisory committees should
make recommendations to him direct, but
no objection is raised to the committee
co-operating with the War Council. The
hon. member desires that, in the event
of a matter arising which requires im-
mediate at{ention, it should be reported

at once to the War Counecil or the mili--

tary authorities, without going through
Melbourne, and that the War Council,
being properly constituted should re-
ceive that recognition which would en-
able it to take immediate action o rectify
what was wrong. I lhink when this is
brought under the nofice of the Minister
for Defenee that in matters of urgeney
he will agree in the case of Western Aus-
tralia, which is so far away from the
centre of organisation, to allow this
course to be pursned. Otherwise, the
hospital cominitiee is going to be a huge
farce. That is a matter which we can
only deal with by representation to the
Minister, and cannot do it under the
Bill.

Mr. ROBINSON: The Premier might
explain the meaning of paragraph (b}
which refers to “holding” such collee-
tions. The word holding has quite a num-
ber of meanings. Does it apply to mak-
ing collections or reiaining them?

The Attorney General: It will cover

both.

Mr. ROBINSON: The difficulty is
that when we use a word which applies
in two ways, we might find one judge
saying that it applies to one and an-
other judge saying that it applies to
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another. I think in this case it applies
fo the making of eollections.

The PREMIER: Paragraph (a} of
the clause deals with the question of
regulating and contirolling collections. It
means that we can make regulations and
control a collection and use our discre-
tton to see that the money is expended
in the direction for which it is raised,
and ihen, for the purpose of doing that
satisfactorily, we must bave the control
of the committee holding the collections.

Mr. Robinson: 1 would like the Pre-
mier to control all collections already
made.

The PREMIER: We can control the
commitfees,

Mr. HARRISON: Wil paragraph
{b) permit of a cerfair amount of a
collection being retajned in a distriet for
the purpose of buying wmaterial and so
forth? For instance, a society may have
raised some money and deposited 75 per
ceni. of that money in a local bank and
spent the balance in buying material so
(hat the women mighi make garments at
their weekly meetings. ‘Would the Bill
permit them to keep that percentage
without the authority of the central com-
wmittee?

The PREMIER: There is no desire
on the part of the council to direct these
comititlees as to how they shall spend
the woney, but they must get the anthor-
ity of the council to raise the money for
u specific object. If local commitiees
raise money for a red cross purpose and
the Hed Cross Society agrees that 75
per cent. of it shall be sent to the central
fund and the balance may be retained for
local expenditure, the War Counecil will
not interfere in the slightest degree, but
the whole of the money must be accounted
for.

My. Harrison: Will it be necessary for
them to inform the central council a3
to what they intend to do?

The PREMIETR: Absolutely.,

Mr. HEITMANN: In Geraldton there
is a fund already totalling many hun-
dreds of pounds, which was collected in
the early days of the war and which is
being devoted to assisting dependants of
soldiers and to help these in distress in
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the town. Will that fund come under
the operation of the war ecommittee?

The PRIEMIER: It will. We had a
“Y\ est Australia Day” a little while back
and we raised money in every part
of the State for a specilic object. We
do not want to have a number of other
funds bewng raised in different parts of
the Slate for a similar object. 'The money
which is raised for palriotic purposes
should go into the one fund. We do nol
want a fund in Geraldton doing what a
fund down here might be doing. If we
perwit that to go on there will be diffi-
culties. There has been no co-ordination
of the work of ihe various organisations.
Our desire is to help them and lo assure
the public there will not be any over-
lapping, 1 can assure hon. members thal
these funds are going to become depleted
pretty suddenly and we want to say to
the public that everyone will receive the
same consideralion, no matter from what
part of the State the money ¢r the people
who are to benefii may bave come.

Hon. J. D. Counolly: Will this control
the newspaper funds?

The PREMI1ER: If we could control
the newspapers we would be doing some-
thing. There are quite a number of cases
where funds have been established and
where they do not know what to do with
the money. We will show them what to
do with it as soon as the Bill is passed.

Mr. THOMSON: In my distriet there
is an A.N.A. fund, and they have approxi-
mately £400 in band. The object in rais-
ing that fund was to provide for the
wounded or disabled soldiers of the dis-
triet. What will be their position? I am
seeretary of the Red Cross fund and we
have a considerable amount of money in
hand,

Mr. HEITMANN: I agree that in-
stead of the present indiseriminate and
more or less irresponsible collections
going on, we should have some kind of
system, in order that there might not
be any waste, and that the people might
know that what has been collected will
be put to the best possible use. The
moment we say that one of the local
funds is to be controlled by a eentral
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commitiee in Perth 1 am afraid some
enthusinsm will be lacking, but T recog-
nise all the same there should be some
control. 1 hope the eommittee will avoid
giving it the appearance of oflicial con-
trol. If we say that there is one com-
miliee which is to control the require-
ments as well as the collections, I am
alraid we will have fthe loeal people
saying that those in Perth do not know
the requirements of the loeal people, and
the enthusiasm will die down.

The PREMIER: I am not in a posi-
tion to say what aetion the War Council
will take. We had it in mind that it
should be composed of a body of reason-
able men who wonld give a great amount
of their time to help in all these matters
and not retard anything, and to co-or-
dinate the work and to prevent over-
lapping and to give a guarantee to the
publie that the money is necessary and
that the funds would be distributed in
the direction which was suggested when
the appeal was made to the public. I
am thoroughly convinced that all these
funds will find it is to their advantage
lo have this control, because it will give
confidence io the public and they need
not worry any further about the money
being received and properly accounted
for. There are cases where people have
heen approached by children, young pre-
sons and old persons, with an invitation
to eontribute.

Hon. Frank Wilson: And doubiful per-
sons?

The PREMIER: Yes, and doubtful
persons, and in many cases the members
of the public have never questioned the
object but have always been fearful of
the genuineness of the collector. Instead
of giving half a sovereign, which he
would do if he had a guarantee that it
would be devoted to the object set forth,
he would give a shilling and pass on.

Mr. George: And be uncertain whether
he had not been imposed upon.

The PREMIER: Quite so. We want
the public to reeognise that there is a
body protecting them and encouraging
the commitiees eontrolling suck fundas.
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Ii will be to the advantage of the funds,
as well as of the public.

Mr. GEQRGE: I weleome the pro-
posal. The central body would give
some authorisation to the district bodies
desirous of “collecting funds. The bona
fides of some of the collectors bave cer-
tainly been open to doubt.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: I approve of the
Bill, but doubt whether it will be re-
trospective.

The Premier: We are not going to es-
tablish any funds,

Mon, J. MITCHELL: No, but
council should control existing funds.
. The Premier; The control we propose
1s merely to see that the distribution is in
accordance with the object set out when
tbe appeal was made.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: There should be
power to control the collections already
made,

The Premier: That is in the Bill.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I{ is not in the
Bill and it should be made clear.

Mr. GREEN: I approve of the mea-
sure. Would the counecil provide that
the various accounts of the funds should
be properly audited? The accumulation
of funds ostensibly for charitable pur-
poses is often used by the exploiter to
rob the publie. We on the goldfields
have had bitter experience of people who
have promoted charitable carnivals and
never furnished balance sheels. A cer-
tain individual is secretary of a large
fund in the metropolitan area to-day and
no doubt thousands of pounds have
reached his bhands. If that gentleman
organised any charitable carnival on the
fields again, he would not be able to col-
lect a shilling because the* people know
him teo well,

Mr., ROBINSON: I suggest that in
paragraph (b) the word “holding” be de-
leted and the words ‘‘making or hold-
ing or having made or having received’’
inserted in lieu.

the

The Premier: It will mean reprinting
the Bill and I do not think the alteration
18 necessary.

Mr. ROBINSON:
eome the difficnlty

This would over-
voiced by various
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speakers. Further, would the War
Council have power to regulate reeruii-
ing? Paragraph {d) should be altered
to read “to regulate and encourtge re-
cruiting,”  The military authorities
might authorise the War Couneil to take
charge of recruiting.

The Premier: They have done so.

Mr. ROBINSON: The War Couneil is
not a military body,

The Premier: There is a military man
on the recruiting commiitee. .

Mr. ROBINSON: The military woal
not be likely to hand over the whole of
the recruiting to the War Council.

The PREMIER: The inclusion of the
word ‘‘encourage’! would be advisable,
but the fact that we are appointing the
War Council and giving them this power
shows our desire to enecourage reerunif-
ing. .

Hon. Frank Wilson: Can we give them
the power?

The PREMIER: I wired to the Prime
Minister on this point, asking if he con-
curred. The wire was submitted to the
Federal War Committee, who are con-
sulted by the Federal Government on all
questions arising out of the war, and
they stated that the proposed duties of
the War Council would meet with their
vigws. Already the War Committee have
appointed a military officer to render any
assistance necessary during a recruiting
eampaign. Some of the necessary powers
must come from the Federal authorities
and if the Federal authorifies took excep-
tion we could not operate. The Federal
anthorities, however, want the War
Couneil to do this, but they cannot con-
stitute 2 War Council, and we are doing
that with their concurrence, We might
make the paragraph read, ‘‘to regunlate
recruiting campaigns.”’

Mr. Robinson: That is vastly differ-
ent. °

The PREMIER: The War Council will
probably take on the whole of the work
in connection with the reerniting, The
only power in the Bill worth anything is
that power which we confer on the Fed-
eral Couneil. The balance, of course,
might be withdrawn by the Federal an-
thorities.



Clause put and passed.
Clauses 4, 5, 6—agreed to.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.)
-

Bill reported without amendment and
the report adapted.

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Couneil.

BRILI—T.AND ACT AMENDMENT.

Couneil's Amendments.
Consideraiion resunmed from the 18th
November of schedule of six amendments
made by the Council.

I'n Commitiee.
Mr. Holman in ihe Chair; the Minis-
ter for Lands in charge of the Bill.

No. 3—New clause; add the following
clause to stand as Clause 4:-—*Tn respect
of any land held under Conditional Pur-
chase lease, which is more than twelve
miles from any station or siding on an
existing railway, the Minister may ex-
empt the lessee of such land from pay-
ment of rent for any period up to five
vears, and may extend the term of the
lease, subject to the conditions set out in
the last preceding seetion™:

[The Minister for Lands had moved
*“That the amendment be not agreed
t0.’"]

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : When
this amendment was last before the
Committee I pointed out that it could
not be agreed to. 1 also said that the
loss resulting from its adoption would
be difficult to estimate. Sinece then
the Lands Reclassification Board and
the accountants of the Lands Depart-
ment have gone into the matter. They
admit that it is difficult to0 arrive at an
accurate estimate of the loss involved,
but they say it will certainly bHe be-
tween £20,000 and £30,000 per annum.
It must be obvious to the Committee
that we cannot write off revenue to that
extent. The figures I have quoted are
baged on the assumption that payment
of the rents will be only deferred, but
the amendment actually asks for ex-
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emption from payment, which means
that the money will be absolutely lost
to the State.

Hon. Frank Wilson :
the amendment.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do
not intend to go to that extent. I
believe the mover of the amendment
intended merely that payment should
be deferred, but evidently this proposed
new clause has not been carefully thought
out in ancther place. We are losing
land revenue directly at the rate of
£30,000 per annum, and the country
cannot afford an additional annual loss
of at least £20,000. It must be remem-
bered that the board appointed by Mr.
Bath did not recommend reduction in
the price of land, but recornmended that
rents should be deferred for five years.
The Government, while not adopting
the board's recommmendation, went fur-
ther by reducing prices. I hope the
Committee will not agree to the amend-
ment.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I consider that
especially people far from a railway
might well expect some relief of the
kind proposed by this new clause. The
report. of the board certainly favoured
the granting of exemption from rents
for five years to everybody. However,
the intention of the amendment is that
rents shall merely be deferred. The
Minister is wrong when he says that the
Government are sasked to give away
the money ropresented by these rents.

The Minister for Lands : Tt is arguable.

We can amend

Hon. Frank Wilson: The point
could easily be made clear.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: The relief

othorwise afforded uader the Bill is not
material excopt in & few instances.
I am sorry the measure does not provide
that all leases shall be for the term
of 30 years. The Lands Reclassification
Board and the accountants of the Lands
Department, in arriving at their estimate
of a loss of over £20,000 a year, seem
to have included land which has long been
salected.

The Minister for Lands: There is
no us¢ arguing about it. No one can
toll exactly what the new clause means.
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It has not been sufficiently considersd
elsewhere. The Governunent are going
to see that the community generally is
not unduly penalised in this connection.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Council's
proposal is reasonable, more especially
a8 applying to land which should have
been supplied with railway communi-
cation ere this.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Myself and three
or four members of the Country party
are vitally intorested in this amendment.
On the 21st October I submitted a new
clause not so sweeping as the Council's
new clause. My new clause dealt more
particularly with lands on which people
had been induced to scttle by the promise
of a railway. Though the Minister says
that the wording of this new clause puts
it outside the pale, we ¢an easily amend
it so as to bring it within reasonable
bounds. On the question of finance it
has to be remembered that a big loss
is ¢oming to the farmer this year. The
Minister should have sympathy with the
amendment. Money is dribbling out
of the farmers’ pockets in all directions.
The cost of living has very greatly
increased in the country districts, and
railway freights have gone up con-
siderably. In the other States, it has
been realised that the first five years
of settlement on the land is the crucial
period, and that the settler must be
given every consideration during that
stage. All the States have recognised
that exemption should be granted to
tho settler for the first few years. In
Queensland, in South Australia, in New
South Wales, and in New Zealand it
is unanimously agreed that too much
consideration c¢annot be given to the
settler in the pioneering stages. The
man on the land is working for posterity.
Many of the people in my electorate,
particularly those in the outside areas,
are in a very serions position. Some
of them are atill from 20 to 28 miles from
a railway. 1 have letters from some
of the settlers, who say that if they
eannot be brought within reasonable
railway communication they are going
to leave their crops standing. They can
soe no way out of the difficulty. Re-
cently I met a settler who, when I
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know him at Broad Arrow a few years
ago, was one of the finest athletes in
the district. To-day he is a middle
aged, grey-haired man. He told me
that if he could see any chance of getting
a railway, he would be content to battle
on. He asked me to see the Industries
Assistance Board and explain to them
that, although the amount allowed to
him was barely sufficient for the purpose,
he found that, by effecting economies
and living closely, he could manage to
spare a part of it if they would allow
it to he devoted to the education of his
two children in Fremantle. That was
refused. It struck me as being a rotten
pogition for & man to be redvced fo.
The settlers will starve themselves to
get o little education for their c¢hildren.
The amendment will serve to assist them
in & small way. In Victoria last year
a lands Commission declared that rents
should be very low for the first four
years, provided that the lessee resided
and improved. When, on a previous
occasion, I brought my proposed new
clause forward, the Minister said that,
whilst agreeing with my views, he
eould not see his way clear to accept
the clause. We should assist as much as
possible those people who have been
misled by the promise of & railway.

The Minister for Lands: Will you
agree to an _increase in the price of land
to compensate that cost ?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The seitlers say
that s reduction in the price of land
is not of soc much importance to them
a8 the granting of rmelief during this
trying period. Here is a letter sent on
to me from a meeting of farmers, who
passed the foliowing resolution :—

That this gathering of farmers
urge the member for the district to
try to impress the Minister for Lands
that ¢he Bill now before Parliament
as & means of affording relief to settlers
in this district is futile, ingasmuch as
no provision is made for a five yoars’
exemption, and we urge you to use
your utmost endeavours to get the

Minister to reconsider this. We wonld

like particularly to peint out that ap

to the present we have been unable to
pay even 6d. per mere and we do not
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~see how we shall be able to pay 6
~per cent. on the arrears.

They asked me to oppose the Bill if
such & provision was not inserted.
I promised that I would at least en-
deavour to induce the Minister to
extend to those sottlers on the outside
areas special consideration until such
time a8 a railway is provided. Our own
commission errived at the c¢onclusion
that five years’ exemption was necessary.
The settlers declare that although much
is being done for them, their geographical
position makes their proposition an
impossible one. Settlers will have to
pay anything up to 9d. per bushel to
get their produce to the railway station
and more than that in the extreme
limits. It is useless to attempt to get
& crop in otherwise. I hape the Min-
ister, if he ecannat accept the amend-
ment, will agree to do something to
reach the out-back settlers.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: I understand
the objection of the Minister to the
amendment is because of the effect it
will have on the revenue. The amend-

ment may be far reaching in its effecty.

but it can be amended so that it will give
an exemption to those who went to the
out-back areas believing that railway
¢ommunication would be cxtended to
them. The implied promise has not
been carried out. On account of the
abnormal conditions prevailing it is
impossible to say when railway com-
Jmounication will be extended to them.
Another objection to the amendment
is that the reelassification board, whila
recommending five years' exemption did
not recommend any reduction of rent.
That mey be true; but the Minister

pointed out that in places where a .

survey of a railway wss made, the
settlers were to be treated in the same
way a3 if the railway was constructed.
I move as an amendment—

That the Council's amendment be
amended by inserling after ‘lond”
tn the first line the words '* within
declared agricultural areas.”

Mr. WANSBROUGH: The Min-
istor stated that the State would be
losing £20,000 to £30,000 if the Council’s
amendment was accepted, but he over-

“support  and

[ASSEMBLY.]

looked the fact that £20,000 to £30,000
was being filched from the pockets of the
people in the areas referred to. That
fact should appeal to the Minister in
affording the settlers the relief which
the amendment suggests. If it is taken
into consideration that the £20,000 to
£30,000 which the State is supposed to
lose is based on 15s. an acre, what are
the settlers losing when the basis is
27s. 6d. an acre. I think the amend-
ment of the member for Greenough will
meet ths objection inasmuch as it will
be possible to specify certain areas to
which the relief shall apply. Reference
has been made to the inereased cost of
living in these out-back areas and 1 can
bear that out, because I am in receipt
of communications weekly from people
applying for inereased allowsnces from
the Industries Assistance Board. Farm-
ars keep only a limited number of stock
and no beef and the whole of their
means of living has to be obtained, from
the storckeeper. 1 hope the Minister
will accept the amendment and give
some relief to settlers which they will
not get under the Bill,

Mr. TAYLOR : The man on the land
or in any industry who is struggling
against adverse conditions has 1y
sympathy and I beliove he has had my
support ever since I have baeen in this
Housg, but when we find an amendment
of this character to relieve the people
who have already had relief, to the
amount of £30,000 a year, I think I am
safe in. saying that this State will be
making a present to the farmers of at
least £50,000 a year, or we shall be
receiving in the Treasury less revenue
to that oxtent. These people have
been on the land for some years and
have had a deal of practical support
from the Crovernment. There is no
body of men who have set out to
carve homes for themselves in any
part of Western Australia and have
reeeived the same amount of financial
spoon-feeding as  have
the farmers from this Government.
But there is a breaking point and we
are reaching the limit now. The farm.
ing sommunity and its representativea
in this House and another place should
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at least have some consideration for
the taxpayers of Western Australia,
and should not be so anxious to force
& proposition of this kind upon the
Government. 1 hope the Covernment
will have sufficient backbone to resent
an unreascnable proposition of this
character, and that the Minister will
stand to his guns and opposo it, even
if it means the loss of the Bill.

Mr. HEITMANN : I have found my-
solf in somewhat of a difficulty in con-
sidering these amendments. I have had
in mind from the beginning that a
mistake has been made in reducing the
price of land in some cases so as to
bring it dawn to considerably less than
the land is worth, and in other cases in
not sufficiently reducing the price of land
which was of less value owing to the
fact that, under the unwise policy
of different Governments of this State
we had settled farmers in parts where it
was impossible for them to make =a
decent living. I do not think it is
possible for any men to work under
worse ¢onditions for the time being than
the man who is struggling in the early
stages to make a living on the land.
There are, of course, other men who
are struggling to make a living in other
industries. Take the man who is en-
gaged in mining. There was my own
unfortunate brother, who told me that
if he could look forward to & run of four
good seasons he would lhave a reason-
able prospect of doing better for himself
than if he worked until he was grey-
headed in & mine. I am of opinion,
therefore, that there is not one industry
in the State in which simple manual
labour will give such a return to an
individual as the farming industry.

Mr. Griffiths: When it is within
reach of a railway.

Mr. HEITMANN : There are hundreds
of farmers in the State who are on the
high road to independence to-day, and
who practically started from nothing.
This makes me think of the poliey
of wvarious Governments in inducing
people with littlse capital to go on the
land and booming the land to & great
oxtent in areas where success, or other-
wise, rested solely on the facilities that
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wa could giva them tn take their pro-
duce to market. Without these facil-
ities it is impossible for these men to
get into a position of independence or
into a position which will enable them
to live decently. There are hundreds
of people who have been provided with
these facilities. With the sale of every
block of land there is an oblipation on
the part of the Government of the day
to provide facilities to take the produce
derived from it to market.

The Minister for Works : Not in every
instance.

Mr. HEITMANN: This obligation
oxists when the selector takes up a
block for tho purpose of getting produce
off it. There is very Lttle land now
which has been taken up which is not
provided with railway facilities. The
absence of such facilities is generally to
be found in those areas which were taken
up in the early days before survey.
It is a ridiculous proposition on the
part of any Goverament to invite the
poorest people of the country to go on
the land without the remotest possi-
bility of their being able to make a
success, and then immediately turn
round ond say ‘ we want so much rent
per year from you.” It puzzles me to
know how these people who are not
producing successfully, and have not
arrived at the stage when they can get
any return for their labour, are able
to got the money with which to pay
their rent.

The Minister for Lands:  Very often
it is Agricultural Bank money which
they are using.

Me. HEITMANN: Many of them
have now arrived at the stage when
they cannot rely on the Agricultural
Bank any longer, having borrowed to
their full extent. Instead of reducing the
price of land I honestly believe that it
would be worth a lot more to farmers
if we said to them, *° We will not expect
you to pay rent for a certain period.”
I really believe that this would have
been a far preferable method to have
adopted to that of reducing the price
of, land.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: That is one of
the recommendations of the board.



2814

Mr. HEITMANN : Yes. This matter
has been discussed in politics for quite
& number of years. The Minister must
know that these people who have not
facilities for taking their produce to
market cannot fairly be asked to pay
rent. If it can be shown that these
pecple can pay rent by some means,
I am prepared to support the Government
and say that we are not entitled on the
one hand to reduce the price of land, and
on the other hand to give them further
concessions in regard to the payment
of rent.

Mr. (George : 1f a man puts his money
into land honestly, he should not be
turned out with nothing, simply be-
cause he cannot pay his rent.

Mr. HEITMANN: I do not think
there is any danger of men being turned
off the land because of the non-payment
of rent. I am sure no Government in
the State would advocate this, nor
allow one of their Ministers to adopt &
policy which would mean turning a
man off the land if he had done & con-
siderable amount of work. I am of
opinion that the game of politics has
to a great extent spoilt our farmers,
as it has spoilt a great many people
working in industries in Western Aus-
tralia. On the one hand the Ministerial
party are prepared to give £250 from
the Agricultural Bank, and along comes
the other party, which is getting into
that position when it is likely to become
& power at the ballot box—

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hor.
member i3 getting away from the amend-
ment.
. M

show how the wvarious parties
assisted.

The CHATRMAN : The hon. member
must realise that I cannot allow such
8 discussion on the amendment.

Mr. HEITMANN : It is one of the
results of playing the game of politics,
no matter w at the cost is to the people.
We have led the farmer to expect from
the State help for all time, and the
sooner this section of the community
realises that they must become s little
more independent and must lean less

HEITMANN: I am going to
were
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on the State, the better it will be for
everyone generally.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM : I find that my
amendment will not give the relief that
I desired should be given. With the
permission of the House, therefore, I will
withdraw it.

Amendment by leave withdraw.

Mr. TAYLOR : I made some remarks
in eonnection with the assistance farmers
have been receiving during the past 15
years. The Public Accounts for the
financial year ended 30th June last,
show the amounts received by farmers
and the revenue outstanding, the state-
ment having been compiled irom re-
turns supplied by the various depart-
ments, We find that there is outstand.
ing no less a sum than £325,724.

Mr. Thomson : What for t

Mr. TAYLOR: One item is £153,168
on Jands. We find that the assistance
rendered to settlers totals £602,109.

Mr. Thomson: For which they pay
8ix per cent.

Mr. TAYLOR : They have not paid
anything yet, and are not likely to.
Let us now see how this amount is made
up.

The CHAIRMAN: I canuot allow
the hon. member to proceed on those
lines. He must confine himself to the
amsndment.

Mr. TAYLOR: I have made a state-
ment that this House has been more
than generous to the settlers, and that
we have reached the breaking point,
and that something like £70,000 has
been paid to the storekeepers by the
CGovernment on behalf of the settlers.
How can the Government pay if the
settlers are to be relieved of their ob-
ligations ?

Mr. PIESSE: There is much in
the amendment that should commend
itself to the House, and I regret that the
Minister has not taken & more kindly
view of it, seeing that it distinctly states
“The Minister may at his discretion.”
That, I submit, sufticiently protects the
State. The amendment has my sympa-
thy. It is intended to apply to a section
of the people situated in certain parts
of the agricultural areas of the State.
those who are more than 12 miles from
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a railway. TUndoubtedly, justice is due
to those people who are entitled to that
cousideration. I would like the Minister
to give special consideration to them,
particularly when it has been stated
by the Board appointed by the present
Government that exemption should be
granted to those people. It is true,
8s the member for York pointed out,
that many people are in & deplorable
condition, that is, those who are settled
more than 12 miles from & railway, and
there are many who are settled 17 and
18 miles away from a line, particularly
in the eastern end of my district, while
many have left their holdings, having
found it impossible to carry on the
development of the land. The member
for Mt. Margaret referred to the sssist-
ance which was given to the settlers,
but he forgot to say that last year the
lands returned a revenue to the State of
£372,876, whereas mining, to which the
hon. member also referred, only returned
£23,607.

The Minister for Lands:
indirect return from both.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon.
merober cannot discuss that matter.

Mr. PIESSE : There is everything to
justify the extension of the exemption
to & certain section of the settlers on
certain areas in the State. If the land
were the Minister's own property, and
he had sold on terms to those people,
he surely would readily grant exemption
from payment until they had estab-
lished themselves, We are convinced
tt is almost impossible for a man to
establish himseli on what is practically
a waterless area situated such a distance
from a railway. .

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: My mind
goes back to the end of last session
when one of the crimes urged against
my leadership was that I did not use
the power of the party to force the
Government to bring down this re-
pricing Bill. It was rather a sirange
thing on that occasion that the Minister
had given the member for Northam and
myself an cutline of what the Bill was
to be, and in sending out to the branches
of our association the reason for certain
actions, I told them exactly what the

Take the
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Minister had told us, and that was that the
land should be reduced to nrantically 158,
anacra ; that there should be no suspen-
sion of payments, that payments should
be 6d. per acre per annum, and that if a
man had been paying more than that
it would he credited to him by bringing
him cleser to his fee simple. I under-
stood that the Bill was to be a repricing
measure. The Covernment did not
carry out their promise to reduce all
land to 15s. per acre, but in some areas
it was reduced to considerably below 15s.
and T expect it would average less than
las. for firat-class land. The amendment
will not materially affect my constitu-
ency ; the repricing will affect it to a
far greater extent, for in many instanccs
land has come down from 25s. and 30s, and
cven 34s. to 12s. 6d. Consequently some
of my constituents are very anxious that
the Bill should pass. I have written and
told them why I voted against the amend-
ment, with which T was in sympathy,
namely, becauss we have the assurance
of the Minister for Lands and the Premier
that no amendment would be agreed to.
My constituents replied that this was
hiuff. However, 1 do not think Ministers
would bluff on a vital question like this.
We also had the assurance from the
rank and file of the Ministerial party
that they were not going to agree to any
amendments, that the Bill was a re-
pricing measure and not an amendment
of the Land Act. So I am in the posi-
tion that if any action of mine jeopardises
the Bill, T.will he doing an unkind thing
to my constituents. T have the strongest
sympathy for the small settler. It is
for him and not for the well-to.do iarmer
that I have been battling.

The Minister for Mines: That is the
grievance against you.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER : I have the
greatest sympathy with the man 12
miles or more from a railway, becanse I
am certain that under existing circum-
stances, such a man cannot make farm-
ing pay. On the other hand I do not
feel justified in doing anything to jeopar-
dise the Bill. This conce sion will
mean to the farmers £37,000 a vear
extending over 15 years. Assuming
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that hithertc a man whose land was
costing 2563, per acre had to pay ls. 3d.,
he will under the Bill find his land re-

duced to 123. 6d. and will have to pay
only 6d. per acre per annum ; thus he
will be receiving that reduction in rent.
On the other hend, essuming the Gov.
e-nment carry on with these people and
say, ‘‘ We are not going to press you
for the first five years, but you will have
to pay six per cent, interest on your
rent ' ; and taking the individuel area
at £60, and assuming that the lessse is
charged six per cent., if we capitalise
that for the five yvears it amounts to
£64. That is the interest he will have
to pay for this consideration; and the
question arises whether it is worth while
jeopardising a reduction in the capital
value of his rent of somnething like 50
per cent., bringing it practically from
£3,000 to £1,500, as against the £54 I
have referred to. The Committes can
hardly be expected to reduce the capital
value and not charge him rent. In any
case ‘“rent”’ is an absolute misnomer.
Rents are a part of that man’s purchase.
There is no rent about it. He buys a
block of land and gets 20 years in which
to pay for it, and the 6d. per acre per
annwn is not rent, but goes in the re-
duction of his purchase money. We
have to do what is best for our con-
stituents, although we may clash with
the interests of the constituents of other
members. If the Minister can see his way
to giving these men the consideration
they are asking for, nobody will he more
pleased than I ; but if I were to jeopar-
dise the Bill by any action of mine, if I
jeopardised the interests of my con.
stituents to help the constituents of my
friends, what position would I hold with
tha people who have trusted me ? The
people along the Wongan Hills railway
line are probably the greatest sufferers,
and the Bill will give them the greatest
relief ; but very few of my constituents
would be affected by the amendment.
I do notTwant to jeopardise the Bill,
80 I am_ placed in & most awkward
position. When the Bill was intro-
duced, I accepted the assurance that it
was a repricing of land Bill and not an
smendment of the}Land Act.
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The Premier: And it will remain &
repricing Bill or none at all.

Mr. THOMSON: We were told dis.
tinctly last session that we were to have
an amendment of the Land Act; now
we have a definite stafement that it is
simply a repricing Bill

The Minister for Mlnes: You never
got that promise at all.

Mr. THOMSON : When the Govern-
ment went to the country they had a
reclassification of Lands Bill as one of
the planks of their platiorm.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
will deal with the amendment.

Mr. THOMSON : As a modification of
the Council's amendment, I move—

That after the word “ land* in line
1, the words ** selected after 1st January,
1910 and ** be inserted.

Like the member for Irwin, I feel the
responsibility of casting a vote which
may mean the losing of the Bill, but I
have & duty to perform to those settlers
far from a railway who are looking for
the relief which would be afforded by
the amendment. If the Bill is lost the
rseponsibility will be with the CGovern-
ment.

The Minister for Lands : We will take
that responsibility. '

Mr. THOMSON : It makes one doubt
whether the Clovernment -were sincere
in bringing the Bill down.

The Premier : You do not understand
what sincerity means.

Mr. THOMSON : This is a matter par-
ticularly afiecting the settler.

The Premier: And the other tax-
payers of the State as well.

Mr. THOMSON : But the settlers far
from a railway are absolutely unable to
profitably carry on farming. Some of
the Ministers will bear me out in that
statement.

The Premier:
that.

Mr. THOMSON : Unfortunately it is
the men who have least capital who have
gone out to the most distant areas, and
£25 i3 worth far more to them during
the first few vears on the land than at
any, later; period.

We have admitted



[25 Noveamper, 1913.)

The Premier : What about a man who
goes on to s mining lease ! He might
got no return,

Mr. THOMSOX : Such a man would
have my sympsthy.

The Premier : Your sympathy means
you are going to ask them to contribute
five years payments for the men on the
land.

Mr. THOMSON : The Promier should
bear in mind the differenco between the
amounts recsived from lands and from
mining.

The Minister for 3Mines: Per acro of
occupation, mines produce more.

Mr. THOMSON : I have never decried
the value of the mining industry. There
are many settlers more than 12 miles
from railways, and the Minister should
consider whether he is going to keep
them on the land or not.

The Minister for Lands : If we have to
keep on spoon-feeding in this direction,
we must let them go off the land, be-
cause we cannot carry them.

Mr. THOMSON: 'That statement
about wpoon-feeding has been made
more than once and I deprecate it.

« The Minister for Lands: They got a
nillion of money last yenr.

Mr. THOMSON: And the
has very good security.

The BMinister for Lands: We do not
know yet.

Mr. THOMSON: To what industry
are the Government looking to pull us
through ?

The Minister for Mines:
pulled us through this year ?

Mr. THOMSON : My amendment to
the Council’s new clause will combat the
arguments of the Minister for Lands
that the new clause applies to all lands.
I am not crying poverty for these people.

The Premier : You are a stinking fish
farmer, and are doing more harm to
settlement than half a dozen droughts
would do.

Mr. THOMSOX : T resent that remark.
I am as great an optimist as the Premier.
The future of the State depends mater-
ially on the prosperity of the agricul-
tural areas, and if we are going to keep
the people on the land we must give
them this assistance. If the amend-

Minister
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ment is accepted, the Government will
not lose the enonmnous smount they
think they will.

The Premier: I promisa you they
will not because they will not :.gree to
the amendment.

Mr. THOMSON: Then the respon-
sibility will rest on the Governinent.

Mr. George: They want to throw the
Bill out.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I support
the Council’s new clause and oppose
the amendment, which would limit its
operations. The only amendment I
would support would be to delote the
words—"* which i3 more than 12 miles
from any station or siding on an exist-
ing railway,” so that all axisting saled.
tions would be rent frec for the first
five years in accordance with the re-
eommendations of the re.classification
board. The board spent several months
in the dry areas before they framed
their carefully prepared report. Their
recommendations stated :—

a. That mave in very exceptional
cases, and exclusive of the cost of
survey and improvements, 20s. per
acre should be the maximum price
within five miles of & railway; 15s.
per acre for land over ten miles, the
intermediate prices to be rearranged
on these lines by departmental officers.

b. That land sslected under residence
conditions in the * wheat areas"”
subsequent to 31st December, 1909,
may be exempted from rent for any
period not exeeeding five years during
the currency of the lease, and the
term of the lease proportionately
extended, the payment of the pur-
chase money being extended (freo of
interest) over 20 years exclusive of
the poriod of exemption; provided
the selactor proves to the satisfaction
of the Minister that he is unablo to pay
his rent, has complied with all the
statutory conditions of his lease (ex-
cept payment of rent) and is prepared
to pay interest at the rate of five per
cent. per annum during the period of
exemption on the rents overdue. If
this suggestion is adopted, we would
recommend that no transfer should be
allowed during the period of exemption
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unless all rents, and interest thereon
dus, are paid, and the other statutory
provisiong fulfilled.
¢. That all land selected wunder
residence conditions within an area
subdivided before selection in the
wheat belt, irrespective of date
selected, may have exemption on the
above lines either for five years, or
until three years after a railway is
built and open for traffic with a
siding within 15 miles, whichever is
the longer period, the total ex-
emption not to exceed ten yeara.
The Minister should note the worde
** irrespective of date eelected.”” We are
not getting the reduoction in price pro-
mised by the Government on the hustings
and we are not getting the exemption
recommended by the re-classification
board.

The Minister for Works: But the
price there was 20s. an acre.
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: And the

Minister hag put it up to 253. and refused
the exemption. The definite promise
of the Government was that the land
wounld be reduced to a price not exceed-
ing 156. an acre, and almost the whole
of the land in my electorate that comes
within a zone—and this applies prac-
tically to all the Great Southern districts
—is in Zone A at a meximum price of
268. an acre.

The Minister for Works: Tt is the
best land.
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: It is good

land, but until the classification of the
Midland Railway land was removed, this
land was in Zoneo B at 20s. an acre. The
classification shown on the map can be
described only as an administrative
freak.

Sitting suspended from 6'15 to 7-30 p.m.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: In recom-
mending the five-years exemption to all
gottlers who have shown their bons
fides the Lands Reclassifieation Board
said— -

We consider that the adoption of
these recommendations—
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These recommendations include five
Yeara exemption.

will benefit both the sslectors and

the State. If rent is demanded under

present conditions, it cannot be paid,
and the selector must go. It is not

a case of one or two, but of hundreds,

and that the State should turn these

people off their holdinge is of course
impossible. If they stay on with ex-
emption, the majority at the end of the
period should have their heldings in &
sufficiently improved condition to
afford reasonable prospect of meeting
their obligations to the State. If
not, it will at any rate prove that
either the man or the land is a failure.
Since the Government are not prepared
to accept the recommendation of five
years exemption for all settlers, I would
at least urge that that exernption should
be granted to settlers who are situated
more than 12 miles from a railway, as
proposed in the Council's amencment.
In my eloctorate there are numbers of
settlers situated more than 12 miles
east of the Yillimining.-Kondinin railway
who are fairly, justly, and honestly
entitled to the measure of consideration
proposed by the amendment. At the
time of the election, in company with a
Minister of the Crown, one of the most
able men in the Labour movement,
I addressed a meeting at Wogolin on
this particular subject. About 300
settlers were present, and the yndertaking
was given by me, with the Minister's
acquiescence and in his presence, that
although the board had recommended
five years exemption and a reduction
to & maximum price of 20s. per acre, the
Government would not carry out that
recommendation but would give the
gattlers reduced prices with a maximum
of 153. per acre.

Hon. Frank Wilson :
Minister ?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : The Minister
for Mines, Mr. Collier. So far as those
settlors are concerned, & large number
of them have their land in Zone A, the
price of which is 25s. per atre. So an
abavlute breach of faith has been com-
mitted as regards these Ministerial
announcements. Again, there are num-

Who was the
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bers of settlers distant more than 12
miles from & railway who are in an
awlkward position between the Yilli-
mining-Kondinin  reilway and the
Kukerin-Lake Grace railway. There is
a big area of land between those two
railways which, in the present financial
position of the State, cannot bé served
by a railway, although such a course
will be justified later on. The very
least that can be done for those ssttlers,
who are not getting the reduction of
price promised by the Government, is
to give them five years exemption from
payment as proposed by the Legislative
Council’s amendment. Again, east of
the Wickepin-Merredin railway there
are numbers of settlers inore than 12
miles from a railway who must be ulti-
mately served by an extension of the
Yillimining-Kondinin railway to Merre-
din. Those settlers who have been
deceived and misloed as regards rainfall
and as regards the provision of railway
facilities should at least have relief from
payment of rent. The member for Mt.
Margaret contended that these people
were trying to evade their just obliga-
tions to the State ; but that is totally
incorrect. The member for Irwin seem-
ed to me to contend that this amendment
will affect the well-to.do settlers. If
that was the hon. members’ idea, I wish
to say that such is not the case. The
well-to-do settler is the man within easy
distance of a railwey, and under the Bill,
apart from this amendment, he is the
man who will get by far the largest
measure of relief. The man absolutely
in danger of being driven off his holding
is the man more than 12} miles from an
existing railway, and he is absolutely

unable to meet rental payments to the .

" State at the present time. That has
been pointed out by the Lands Reclassi-
fication Board. The Bill itself I rezard
as more & deficit relief Bill, than a Bill to
give relief to the people on the land. I
do not think the small holders more than
124 miles from a railway should be asked
to go to the Industries Assistance Board
to borrow money to pay rents. So far
as I can see, the man who came late in
my slectorate and got the poorer land
is going to get no relief. From the
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Great Southern Railway to the rabbit-
proof fence the man who got the pick of
the land got it at 10s. per acre.

The Premier: You do not want this
Bill ¥

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : I want it, but
I also want it to embody the promises
made to the people at the election.

The Premier : This is the best Bill we
can give you.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : In its present
form the Bill does not carry out the
promises which have been made.

The Minister for Lands: It may not
carry out your promises, but it carries
out the Government’s promises.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : It does not
carry out the promises in the Govern-
ment’s policy speech. The peopls who
got the poorer land in my district have
been charged from 18s. to 22s. per acre.
Since the minimum price of wone A has
been fixed at 25s., those people are not
going to get the relief which I anticipated
they would get and which the Promier
promised them they would get. I urge
the Government to accept the amend.
ment because the effect will be to give
relief to the poorest class of our settlers—
and nothing kills more than cartage
does. Further, the relief will be given
to the class of settler whom the present
Government are out to assist.

Mr. HICKMOTT : I regard this as
the most important amendment pro.
posed to boe made in the Bill. The
Government have relieved the people
considerably by reducing the price of
land. But the people now aflected are
those who are the bona-fide strugglers,
and it is only by the amendment that
they will secure a measure of relief.

The Premier : Will you take that and
drop the re-pricing ?

Mr. HICKMOTT : Yes, I would prefer
it. I must support the amsndment.
In my election campaign I promised
that I would oppose the evietion of any
bona-fide settler on the score of non-
payment of reat.

The Premier : Has anybody been put
off ?

Mr. HICKMOTT : No.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : When
the re.pricing board was appointed by
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Mr. Bath, then Minister for Lands, the
board reviewed the land that Mr. Bath
intended should be re-priced. The
board did not deal with that land which
the member for Williams.Narrogin {Mr.
E. B. Johnston) says they did. The
land the board reviewed is the 13s. per
acre land, as promised to the people.
The land in zones A and B, was not in-
cluded, and was never intended to be
priced at 15s. When that board sub-
mitted its report, Mr. Bath made his
recornmendation to Cabinet, and Cabinet
" took up the position that we were deal-
ing with public estate, and that the
writing off of the value of the public
estate could only be done with the con-
sent of the people. Consequently, we
outlined our policy in regard to the
writing off of the value of the public
aestats, and submitted it to the people.
The people endorsed that policy. Hon.
mombers did not submit this later
alternative at the slections, but all
agreed with the Government policy and
the re-pricing proposal. At the elec-
tions the policy was unanimously en-
dorsed. Having got the mandato from
the people to do this thing, we did it,
and wo made it clear when we introduced
the Bill that it was a re-pricing Bill and
that we were not prepared to recognise
it 85 a Land Act Amendment Bill, or
to accept any amendments irrelevant
to re-pricing. Hon. members opposite
did not then submit this five years’
exemption as an alternative to re-
pricing.

Mr. Thomson: I montioned it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yos,
but not as an alternative to re-pricing.
The re.pricing was unanimously en-
dorsed by the House. The re-pricing
having been submitted to another place,
hon. members now say * We will go a
little further.” But beiore we can go
further in writing off the value of the
public estate, the people will have to
be consulted, and the Government will
never agree to discount the public
revenue to the extent proposed, with-
out a mandate from the people. This
is not the stage at which to submit an
alternative, when it is known that we
eannot adopt that alternative. We have
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introduted the Bill in accordance with
our policy as endorsed by the peopls,
and if the Committee want this alter-
native they can only get it by burdening
the people in addition to what we pro-
pose. If the Charaber carry the amend-
ment the Government will have to
consider .the situation.

Mr. THOMSON: There never was
eny alternative, The Minister said in
offect when introducing the Bill ** This
is what we will give you, and nothing
more. You can take it or leave it.”
Those in another place have now in-
troduced, the amendment, and T think we
are justified in supporting it. On the
gecond reading I said I was in favour
of the five years’ exemption,and I guoted
figures which I have not with me now.

The Premier : Thank God!

Mr. THOMSON : The Premier expects
us to be quiet and not voice our opinions.
We are here to voice the requirements of
our constituents, and I am justified in
making a fight for this. The Minister
states now that we are asking for an
alternative. It is not an alternative ;
it is an addition.

The Premier :
you would like ?

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, and wo aro
entitled to fight for what we want.
I regret very much the attitude the
Government have adopted. The Min-
ister for Lands can twist as he likes,
but there was no doubt in the minds of
the peoplo of the agricultural districts
that we were to have a reclassification
Bill. Ministers say now that it was
only intended to be a re-pricing measure,
All I can say is they misled the electors
when putting their policy befors the
people.

I3 there anything clse

The Premier: Question! Bill or no
Bill.

Modification of the amendment put,
and a division taken with the following
result :—

Ayes - o .. 19
21

Noes

Majority against

| o |
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AvES.
Mr. Allen Mr, Mlichell
Mr. Coonolly Mr. Piesse
Mr. Cusninghan. Mr, Robloson
Mr. George Mr. Smith
Mr, Grifiths Mr, Thomson
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Veryard
Mr. Hickmolt Mr. Waonsbrough
Mr. E. B. Johnston Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Leatroy Mr. Gllehrist
Mr. Male (Teller)
Nogs.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Mullany
Mr. Carpentar Mr. OLoghlen
Mr. Chesson Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Collier Mr. B. J. Stubba
Mr. Foley Mr. Taylor
Mr. Jas. Gardiner Mr. Thomasa .
Mr. Green Mr. Underwnnd
Mr. Heltmann Mr. Walker
Mr. Hudson Mr. A. A, Wilson
Mr. Johusoa Mr. Bolton
Mr. McDowall (Teller),
Modifieation of the amendment thus
negatived.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I urge the
Goverunent to aceept the Council’s
amendment as it stands.

The Premier: The Government will
not accept it.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : That ia for
the Committee to decide. The argu-
meonts already adduced in respect to the
modification of the amendment apply
with equal force to the general prin-
ciple. If the amendment is ecarried,
it will mean that all settlers situated
12 miles or more from a railway will
be entitled to this measure of relief.
L urge the Government to accept the
amendment. If they will not accept it,
I hope the Committes will carry it.

Mr. THOMSON: Will the Govern-
ment accept an amendment to the effect
that this shall apply to all new landa
taken up from this date ? That would
be at least a little relief, and a great many
of the settlers would willingly throw up
the land and take the risk of applying
for it again.

The Premier: That is the end of it.
I was thinking of agreeing.

Mr. THOMSON: Will the Minister
accept this amendment ?

The PREMIER : We will consider the
question of bringing down & compre-
hensive Land Bill next session.

{99}

2821

Hon. J. Mitchell :
thers next session.

Me. THOMSON: After our ex-
perience with this Bill, we are chary
of trusting Ministers. I came to the
House pledged to a maximum of 15s.
~The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon.
member is not dealing with the amend.
ment.

Mr. THOMSON: Will the Govern-
ment accept au amendment to this
effect, that they wil grant this ex-
emption subject to the sottlers paying,
say, G per cent. and giving them an
exemption of five years ?

Mr. Heitmann: They get that now.
None of them have been turned off
their land yet. .

Mr. THOMSON : 1 hope the Goverco-
ment will se¢ the error of their ways and
allow this amnendment to be passed.

Question put snd division taken with
the following result :—

You will not be

Ayes 21
Noes 20
Majority for R |
AyYes.
Mr. Aogwin Mr. Mullany
Mr. Carpenler Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr., Chesson Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Collier Mr. B. I. Stubbs
Mr. Foley Mr. Tarlor
Mr. Jas. Gardiner Mr. Thomas
Mr. Green Alr. Underwnod
Mr. Heltmanp Mr. Walker
Mr. Hudsou Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. Johnson Mr. Bolton
Ar. McDawall (Teller.)
Neea,
Mr. Allen * Mr. Nalrn
Mr. Connolly | Mr. Piesse
Mr. Cunnlngham Mr. Roblnson
Mr, George Mr. 8mith
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Thomson
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Veryard
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. E. B. Johaston Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Gilehrist
Mr. Male {Teller).
Mr. Mitehell

Question thus passed ; the Council’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 4.—-New clauso : Add the follow-
ing clause to stand as No. 10 :—The land

shall be divided into six different grades
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a8 shown in the schedule hereto, marked
respectively A, B, C, D, E, F. The
selling price for the land shall not be
more than that shown in the schedule
under the respective grades, aceording
to its distance from a railway station ot
siding, as indicated therein :

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It
may be perfectly obvious to the Com-
mittse that we cannot put the proposad
clause into this Bill. Apart from the
fixing of the minimum on which lands
should be graded, the clause is not &
practical one and ecould not apply.
It says that the land shall be divided
into six different grades. But where are
these grades situated ! Are the grades
to be found in the Kimberleys or in
Esporanco. .There is no indication as to
whero the grade is to apply. One

. could not gather fromm the amendment
what is desired. I move—

That the Council's amendment be
not agreed fo.

Hon, J. MITCHELL : This may not
mean a great deal for the reason that the
Minister can make the grades exactly
where he pleases. N

The Minister for Lands: I have
outlined to Parliament what I intend to
do.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I agree
that it means nothing, because the
Minister will control the division. I
am not going to ingist upon the amend-
ment being agreed to, but I am sur-
prised at the Minister objecting to ita
appearing in the Bill. He evidently
does not want to be bound to do what
he has told the House he intended to do.

Mr. THOMSON : The Minister states
that it is absolutely useless to put this
schedule in the Bill. As a modifi-
cation of the Council's amendment I
move-—

That the Council's amendment be
amended by striking out all the words
after “land’ in the first line and in-
serting the following in liew :—'*  The
land delineated in a plan deposited in the
Department of the Lands and Surveys
and numbered and thereon coloured
shall be divided into sixz grodes, viz.,
A, B, C, D, E, and F respectively,
and three clasges, viz., lst, Ind, and
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drd class, and the mazimum selling
price of the land in each class and grade
shall not exceed the price stated in the
schedule to this Act according fo the
distance of the land from the mearest
line of railway as shown in the seid
schedule. '
Modification of amendment put and
& division taken with the Iollowing
result :—

Ayes 20
Noes 21
Majority against .. 1
AYES,
Mr. Allen Mr. Nairo
Mr. Connclly Mr, Pliesse
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Robinson
Mr. Gearge Mr. Smith
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Thomsen
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Veryard
Mr. Hickmaotit Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. E. B. Johnston Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Lefroy Mr, Gilchrist
Mr. Male (Teller).
Mr. Mfitchell
Noera,

Mr. Angwia Mr. Mullany
Mr. Carpenter Mr. OrLogblen
Mr. Chessnn Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Colller Mr. B, J. Stubds
Mr. Foley Mr. Taylor
Mr. Jas. Gardloer Mr. Thomas
Mr. Green Mr. Underwood
Mr. Heltmann Mr. Walker
Mr. Hudson Mr. A. A, Wilson
Mr. Johnson Mr. Bolton
Mr. McPowall (Teller).

Modification of the amendment thus
negatived.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : I move an
amendment—

That the following provise be added
to the amendment :—** Provided that in
case of land infested with indigenous
poison plants, situate in any part of
the State, the maximum price for
such lands selected since the first day
of January, 1905, shall not exceed the
price of third-class land for grade or
zone A ; that is to say, six shillings
per acre if within five miles of an
existing raslway, or four shillings and
ninepence per acre if beyond five miles
but wathin ten miles of an existing
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rathway, or three shillings and nine-

pence per acre if beyond ten miles of

an existing raiheay.”
To me this is the most vital part of the
Bill.

The Premier: They have all been
vital parts of the Bill to you.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : At the time
when the demand in the wheat areas
could not be satisfied and when the land
could not be surveyed and thrown open,
it wae recognised throughout the State
that relief should be given to the people
who had taken up poison lands. That
was as far back as 1911. The then
Government, on the eve of & general
election, appointed a commission, and
the present Government on the eve of
the 1914 election also appointed a com-
mission to investigate these poison lands.
I have pointed out to the House re-
peatodly that the people in the poison
areas are tired of being fooled and hum-
bugged by the twe Governments, both
of which have admitted and recognised
that the people needed relief.

Mr. Taylor : You will lose support from
both sides if you are not careful.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : The people
who have taken up the poison lands are
tired of both sides and their political
promises. In 1914 the poison com-
mission travelled through the poison
area of the State and prosonted a report
to the Government. They stated amongst
other things—

In travelling through this portion
of the State, especially amongst the
more recently settled parts it is at
onee apparent that there is something
very seriously wrong here with setile-
ment generally, and the fact was
forcibly impressed upon us that: (a.)
There are already many abandoned
holdings ; (b.) That & large proportion
of the men gtill there are not making
a living on their heldings ; (¢.}) There
is very little fresh selection going on
at the present time, although a con-
giderable amount of land is still avail.
able. We have no hesitation in aserib-
ing this state of affairs to (1) the
existence of poison plants, (2) the
inexperience of new settlers, and (3)
small holdings, often of poor average
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quality.  As a means of giving the
necesssry hnnediate relief, wo beg
to recommend : (a.} That an adjust-
ment be made of survey fees, ..,
where a man selected a number of
surveyed blocks at the same time,
he should only be charged the schedule
survey fee on the whole area, as if it
weare one block. (b.} That where the
cost of poison eradication has not
been taken inte consideration in
pricing the land, and can be ascer-
tained, it shall {in casea where the
land in the opinion of the Minister is
suitable for grazing only) be deducted
from the price of the land, or where
the land, in the opinion of the Minister
can be profitably cultivated, half the
cost of eradication shall be deducted
from the price of the land. That is to
say, if it is estimated that it has, or
will, cost & settler say 5s. per acre to
eradicate poison, he shall be entitled
to have his rent account credited with
this amount, or half this amount, as
the case may be ; such credit to take
effect from and during the time he
satisfies the Minister that he is making
a bona fide attempt to carry out the
work.

This comrmission conclude by pointing
out that the minimum price, after
deducting the cost of eradication should
not be reduced helow 1s. per acre
exclusive of poison fees. I is quite
clear if the minimum of 1s. per aere
were not put in, in many cases the cost
of eradicating the poison would be more
than the value of the land, and to
prevent the land being given away, the
Government put in that minimum of
18. per acre. On top of the report of
that commission we have the Premier's
policy speech at Kalgoorlie, in which he
promised that & measure of rolief should
be given to the settlers in the poison
areas. The member for Northam went
round the various centres and said that
the price of poison lands should be and
would be reduced, and four years have
passed and nothing has been done.
I went to more than a dozen cenires
and read that extract from the Premier’s
speach in Kalgoorlie relating to these
poison lands and left printed copies
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of it with the electors, and yet this
Bill ecomes down, and whilst hon. members
from some of tho districts can go to
their electorates and say that the maxi-
mum price is 15s. or 12s. 6d. per acre,
a9 the case may be, I have been unable
to get from the Minister any idea as to
what is proposed as & maximum price
for the land in the poison arcas. If this
Bill is to be of any value at all, if it is
not an empty political dodge, then it is
& fair thine that my amendment should
be accepted.

The Promier : If you think the Govern-
mont havo been guilty of a political
dodge you should not be sitting behind
them. For four years you have done
nothing else but play off to the farmers.

Mr. E. B. JORNSTON : The Premier
has done nothing whatever to redeem
his promises to the peopls in the poison
areas.

The Premier: We have never played
off to any particular olectorate.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: So f{far
_ a8 those peoplo are con¢erned, they are
entitled to and have demanded relief,
but the Bill gives them nothing definite
at all.

The Minister for Mines: Your elec-
torate has had more than all the other
districts put together.

Mr. I&. B. JOANSTON : Nothing of
the kind.

The Premuer: It has.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: This re-
pricing, sithough it promises something
to the people in the drier areas does
nothing for those on the poison lands.
It gives nothing st all to the people who
have taken up poison lands west of the
Great Scuthern. In the amendment I
have moved I propose to ask the Govern-
ment to say definitely that they will
give the people in the poison areas the
samo measure of relief which is proposed
for the people in the dry districta.
The amendment is merely to recognise
the poison lands as of about the same
maximum value as third class land
in the best districte. In view of the fact
that many farms in the posion areas to-
day can bo purchased for the value of the
improvements on them, the Government
should ancept the amendment and say

[ASSEMBLY.]

definitely the measure of reliefl they will
afford these people. It would have
been fairer to introduce a Bill to afford
definite relief in the poison districts
even if no reduction had been made
in the price of the best wheat landa.
These poor struggling people who have
suffered so much are evidently to get
no relief at all.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Liberal
Government had no time to do any-
thing after the board’'s report camse
in. The report was received on the
10th October, 1911. The present Gov-
ernment ignored it because the board
were appointed by their predecessors and
they appointed another board.

The Premier: Yours was & political
board.

Hon. Frank Wilson:

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier
has no right to say that. The report
was made by capable men and should be
given effect to. The board reported that
the blocks should be up to 3,000 acres
in area and added—

The price charged should be very
moderate, say 3s. 6d. to 6s. peracre, as
wo consider that the work which will
have to be put in to eradicate the
poison and in general development
will amount to a very considerable
surm. The evidenco tends to
show that the ecost of eradication
would vary from 3s. to 2. per a:cre
on an average block. ~ - ~ ~ ~ > =

This report agreos almost entirely with
the report of the board in 1814, Ever
since 1911 I have desired to help these
people. The fault lies with present
Ministers and, having discovered the
fault, they should rectify it. The pre-
sent Government bought support with
many promises to people on the land and
have forgotten their promises. We can-
not trust Ministers further, and must
have this provision in the Bill. These
people have had the hardest time of any
of the settlers in the State and for the
longest period, not because the land is
incapable of carrying stock but because
the areas were small and bocanse of the
want of knowledge on the part of the
selectors. Many of them were brounght
out from the Old Country and they

It was not.
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sre in the samo position to-day as when
shoy want on to thoss arses 10 years
>r more ago. The eradication of poison
‘epresents waste work and because of
hat the selectors have a c¢laim to con-
sideration.

Mr. THOMSON : Will the Minister
say whether he will agres to the amend-
nent? The member for Wagin (Mr.
5. Stubbs) by letter, impressed on me
shat the Bill should make provision to
a8e the disabilities these settlers are
mffering. There is an enormous arca of
soison land in his econstituency and there
8 & considerable area in my own elec-
orate. 1 have had letters on the
wbject from vurions parts of my con-
tituency and also of Mr. Sydney
stubbs’ constituency. Seeing that the
rovernment made a definite pronounce-
nent in the Premier’s policy speech at
xalgoorlie on this subjeet, they should,
f they are sincere, accept the amend.
nent moved by the member for
Nilliame-Narragin. I can quite under-
tand the heat with which that hon.
nember spoke, he having been placed
n & false position by his party. The
won. member is especially justified in
lemanding from the Covernment ful-
lment of their promise, but I as one
vho supported that part of the Govern-
nent platform have also a’ right to
emand fulfilment of the promise. The
oardt who inquired into the poison lands
f this State say in their report :—-

From evidence gathered in our
present  inspection we feel satisfied
that this land should be surveyed into
areas of 3,000 acres and dealt with
under grazing lease conditions. The
price charged should be very moderato,
say 3s. 6d. to Gs. per acre; and we
consider that the work which will
have to be put in to eradicate the
poison and general development will
amount to a very considerable sum.

The evidence tends to show that the

cost of eradication would vary from

3s. to 6s. per acre on an average block.
think the amwendment of the member
ir Williams Narrogin is reasonable, and
cannot for the life of me understand
16 objection of the Minister for Lands
yit. I have had letters on this subjeet
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from my constitnents at Nyabing and
Ongarup, who ars also on poison land,
and who come under the provisions
of the Bill. If this amendment is
carried, it will benefit them. I hope the
Government will accept the amendmeont
of the member for Williams Narrogin.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Is the
Minister going to reply ?
The Minister for Lands: T have no

reply other than I have already made.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : Then I say
that I have received no reply, and that
the position is absolutely intolerable to
me, and that I am not going to stand it
much longer. Here is an important
matter affecting the major portion of
my eonstituency.

The Minister for Lands: I have
dealt with it already, and T am not
going to repeat myself. What I have
said is in Hensard.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : I think the
Minister is treating me with very seant
courtesy. In an importsnt msttor which
represents the very kernel of the Rill
he refuses, as he refused the last time
the Bill was before the House, to give
eny reply or indication as to the in-
tentions of the Government with regard
te poigon lands. N

The Minister for Lands: Read Han
sard and you will see the intentions there.

Mr. . B, JOHXETON: In Hansard
there is an airy reference to the effect
that the relief to be given over a certain
aron of poison land would involve a loss
to the State of £7,000 a year, whilst the
relief ta be given to a practically equiva-
lent area of wheat land would involve
& loss of £30,000 a year. That refercnce
of the Minister's made it quite clear to
me that the settlers in the poison dis
tricts were going to get, undor the Govern-
ment proposal, only one guarter of the
relief to be given to the settlers who got
the richer and better land in the wheat
belt, I do not know what further
protest it is in my power to make. I
have barked a good deal, and the Govern-
ment seem determined to make me bite.
I fecl that in this matter I have to appeal
to the Government to keep the definite
promise outlined in the Premier’s policy
gpeech. I have exhausted every means
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in my power to get information on the
subject from the Government. I have
even seen the Premier on it. Apparently
no relief is8 to be given. My position
in regard to the promises I mads to the
settlers with the authority of the Govern:
ment has become absolutely intolerable.

Modification of the Council’s amend-
ment put, and a division called for.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I challenge the
vote of the member for Avon (Mr.

Harrison).
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: On a point
of order: I was with the leader of

the Country party when a division came
on in the House a few days ago, and
the leader of the Country party at that
time said that Mr. Harrison had paired
on everything or nothing.

The CHATRMAN: Thers is a pair
book here, and the hon. member can take
the responsibility of his own actions.

There is no point of order and no right of

challenge. No member has the right to
challenge the vote of another member
unless he has some point which cceurred
at the time the division was called.
Divizion resulted as follows:—

Ayes . .. .20
Noes 22
Majority against o2
AVER,
Mr. Allen Mr. Mitchall
Mr. Connolly Mr. Nairn
Mr. Gunningham Br. Piesse
Mr. George Mr. Robloson
Mr. Grifliths Mr. Smith
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Thomsoa
Mr. Hickmott Mr, Veryard
Mr. E. B. Johnston Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Lefroy Mr. F. Wllsoo
Mr. Male’ Mr. Gllehrist
{Teller).
Noke.
Mr. Angwlin Mr. MceDowall
Mr. Carpenter Mr. Mullany
Mr. Chesson \Ir. O’Loghlen
Mr. Colller AMr. Scaddan
Mr, Foley Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Jas. Gardiner Mr, Taylor
Mr. Green Mr. Thomas
Mr. Harrison Mr. Underweood
Mr. Heftmann Mr. Walker
Mr. Hudsuvn Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. Johnsan Mr. Baltoun
| (Teller).

Modification of the Council's amend:
ment thus negatived.
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Question put and passed ; the Council’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 5.—New clause : Add the follow-
ing clause to stand as No. 11 :—Regu.
lations and By-laws:

1. Any regulation or by-law made
or purporting to be made under or by
virtue of this Act shall—

(a.) be published in the Gazette ;

(b.) take effect from the date of
publication or from a later
date tobespecified therein; and

(c.) be judicially noticed, and unless
and until disallowed as here-
inafter provided, or except
in so far as in conflict with
any express provision of this
or ony other Act, be con.
clusively deemed to be valid

2. Such regulations and by-laws shall
be laid before both Houses of Parliameni
within fourteen days after publication
if Parliament is in session, and if not,
then within fourteen days after the
commencement of the next session.

3. If either House of Parliament past
a resolation at any time within one
month after any such regulation o1
by-law has been laid before it disallowing
such regulation or by-law, then the
same shall cease thereupon to have effect
subject, however, to such and the like
savings as apply in the case of the repeal
of a statute:

The MINTISTER FOR LANDS : Powe
to make regulations is already provided
in the principal Act. Thereiore, there
is no need for this. I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to

Mr. GEORGE : T cannot understand
what reason the Minister has for dis
agreeing with the amendment ; excep!
that it will be a check upon Ministera
keaping them in the straight path. W
are getting emasculated Bills, leaving
everything to the free will of the Minister
To object to this is to say that Minister
are above all laws, and promises, anc
pledges, and intend to do what thej
jolly well please. The real objection o
the Minister is that he does not desiry
that either House of Parliament shal
have the power to disagree with regu
lations. He wants to keep the wholi
thing in his own hands. It is anothe
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ndeavour on the part of the Govern-
nent to throw the shadow of their dis
sleasure on the Chamber which they
annot coerce. There has been proof
mough this session that some check
hould be kept on the Minister.

The CHAIRMAN : Section 161 of
he Land Act, of 1898, provides for the
naking of regulations. If the members
i another place desired to deal with the
(uestion of regulations, the proper
ourse would have been to amend Section
61 of the principal Act. I do not think
t would be proper to have two sections
n the one Act dealing with regulations.
‘he parent Act deals more fully than
he amendment with the whole guestion
f regulations. 'Fhere is a close analogy
wtween the proposed amendment and
he section of the Act, and in some parts
hey are identical. In my opinion, there
ore, the amendment is not in order, I
ule it out of order.

Mr. GEORGE : In order to get this
1to proper shape, can we not move to
epeal Section 161 with the object of
ubstituting the Legislative Council’s
mendment. -

The CHAIRMAN: 1 have already
nted that the Council's amendment is
ot in order.

No. 6.—Add a schedule as follows :—

Sy, 100, | 15m. | 5m. [ 10, | 1541,

lat | 25/0 | 20/0 2040 | 17)6 [ 1570

mal spo| 73| 6o s3] 60| 60

3ed | 6/0] 470 3/9% 5/3 | 4/6| 389

1st {1570 | 1370

e e ———

1170 | 13/86 | 12/0 | 1040

«|20d § 800 6/6| 6/0) 7/B| 6/3] 5/0)+o

aed | o520 4/3| sl 49| 4r0) 39

—

1st fi2ei10jof ssofujo| srof 7/0

4| nd 710 | 610 5/0] 66| 519 8/0

[ —

3rd | 476 | 40| 373 443 40} 318
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The CHAIRMAN : This is consequen-
tial on No. 4, which was not agreed to.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Resolutions reported.

Mr. GEOQORGE: Is there any procedure
by which this matter can be brought be-
fore the Chair?

Mr. SPEAKER: The time to raise
this queslion is not now becanse the
molion has been carried and the Chair-
man has reporled to the House. I can-
not consider the question now. The hon.
member should have raised it before the
Chairman reported to the House,

Mr. GEORGE: I accept your ruling,
Sir, and do not wish to gel away from
it.. I appeal to you as Speaker, how-
ever, to see if there is any way by which
we can get this matter put right. I am
not disagreeing with the Chairman’s
ruling except to say that we had no op-
porlunily of taking up this objection by
means of a comparison with the Land Aet.
This is an important question.

Mr. SPEAKER: The time has passed.

1 have told the hon. member.

The report adopted.

A committee consisting of the Hon.
H. B. Lefroy, Mr. A. A. Wilson, and
Hon. W. D. Johnson drew up reasons for
not agreeing 1o certain of the Council’s
amendments.

Reasons adopled and a DMessage ac-
cordingly relurned to the Couneil.

BILL—SALE OF LIQUOR REGU-
LATION (Neo. 2).
Council’s amendments,

Bill returned from the Council with
a schedule of six amendments, which were
now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Holman in the Chair; the Attor-
ney Geoperal in charge of the Bill

No. 1—Strike out Clauses 2 to 14, in-
clusive:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Every
hon. member present knows that the first
liquor referendum Bill was introduced
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at the request of, I may say, the whole of
the citizens represented in various bodies
of the mefropolitan area. That measure
went to another place, and was kept there
until the very last days of this session,
and uow amendments are made which
completely defeat the whole principle
of the Bill.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: This Bill was
only sent to the Council a day or two
ago.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1t was
sent up months ago. This measure, as
originally proposed, was sent np months
ago.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: That is not what
you said just now,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
measure for local option was sent up
months ago, and has been before the
Council all that time. Owiog to the con-
duct of the Counecil we had to reintroduce
the Bill and send it up again, and now
it 15 returned to us completely muiilated.
1t is no longer a referendum Bill. T
know there is much to be said in favour
of the House taking the bit between its
teeth, so lo speak, and fixing the hours
as it thinks fit. But L say the question is
too large and too important in its soeial
aspects to be settled without reference
to the people. The matter is clearly one
upon which the people should have a say
—upon which, indeed, they should have
not only a voice but a decision. This
measure was for no other purpose than
to enable (he people to decide for them-
selves in the various distriets, as we had
themn marked ocut in the measure, so that
the people could vary their decisions ae-
cording to the requirements of the places
in which they live. All that is completely
ignored, and we have a Bill sent back to
us which is in no sense the same Bill hut
is an nvedoubtedly new Bill—one which
this Chamber did not father, one which
was not ecalled for by the people, one
upen which we have had no commands
from ihe people; a measure entirely con-
ceived as a new and, I may say, an ex-
traordinary measure to be based upon a
loeal option Bill. T for one cannot admit
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the principle now adopted or propos
by another Chamber, I stand by refe
ence to the people of a question of tk
kind. Tt is the only time when we ¢
reach the people direct and give them
decisive voice, when they ecan inde
govern themselves in this respeet. T
whole measure having been altered,
cannot for o moment aceept the Counci
amendments. As hon. members will se
the Council first of all propose to stril
out the whole Bill—that is what I m:
say—as sent to them. They eall th
amendment—a complete obliteration
the measure we submitted to them, Th
have substitnied an entirely new measm
I question very much whether, if ¢l
poinl were taken, the Chairman of Cot
mittees would permil these amendinen
to stand. 1 am not going to take th
point. I have always held that on th
question there should be no party strif
The measure is not a party measure
any sense of the word, and I for o
would under other circumstances weleon
any reform of lbe liquor law, any effo
in the direction of temperance. DBut
eannot aecept an amendment to a B
which eompletely kilis the Bill, destro:
all ifs vitality, all ils essential prineiple
and substitutes an entirely different s
of prineiples, an entirely different hod
Therefore, I move—

That the amendment be not agre:

to.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I was not
the Honse when the original Bill w.
passed—I1 think I was ill at the time-
and therefore 1 have not up to the pr
gent time had an opportunity of sayir
anylhing on this legislation. Contra
to the view expressed by the Attorn
General, T cannot quite understand wit
it is necessary to pass legislation
this description, to submit a questic
of this sort to a referendum durir
war time, J was glad to hear fro
the Attorney General that he does n
lopk upon this measure as a party on
So far as we on this side are coneerne
we have always aitempted to deal wi
the ligquor question in a non-parly ws
and have always left anr members als
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lutely free to vote on the liquor question
as they thought fit. I presume, there-
fore, that hon. members will view the
question we have now {o consider from
the individual standpoint and not from
the party slandpoint. 1 feel ihat the
Government have ample power, and ai-
wuys have had ample power, tu regulate
the liquor trade of Western Australia
during war time and for war purposes.
Wien the war broke out, we gave very
drastie powers to the Government, en-
abling them to take any aclion they
thought fit—to close publie-houses or to
regulate the hours during which they
should be kept open for purposes of
‘rade. 1 feel that the pressurc which has
been brought {o bear upon the Govern-
meni by a cerlain section of the com-
nunity has been rather unfairly brought
0 bear in order to secure the imiroduce-
don of A measure of this description at
he preseni time under the gunise of war
legislation, No malter how one’s sym-
athies may go out to the temjperanre
novemeni, ne matter how much one may
¥isli to see trading hours restricied, one
:annot help feeling that those extremists
n the eause of temperance—worthy ex-
‘remists, possibly—have considered this
mn opproriunity to bring to bear pressure
apon the Government so that legislation
of this description may be ecarried.
f it was nceessary o regulate the houors.
‘he Government already had the power.
T'he Government had the Bill, but were
wrvons about exercising it. They were
yacking and filling, and deing anything
o avoid decisive action,

The Attornev General: That is not so.
md you know it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Why, ihe
Atiorney Generals demeanour never con-
reys the determination to carry a thinz
hrough. Ie always conveys the impres-
ton of insinecerity.

The Attorney General: T shall never he
he hypocerite or the hnmbug that vou are.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Mo not lose
our temper.

The Altorney General: Do not tell any
1ore of vour lies.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: Is the Attor-
ney Ceneral using Parliamentary lan-
mnage?

The CHAIRMAN: The leader of ihe
Opposition is not altogether in order
either. | must ask him pot to use lan-
guage caleulated to incense the Minister,
s, for instance, accusing the Minister of
being insineere,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: But the
Minister Jooks as if he would eat e,
bonts and all,

The Attorney General:
have you on my stomach.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Am [ to
submit to this sort of indignity? I do
not want lo take up myv residérice in the
Minister’s stomach,

The CHAIRMAN: The question has
nothing o do with the Bill,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T do not
wish to hurt lhe Minister’s feelings or
those of his colleagues, but I hold that
the Government have nol dealt with the
matier with that earnesiness one would
expect from them. The people have
learned 1o distrust them. We sent another
Bill, the continuation Bill, to the Coun-
eil. The Couneil amended it, fixing the
hours of openwnz and closing of hotels at
nine {o nine. That was ruled ont by the
Speaker, and then this Bill. which pro-
vides for the opening and closing hours
heing referved to the electors, was also
amenmdesl and <ent hack 10 us. We eonsi-
dered it, and now it comes with a further
amepndment to replace the proposed re-
ferendum, and Io substitute fixed hours
in lien thereof.  The absurdity in war
time, under the term ‘“war emergeney,” of
asking the people to vote on a referentlum
six monihs hence!

The Atlorney General: I will undertake
to have the referendum held in less than
iwo months,

ITan. FRANK WILSON:
fixed your time.

The Attornev General: No. we did not.

Hon. FRANK WILSNXN: You said in
May.

The Attorney General: That was the
propozal,

Hon, FRANIC WILSON: If the At-
torney General bas withdrawn from that

I would not

But

you
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statement, why did not he say so when he
was moving the rejeetion of this amend-
ment? e now proposes to take the
referendum in two months, and it will
cost £5,000 or £6,000. If there is emer-
gency for legislation of this deseription,
why cannot Parliament take the respon-
sibility of passing it? IF the Governwmnent
have nol the courage to take the respon-
sibility under the exhaustive powers we
have given them to regulate this traffic
during war time——

Mr. Thomas: Make it nine to six and
[ will support you.

The CHATRMAN: Order! There must
be fewer interjeetinns.

Tton. FRANK WILSON: The Gov-
ernment have power {o do whalever may
be necessary.

The Attorney General: Then you do
aof want this Bill?

Hlon. FRANK WILSON: We do not
wani any Bill, because yon have ihe
power already, and you know it, and you
will not exereise it. The Attorney Gen-
eral says they have not the power.

The Attorney General: T say we have,
if cecasion warrants it. In an emergency
we ean exercise it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : The emer-
geney arose in the City a few weeks ago.
I saw it in the terrace. No action was
taken.

The Attorney General: Did you report
it?

Hon. FRANK WIYLSON: There was
no oceasion, for thousands of other peo-
ple saw it. The police were there.

Hon. J. D. Connelly: T asked a ques-
tion on the subject in the House.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Some of
the police were roughly handled on that
oceasion, Similar conduct was indulged
in.at Fremantle, and the other day the
publicans took the law into their own
hands and eclosed their hotels at four
o’clock, showing that if the Government
wished to excrcise the drastic powers we
gave them they could have done so at a
moment’s notice. There is the other pur-
pose of the Bill, namely, to fall in with
the agitation of the extremists who have
seized the opportunity to get something
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from the Government which the Govern-
ment are very reluctantly attempting to
give them, Why put the country lo ihe
cost of a referendum? I believe that is
the view the Legislative Council have
taken in suggesting the deletion of these
clanses and the introduction of a provision
fixing the hours at from nine to nine.
L conecur, althongh I do not believe in
legislating under a misapprehension,
which it is, because it is said that it is
caused by the war. If we are to have a
referendum on the question let us amend
the original Aect and make it a perman-
ent thing., Let us take the responsibility
of saying what is the proper time at
which to close hotels during the continu-
ance of the war. T shall nol quarrel with
anyone who moves an amendment of {his
sorl. 1 do not propose even to appeal
tlo members on this side of the House.
Each one will take his own course. I
intend to vote for the amendment.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It
there is any great national question, i sav
that Lhis is one, and I would like it dealt
wilth on dignified lines. Whenever the
hon. member rises in his place he must in-
sinnate that there is dishonesty and dis-
kononr or hypocrisy on the part of the
members of the Government,

Hon. Frank Wilson: A lack of ear-
nestness. '

The ATTORNEY GENERAT.: What
does that mean? Tt is said that we do not
desive to have this legislation passed.
May T peint out that the hon. member
himself consented not fo raise any ob-
Jection to it if 1 introduced a measure
of this kind. He was ore of those who
agreed that there should be no objection,
that this shonld be a non-party question,
nnd that it should have his assistance to
go through the House. This measure was
bronght in not under any false preten-
ces, not under any hypocrisy heecanse it
is war time, but because some of the
most respectable and influenfial citizens
of the mefropolis approached me and the
Government asking that the mesasure
shonld be introduced. We have kept
faith, and we have so far kept faith that
the measure has twice heen through thie
Chamber. Where does the hypocrisy
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some in? As soon as it was defeated by
another place we iniroduced it again
without a day’s delay. Where does the
lack of earnestness ecome in? The Bill is
here before us again and we have stuck
to our promises faithfully made and
faithfully carried out up to dare. Where
then is there any hypocrisy or any lack
of earnestness? Tf there he any hypo-
crisy in dealing with the measure, it is in
those who sought to make amendments
which absolutely desiroyed the Bill and
threw to the winds the promisecs made.
If there is any hypoerisy it is on (he
part of those who make it impossible to
catry the measnre. These are they who
are not in earnest and who helieve that
the whole liquor reform wil be lost if
they can only put impediments like this
in the way of the passage of the measure.

Hen. J. D. Conneolly: Whom are vou
referring to?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1 am
referring to every one of those who is
endorsing  this kind_ of thing. We
promised to introduce a liquor option
pell Cor the regulation of the hours of
opening and elosing of hotels. That
promise we made and that promise we
have earried out. We are anxious now
that it should be carried out to the utmost
and that the public should have the right
to a say upon the gquestion. What are
the arguments adduced against this?
They are thal we should wait six months
before we take the vote, Even then it
wonld give Ihe people a chance of speak-
ing, and give the people the right to
keep their homes free from the evils of
intovication at a time like this. T =aid
the other dav that there was nothing to
,compel us to take the poll at the Legis-
lative Council elections. TWe can make
a proclamation at any time and if the
Bill is earried—as T sent it to the other
Chamber—not later than February next
I will arrange that the loeal option poll
shall be taken in the distriets provided.

Mr. Robinson: That is three montha

hence.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Not
exceeding three months. That argu-

ment, therefore, vanishes.
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Mr. George: We did nof understand
it like this before.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I said
so the other day, neverlheless. My first
desire was to bave the referendum taken
at the time of the Federal referendums,
which would be before the year closed,
and then for the purpose only of saving
expense 1 suggested that it might be
taken at the time of the Council’s elee-
tions. T tully admit that it will be a long
time to wait, and I am anxious that the
people should be able o speak on the
question as soon as possible. Therefore,
if the Counecil’s amendments are rejected

_and if my Bill becomes law T pledge the

Government to have a local opiion poil
taken within the next ensuing three
months, Nothing c¢ould be fairer. There
is no lack of earnesiness about that. The
leader of the Opposition is always trying
to cover this side of the House with dirt.
He is always insinuating dishonourable
actions on our part. and insincere mo-
tives. He is always frying to make it
appear that we are playing false with
the public and with our principles, He
knows that he is stating what is not true,
what is dishonourable, when he makes
these inginuations.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The
(ieneral is arcusing me of lying,
ask him to withdraw.

The CHATRMAN: The Attorney Gen-
eral said that the statement of the leader
of the Opposition was not {rue.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
ourht to have chosen other words. 1
onght to have said “incorreet.”

Hon. Frank Wilson: I ask for a with-
drawal.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I with-
draw a thousand times if the hon. mem-
her wishes.

Hon. Frank Wilson: And apologise.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member
has withdrawn,

Hon. Frank Wilson: The hon. gentle-
man has heen very offensive. He ought
to apologise. T ask vou to call upon him
to do so.

Attorney
I must
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The CHAIRMAN: 1 think his with-
drawal is quite sufficient. That is what
we usuaally ask for.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1 have
said that he has stated what he knows to
be untrue. I should have said aceording
to the rules of the House, that he has
stated something that he knows to be
incorreet, and I say that is so.

Hon, Frank Wilson: The hon. gentle-~
man is repeating the offence.

Mr. George: Exactly.

The CHAIRMAN: It wonld be betier
if this kind of language was not indulged
in. 1 cannot eommand the language that
hon. members use. I can only ask the
Attorney General to withdraw the state-
ments,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T have
wiihdrawn it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: And he has re-
peated it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
would like 1o know whal position we
stand in in regard to the public and to
our duties here. = Wae are in charge of
the measure. Are we 1o sit quiet and
take unchallenged the ungentlemanly and
unparliameniary  insinnations of the
leader of the QOpposition

Hon, Frank Wilson: T must appeal to

vou, Sir. for your protection. I eannot
stand this sort of thing.
The CHATRMAN: 1 would repeat

that it would be well if this kind of lan-
guage was not indulged in. T eannot stop
hon. members from using any langnage
they choose; I ean only ask them to
withdraw when exception is taken to it

Hon. Frank Wilson: T eertainly take
exception to this language.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1 have
withdrawn all thai is unparliamentary.
The hon. gentleman is makirg insinua-
tions which nor only cover me hul every
member of the Government. We are
acensed of plaving with a question of?
this importance, and of lack of earnest-
ness, that we are humbugging the whole
of the pnblic in onr dealing with the
measure. I cannot rest under imputa-
tions of that kind. Hon, members know
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ihe position which the leader of the Qp-
position oceupies, and be ought Lo seorn
to make these insinnations. They are
not worthy of the dignity of his position
or of any hon. member of this House,
and they are degrading to our public
tife. It is by insinuations of this kind
that be has maintained bis post.

The CHAIRMAN : Crder! I must
ask the Attorney General to deal with the
amendment; this is lapsing into a general
discussion.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1 am
resenting the imputations made wpon he
honour of the Government.

Mr. George: Go on with your argu-
mert.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T am
in deadly earnest in having the measure,
whieh was sent on to another place, car-
ried in its enfirety as it was sent from
this Chamber to the Counneil, a measure
which asks the people to exercise their
rights and prerogatives, and not only ex-
ercise their rights bere in Perth but in
other districts of the State. This takes
into consideration the different conditions
which prevail throughount Western Anus-
tralia, considers also that some parts of
the State are more likely to perturbation,
to influences that disturb the mental
serenity and moral rectitude in times
like this. Therefore, the people where
these possibilities of disturbances exist
ghonld have the right of deciding whether
the hotels shounld be closed at 6 o’clock
in the afternoon instead of at 11 o’clock
at night.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Should not the
(Government exercise their powers{

The CHAIRMAN: Order !

Hon. Frank Wilson: TIf these possi-
hilities exist.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Hon, Frank Wilson: T am just asking
a guestion.

The CHATRMAN: The leader of the
Opposition knows that interjections are
disorderly at any time.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Not when they
are relevant.

The CHATRMAN : This question is
one which does not admit of interjec-
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tions. I have had experience of these
liquor Bills hefore and I know what they
are. I know that the moment we allow
interjections we are doomed.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I thought I was
doomed when I was trying to speak.

The CHAIRMAN : I stopped interjec-
tions on both sides of the House.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
asked why we do not put into force the
Bill which has now passed into law,
namely the power that we bave in emer-
gencies to close any hotel at any hour
in any disiriet throughont the State. 1
am of oninion that the purposes for
which the Bill was introduced do not arise.
When the Bill was introduced reference
was made io the condiiiong existing par-
ticularly on the goldfields, where there
were aliens working side by side with
our own cifizens and where riots and
disturbanees and racial ¢nmities might
lead te all kinds of iroubles and break-
ages of the law, and it was necessary to
have a measnre of this kind to be exer-
cised, not whimsically, not for the mere
purpose of saying that we had the power,
but becausge it was adminisiratively neces-
sary. It is true there have bheen in-
slances where it would hgve been well
had we known in advance of the disturh-
ances, and where we should have closed
the particular hotels in tbe neighhour-
hood of the disturbances on those days.
Unfortunately until the disturbances oe-
curred no ome could have antjcipated
them. It was only after they oceurred
that we could have seen the wisdom of
closing hotels upon those days, but we
have that power still and I submit that
it should not be wsed in ibis wayv. It
should be used when it is necessary and
partiecularly te prevent riots and dis-
turbances, especially of a racial charae-
ter. in trving times like these. Tt is a
safeguard to us. It is a necessary weapon
that we must not always be striking
with, and which we must have in readi-
ness for services to ihe general publie
whenever occasion arises. We want the
publie to say definitely whether they will
have the hotels open from 6 in the mom-
ing nntil 11 o’clock at night, or between
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any lesser hours that they may choose.
We ask the people to decide that for us,
not because we have done it as a mere
politieal throw of the dice, so to speak,
hut beeause we have Yept faith wifth
those who asked it from us. The cilizens
not only of Perth, but of the whole State,
are concerned in this. Organisations
of a respectable national character
throughout the length and breadih of the
land approached us. We solemnly pro-
mised them to give them (his measure,
and we gave it to them, and those who
are responsible for the defeal of it and
those who accuse us of insineerily are
those who are atlem;ting to block this re-
form. [ the leader of the Opposition 1= in
earnest, if he means for temperance re-
form, iet him give us the Bill as it has
been twiee passed by this Chamber. If
he ecannot trust the people, if he will
defy the people, if he snubs and ignores
them, we know where his sincerity is. I
submit this amendment is.nothing more
nor less than an attempt to kill the
measure and to stop temperance reform
in a time when if is urgently necded.

Mr. GEORGE: The carrving of the
amendment places some members, at any
rate on this side of the House, in a rather
pecnliar predicament. ‘The Bill for the
referendum was thoroughly discnssed in
this House and every member has the
right to express Is opinion without
being abused. It iz a matter which
affeets every individual member of Par-
liament and each has the right to express
his opinion here and his constituents bhave
the right to expect him to do se. So
far as the referendum is concerned, |
would be sorry fo see the proposal to
hold it struek out, but I would much
prefer to have the clanse further on,
which states thal the hours on which
liguor shall be sold shall be from 9 to 9,
although it would be better if the closing
hour were altered from 9 to 6. I would
prefer that to the referendum. Tf that
were done I am certain our eonstituents
wonld not aecuse us of having usurped
their funetions. If it is possible for the
Atiorney General to help us out of the
difficulty he ought to do so.
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The Attorney General: My way out of
it is to reject this amendment.

Mr. GEORGE: 1 would like the House
to fix the time and not put the country to
the tnrmoil and expense of a referendum.
The suggestion 1 have made I think would
be received by the great bulk of the
people as a fair way of dealing with a
difienlt problem in difficalt times.

Mr. ALLEN: Boiled down, the sugges-
tion is whether we, as a Parliament, shall
fix the hours or leave it to a referendum
of the people. T am practically pledged
to leave the matier to the people. I have
been on one or two deputations to the
Attorney General. Before the war broke
ount the Attorney General was asked to
submit several questions to the people
and he promised the deputation that at
the first opportunity he would introduce
legislation to that effect. The war started
and there was introduced a War Emer-
gency Bill giving the Government power
to clese hotels during certain honrs if
the necessity arose. Then a movement
was set on foot to close the hotels at $
o’clock, and a deputation waited on the
Attorney General asking him to exercise
the power that Parliament had given him
in the emergency legislation. T did not
believe that the Government were en-
titled to nse that legislalion for the pur-
pose for which the deputation asked.
The idea was that the powers contained
in it should be used where racial differ-
ences might occur and where it might be
necessary to prevent riots occurring. My
desire is that we shall have some reform
in connection with the liquor traffie. If
T were free to exercise my own will in
the matter we might arrive at a conelu-
sion by a very short cut, but T am not
going back on the position T have taken
up. I am going to support the Attorney
General, but in the circumstances, if Par-
liament could fix the hours and save the
turmoil of a referendum and the expense
which would he involved, so as to get the
maiter seitled quickly, that course mighi
be followed.

Mr. George: And the people would be
grateful.
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Mr. ALLEN: [ do not waut ty see
the B3ill lost entirely, but at the same time
[ do not want to mafe a fool of the
publie, and I would like the Atiorney
General to put me right. 1 desire to
assist bim in getting the legislation
through. If by voting against these
amendments from another place we are
going to lose the Bill altogether, 1 shall
not be a party to that. T want to be con-
seientions and earry out my promise and
vole for the referendum, but we might
arrive at a decision by a shorter eul.
I am desirous of helping the Government
to do something before the Hounse goes
into vecess, and if the Atforney General
will give me an assurance that after vof-
ing to rejeet these amendments, 1 shall
have an opportunity of voting for the
referendum, | am prepared to do that.

FXir. Carpenter tool the Chair)]
TAYLOR: The hurden of
the Attorney General’'s  appeal was
that the people should he allowed
to decide. The Labour mewnbers are
pledged to the referendura, bul that
plank of their platform should not
be stretehed Lo apply to a referendum
for reducing hotel hours during war time.
If the emergency bas arisen, the Govern-
ment should be courageons enough fo
take the responsibility for curtailing the
hours, and not use the principle of the
referendum for emergency purposes.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: We are pledzed
to loeal option,

Mr. TAYLOR: Not in war time.
Europe bas been in turmoil for 14 or 15
months and now the Government {alk
of taking a referendum. The national
Parliament of Australia has abandoned
its referendum om higher and greater
questions than this. The justificaiion for
the amendment ig the urgency of abolish-
ing any evil (hat exists.  [f the amend-
ments are not agreed to, we shall lose
the Bill.

The Premier: Another place must take
the responsibility.

Mr. TAYLOR: That responsibility of

which we hear =0 much is a myth. The

Mr
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Attorney General would be wise to ac-
eept Lbe amendwent and shorten the hours
before the Christmas holidays. If this
Biil is 10 be used as the thin end of the
wedge to bring about licensing reform,
it s unfair, I am confident that if the
principle of ¢ am. to 9 p.m. were put
into force, the hours would not subse-
quently be extended bui rather endeav-
ours would be made to curtail them to
9 am. to 6 p.m. Reformers should be
proud of the opportunity to get a redue-
tion of five hours a day, a measure of re-
form for which they have been fighting
for years. If the Bill is lost and the
battle has to be fought again next year,
reformers will not have the excuse nf
emergency and they will then find out
how many friends they have on the real
werita of liquor reform.

Mr. VERYARD: When the first liquor
referendum Bill was before the Assembly,
I said I would support this class of legis-
lation; and I will support it now, because
Y am anxious for reform. But I am also
anxious that the Bill should not be lost.
Consequently, I am somewhat doubtful
as to what attitude I ought to take. Cer-
tainly the public are prepared for legis-
lation on the lines of the amendment, and
I think the Government wonld be wise
to accept the amendment, TUnqguestion-
ably the drink traffic is a disgraee to our
State. If we wait to take a referendum.
the advantage to be gained will be largely
lost. Rather than sacrifice the Bill, how-
ever, I am prepared to support the refer-
endum proposal of the Government.

Mr. THOMSON: T do not think a
member should give a silent vote on such
a question as (his. When the Bl Yas first
introfluced. | endeavoured to move an
amendment fixing the hours: in fact | did
move #uch an amendment. but withdrew

it:  amt  when. {aler, | endeavoured
v move in  the same direction, |
found 1he Sianding Orders dJdebarred
me fFrom doing  so. Sooner than

have the Bill wreeked, I will vote with the
Government for the rvetention of the ref-
erenduin,  Having aitended the meeting
held recently in Perth to consider liquor
legiglation, T think the general desire is

IS

that the matter should be referred to tue
people. If it is said that the average
member of Parliament trims on such a
question as this, I do not wish that to be
said of me.

Mr. GILCHRIST: I Ilistened atten-
tively to the speech of the Attorney Gen-
eral, which T must say is quite out of
harmony with the speech he delivered when
similar amendmenls to these were sent
down from the other House. On that
ocension he was most conciliatory, and ad-
vised those hehind him to exercise Lheir
judgment as to whether it would be bet-
ter for the Assembly to take apon them-
sclves 40 fix the bours for tbe sale of
lignor or to refer the matter at an eariy
date to the people. On this occasion he
seeks to bully the Committee into re-
jecting the amendments, If the Coun-
¢il’'s amendments to this Bill have not
been called for by the people, as the At-
torney General says, no more was the
measure sent from this House to the
Couneil ealled for by the people,

The Attorney General: The Bill was
introduced in response to the largest de-
putation that ever waited upon Ministers
in this counlry. Your own leader sup-
ported it.

AMr.  GILCHRIST: Abont  three
months before war broke out, a large and
representative meeting of religious bodies
was held in Perth, presided over by
Archbishop Riley. At that meeting it
was decided to request the Government 1o
bring hefore Parliament a Bill relating
to the abolition of barmaids and the res-
trietion of the sale of liguor to minors,
and also for the reference of the guestion
of trading hours to the people at the next
zeneral eleclion, Pursuant to that meet-
ing, a depulation waited on the Premier
and urzed that effect shonld be given to
the reruests of the meeting. The Premisr
answered that deputation with his usual
adroitness. In view of the faet that a
zeneral election was almost on top of
him, he said he personally favoured
national prohibition to he deeided upon
by a majority of the people, and he
added that most of his party agreed with
him in this matter, He said, however,
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that he eould give no promise regarding
the Bill, as he would have to consult his
colleagues. Meanwhile, he advised the
deputation they should go on devoting

lheir energies to edocation of the
people on this important question;
and he said they should insist
that the ruestion of loeal option

he made an issue at the coming election.
He went on to say that if it was made
an issne and the Government were ve-
turned with a stronger party than before
the FLegislative Couneil wonld see that
the people were determined on local
option. The Attorney (ieneral to-niglt
has spoken aboui the sineerity of the
leader of the Opposition on this question.
In view of the Premier’s advice to the
deputation to make the question of liguor
reform an 1ssue at the general eleciion,
with a view to his party coming back
stronger that ever, I do not think there
was much sincerity on the hon gentle-
man’s part. The temperance people
apparently were not altogether gulled,
and in September the Reformer, which
may fairly be called the unofficial organ
of the Labour party, published a leading
artiele from whiech T qunte the follow-
ing—

The present Premier, Mr. Scaddan. »
under a definite pledge to the forces of
reform to make loeal option an ele:-
tion issne, and, if returned with a
majority, to wake an early and earnest
endeavour to pass a measure of loeal
option whieh will give the people eom-
plete control of the lignor traffie.

The article does not end there, but goes
on fo say—

This is right enough so far as il
goes. but if does not go far with those
who remember that the Premier
pledged his party to the repeal of that
masterpieee of political treachery—

And here we see the cloven hoof—
that masterpiece of political treachery,
ilhe Wilsan Licensing Act. and that the
pledze has not heen kept.
The Attornev General: What has this
got to do with the amendment?
Mr, GTT.CHRIST: Very much,
articte continues—

The
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A local option Bill superior in its
vital prineiples to any altempted Aus.
tralian licensing legislalion was intro
duced twiee, and twice practically de-
feated by the liquor agents in his own
party. We would like to believe that
a legitimate attempt was made to give
the people a fair deal, hut when we
consider first that the Premier absente!
himself from the FHouse on both oecea-
sions after giving his known liguor
supporters full authority to do as they
wighed, il makes it rather difffieult. 1t
also makes it rather difficult for us {o
helieve in the sincerity of the remier,
when we find that the Toeal Option Bill
was not introduced until the 17th
August, 1913, over 12 months after
war broke out.

The Attornev General: This bas no-
thing to do with the amendment.

Hon. Frank Wilson: 1t will read very
well to-morrow morning.

Tlhe Aftorney General: Tt is stone wall-
ing.

Mr. GILCHRIST: T am not a stone-
waller. T have never been guilty of stone-
walling and 1 hope T never will he. We
find that early in March of Lhis vear a
popular movement began in favour of the
Government curtailing the hours for the
gale of liquor. Tn that movement the
Weslern Australia Alliance as an organ-
isation had no part, and we find a very
mild comniaint in the Reformer ta the
effect that those responsible for the move.
ment altogether overlooked the people
who had been for so many vears identi-
fiel with the cause of temperanee.
Then they assert that the reason for
these people being overlooked was the
desire to impress on the Government that
this was a movement not of extremisis,
but of leaders altogether unattached to
extreme methods. We find amongst
the number Archbishops Riley and Clune
the mayors of Ieading munieipalities and
the chief representatives of the women’s
organisations. On the 13th March the
Reformer said—

We feel certain that the temperate
views expressed by the speakers en
wared in presenting the above reaso--
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able proposition to the people will meet
with general support.
Su although these people were not con-
nected with the temperanee movement of
thie past they received the blessing of the
olticial temperance organs. This paper
roes on to say—
A small deputation went to the Attor-
ney (eneral—that was the genesis of
the 8 io 8 movement—but the deputa-
tion being unused to the ways of poli-
tiviuns did not understand the reply
ziven lo them by the Atlorney Gen-
eral, bul undersicod him to say that if
they could work up sufficient popular
supprort for their movement the Gov-
ernmenl would be ready to do what
ihey desired.
This deputation eulminafed in a great
meeling in Lthe Tivoli Theaire on 23rd
Mareh when 3,000 people were almost
unanimous in regard 1o the resolutions
submitted to them. It was not until the
eve of that demonstration (hat the Pre-
mier, away on ilhe goldfields, threw out
the hint that the Government did not
intend to carry out the wishes of the
people as expressed at these demonstra-
tions. Subsequently a deputation went
to the Premier and received from him &
reply on the lines of his Kalgoorlie
speech. Very soon afterwards another
demonstration was held in Perth, con-
ducted this time by the Allianee. The
Alltanve had stated definitely that they
did not originate and were not officially
ronnecied with the 8§ to 8 movement; bui
after the Premier and the Attorney Gen-
eral had declared they were not going to

act on the desires of the people expressed -

at this meeling, the Allianee proposed
that the Goevrnment should proceed with
the taking of a poll on the early closing
of hotels, Tnstead of that, the meeting
was held on the 18th May, presided over
by the Rev. F. E, Harry. and two reso-
lutions were carried. The first was—

That immediately the hotels should
he elosed at 6 o'clock every evening
and provision should be made to refer
the question of the closing hours to
the people at the next gencral election.

Which might not come on for another
two years, Mr. Harrv said they were

guing {o insist on the early closing vote
heing taken at the general elections. The
second resolution was—

That the Premier should be asked to
redeem his pledge to introduce legis-
latton for the remowval of the restrie-
tions from the local option poll.

'The Attorney General has no more right
to say that the people have demanded
that this referendum should be taken at
this time than others bave to say that
the people have decided that Parliament
should take upon iiself to deeide the
¢losing honrs, 1 stand by the § to 8
movement, The Attorney General 1s
roing to stand by the demonstration of
lust week. This is an emergency measnre
and therefore should be acted upon im-
mediately. T trust that the Counecil's
amendmeni will be agreed to.

Mr, ROBINSOXN: At the time of emer-
gency the Government, with the powers
they have at their disposal, should
chose different distriets, say Perth and
Fremantle, where the iroops are, and
close the hotels in those distriets at
earlier liours. A Bill was brought before
the House which was in effect a refer-
endum Bill. I supported it, and I sup-
port it again. Members of another House
have thought fit to strike out the pro-
vision for the referendum and insert in
its place 9 1o 9. In this time of stress
I'think it is a wiser provision than that
we should spend £35,000 on a referen-
duln, But the question we have to decide
is whether we are going to run the risk
of the Bill being dropped. I therefore
propose to support the Bill in its origi-
nal form, relving on the assurance of the
Attorney General that the referendum
will be taken not later than Febmary, if
the Bill is passed. Parliament is in an
unfortunate position and the Govern-
ment alone can save that position.

The Premier: The Government can
save no position against intrigue.

Mr. ROBINSON: There is no in-
trizue as far as [ am concerned. Rather
than lose the reform I am willing to ae-
cepi the suggestion of the Government,

Hon, Frank Wilson: And yon will
lose the Bill.
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Mr, ROBINSON: I propose to place
before any party issue what I deem to be
my duty to the eountry in connection
with this liquor law reform, and I am
going to vote with the Government,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I supporled
the Bill because we had not an oppor-
tunity to deal with the question in any
other way. We are morally beund to do
anything we can to lessen (he drink evil.

The Premier: ou know it has been les-
sened considerably in the last six months
as compared with the same period of the
Previous year.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Simply be-
cause the people are not in the finaneial
position to indulge as before. If the
Governmeni. had judiciously exereised the
powers grapted under the licensing Act
Amendment, there would have been no
necessity for this measure. That Aet has
never been put into operation,

The Premier: You have been represent-
ing the trade ever since you have been
here.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I insist on
the Premier withdrawing the remark that
I represent any one except the electors
of Perth. ’

The Premier:
them.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
has asked the Premier to withdraw the
remark.

The Premier: I withdraw. .

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : The war has
been in progress 16 months and this mea-
sure is only now brought before the
House.

The Premier: That 1s incorrect.

Hon. J, ). CONNOLLY: At first it
was proposed that the referendum should
he taken in May next, hui the ecriticism
of members has induced the Government
to determine to take it within three
months. The cost will be from £5,000 to
£10,000 for a measure to operate for nine
months. The referendum might result in
‘hotels being closed two or three hours
earlier than at present, but we shall have
" the anomaly of them opening at 6 a.m.
If the Council’s amendment is accepted,
this anomaly will be removed and the

You do not represent
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trading hours of hotels will be reduced
by five per day. Further, the reduetion
might be brought into foree almost im-
mediately. These are good and sufficient
reasons for aceepting the Council’s
amendments.

The PREMIER: Sin¢e I have been in
the Chamber ] have never lieard so much
insineerity and so many aftempls to mis-
lead the public as on this question. The
member for Perlh has endeavoured to
make the people believe he is desirous of
taking a referendum on the liquor ques-
tion, Every aetion he has taken since he
has heen a public man has been in the
direction of prevenling the people from
having any control of the liquor trade. No
other member has so used his position to
retain the control in the hands of the
trade, The hon, member does not suggest
the hours of 9 am. to 9 p.m. in the in-
terests of temperance reform, but in the
interests of those who suggested it to bim,
namely, the trade. What is the use of
him altempting to lead the people to he-
lieve he is in favour of 9 to 9 in the in-
terests of temperance reform? He wants
9 1o 9 hecause he is afraid 6 o’clock will
be fixed as the closing hour if a refer-
endum is taken. The Government are
prepared to abide by the decision of the
people but the hon, member is not pre-
pared to trust them. He is nol prepared
to gay in this House what he has said oul-
side. He does not desire temperance re-
form in the direction the people want it.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: You do not want
9 o'cloek at Kalgoorlie.

The PREMIER: Whatever the “people
decide we shall aecept, but have the peo-
ple of Perth a right to decide the quesiion
for the people of Kalgoorlie? If the
Government did not desire to give effect
io the people’s wishes in the metropolitan
area, they could fix the closing hour at
G o'cloek,

Mr. George: Why do not you do ii?

The PREMIER: Does the bon. mem-
ber sugges! that we should?

Mr, George: Tf you are satisfied that
hotels should clese ai  that hour, you
shonld fix it.

{Mr. MeDowall vesunied the Chair.]
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The PREMIER: I wanl an bhonest
reply and not an atlempt Lo gull the pub-
lie. The ruestion 15 whether Parliament
shall drastically alter the licensing law
without giving the people an vpporiunity
to express an opinion. We have no right
to dv . The whole agiiation for the
hours of 9 to 9 has come from the metro-
politan ares, where the conditions have
materially changed since the declaration
of war. I admit something should be
done, but the people are the hest judges
of this matter. Why are members afraid
lo trust the people? If they wish the
hotels al Kalgoorlie to remain open un-
til 11 p.m. that will not worry me, but it
is the right of the people to decide, Where
are Ihe changed condilions on the gold-
fields excepl that we desire the people lo
economise? Have we a right to force our
views on them? Did the members for
Perth and Murray-Wellington urge the
reduction of frading hours of hotels al
the Jast election? MNo. One seetion of
the commumtiy should not force ils will
npen another section,

Hon. J. D. Connolly: At a eost of
£10,080.

The PREMIER : The hon. member has
heen aciing during the last fortnight. and
particularly during the last two or three
days in such a way as to cause the State
to spend thousands of pounds for his
parly purposes and for party purposes
alone. Now ihe hon, member talks about
avoiding the cost of a referendum. If
the referendum costs £6,000 and saves the
community £600,000, 11 will be £6,000
well invested. But the hon. member is
afraid of the referendum. I e wants to
save not the £6,000 but his own fare,
first with the publicans, and secondly
with the public, if he ecan. The hon. mem-
ber eannot deny that (his is his atiitude.
Did he take the platform in favour of
the 8§ to 8 movement?

Mr. B. J. Siubbs: He was afraid of
it.

The PREMIER: Ile was opposed to
it.

AMr, Thomson: T was noi afraid.

The PREMIER: T want this position
to be clearly understood by the publie.
T am pnot going to permit a big question
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hke tins, which affecis the interests of
the Stale very materially, to be cast aside
by a few whe are only desirous of serving
their own party ends by deliberately
tbrowing dust in the eyes of ihe publie,
when the trath is known to me, as well as
to other hon. members, that lhe reason
why they want the 9 to 9 hours is Lhat
these will be in ihe inieresis of the publi-
cans who ask for them.

Mr. George: Rubbish.

The PREMIER: Let the hon. member
go to the member for Perth and ask him
whether he could honestly say that the
irade ilself has not suggested the nine
10 nine closing. [ say they did. 1t is for
fear of the people demanding something
more than the trade was prepared lo give
that they now want this Bill set aside, and
by throwing dusl in the eyes of the peo-
ple, assert that we are passing it because
we wani to save £6,000. 1 say the publie
will readilv subseribe that for the pur-
pose of getting a first grip on the trade
which the hon. member is protecting so
well, and that they will not complain
abont the expenditure either., We have
never changed our views from the very
moment when we 1{ouched the liquor
trade. We came down last session with
an emergency Bill. We told this House
and the other Chamber that we required
thai Bill, that it should not interfere with
the Licensing Act exeepl when certain
emergencies arose. e explained what
the circumstances were. We had the
courage to do this, and the temperance
organisations, backed by some of our own
supporters, commenced an agitation in
the State to ask us to bring in a Bill in-
troducing the eight to eight opening of
hotels as against the six to eleven. We
declined to do it because they eould not
show any emergeney such as we thougbt
should arise hefore taking this conrse. T
say as soon as this can be shown that we
are prepared to put that Aect into opera-
tion. T said that we were prepared to
allow the people to decide on this
question as to whether the conditions
are such that the hours of opening
licensed premises shall be shortened, and
that Parliament will then. give them the
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opportunity of submitting a Bill, The
public are wailing eagerly for the op-
portunity of expressing themselves on the
proposal. Hon. members who are op-
posing it here and in another place,
always have prevented, and always will
prevent, if possible, the public from ever
expressing their opinion on the liguor
question, beeause fthey are, while repre-
senting their constituents, more con-
cerned about the publicans, who hold
more influence in proportion to the nom-
ber of electors in a constituency than
any other organisation. Thus, they are
desirous of protecting those who have
been largely responsible for the election
of some of lhese members. Then hon.
members in the same breath tell the
House and the public that we are pledged
to a referendum on the question. There
is no need for the hon. member to make
any excuse. If the referendum can be
taken and the public can give expression
to their opinions, then the trade will be
sure to suffer. FHe knows that, and he is
thus trying to protect the trade,

Mr. GEORGE: I should have been
obliged to the Premier if he had given
ns more argument and less abnse. We on
our side are restrained from replying to
the Premier by interjection during the
lime when he is ranting. We have had to
sit down under bis castigation, and we
will now give him a littie of his own back.
If the PPremier tells us anvthing at all,
he says that he would prefer to lose the
Bill.

The Premnier: I never mentioned any-
thing aboul losing the Bill.

Mr. GEORGE: He told us practically
that he would prefer to lose the Bill than
Jose the principles upon which he has
heen ranting to-night.

The CHATRY AN : T wounld remind the
hon. member that the use of the word
“ranting’ is scarcely Parliamentary,

Ar. GEORGE: Tt is found in Webster.

The CHAIRMAN: There are many
words in 1ebsfer which are not Parha-
mentary. 'Fhere are the words “untrue”
and “lie.”

NMr. GEORGE: [ have not used either
of those words.
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The CHAIRMAN: They are in Web-
ster, bul are not Parliamentary. It would
be better if the hon. member would re-
frain from the use of the word I have
mentioned.

Mr, GEORGE: The words “ranting”
and “ranier” are applied to people who
are painfully in earnest. The Premier
was painfully in earnest when he was
addressing the House. Attempts have
been made session after session to deal
with what is recognised to be a great
evil, that of intemperanee. Temperance
orators and enthusiasts have been trying
all they can lo get complete prohibition
by one blow. There has been no great
reform in the history of the world which
has ever been completed at one time.
TUnionigm, which is so vitally connected
with the present Government, did not
obtain its power by one stroke. It went
along step by step until it obtained ifs
present position. The same thing ap-
plies to the temperance question. Mem-
bers who have had to do with elections
will know that-the extremists, whether
on the one side or the other, is
taken no notiece of, and that it is the
quiet man who will help to win an elee-
tion. Tt is not the people who are ah-
solute prohibitionists that are going to
be of assistance at the polls, and who
will be useful in bringing ahout temper-
ance reform. There are many people in
every community who are moderate
drinkers, Those are ihe people that the
{emperance orators and Parliament have
to refer to, if they are going to get a
meed of alteration in the eonditions whieh
apply to-day. In regard to the hours of
opening and elosing of hotels, I think
it would he far better for the House to
take its own vesponsibility on the ques-
tion to-day, and then let members go be-
fore their electors when the time comes
an¢l receive their approbation or disap-
probation for their actions. We are in
times of siress. The whole fate of the
Empire is at stake, and the whole effort
of every part of the Empire should be
devoted to getting our house inte order.
We have no right to call upon the people
to enter into turmoil and submit to in-
terference with their ordinary avocations
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if by standing to our guns we can bring
about a solution of the question. I would
not like to see the Bill lost, but L am
firmly convioced that if the Attorney
General’s motion is carried the measure
will be lost. The fate of the Bill rests
with this Chamber. I ask temperance
men, both within and without this Cham-
ber, whether they would rather lose the
Bill for the sake of a shibboleth in this
time of stress, or get that measure of
reform which is represented by the hours
nine to nine? When the original Bill
dealing with the liquor referendum was
introduced, we were led to understand
that the referendum would be taken in
May next., Now the Attorney General
tells us it shall be taken before the end
of February. But T want to ask the same
question as was put by the member for
Mount Margaret, If we believe that this
restriction, or any restriction, of hours
will be for the general good of the peopls,
why not put it in force at onee? Why
wait until the end of Febrouary? It can
be put in force within the next few
weeks, Why wait, with a time close at
hand during which people are disposed
to srend money lavishly and foolishly?
The saving of money is the chief excuse
we have for this legislation. Delay means
that the savings of the people will be
wasted in hotels and

Mr. O Loghlen: You are the greatest
ranler of all.

Mr, GEORGE: 1 do not care a tup-
peany damn.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr, GEORGE: I do not care a tup-
penny hang if I am the greatest ranter,
I am sorry if I have used a word which
must offend.

The CHATRMAN: I would like the
hon. member to confine himself to the
question, and 1 wonld like to say his
speech is remarkably similar to a previ-
ous speech and savours of ftedious repe-
tition.

Mr. GEORGE: It is rather diffienlt.
when one feels strongly on a subjeect, to
avoid repetition. T fear the Bill may bhe
cast oul altogether, which weuld bhe a
shame. as it means a loss to the State.
The Premier—if within the Standing
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Orders 1 may say so—would absolutely
rejoice if the Bill were thrown into the
waste-paper basket and if he eould have
the excuse to give to the couniry that the
Legislative Counecil had blocked reform.
The scathing language which he applied
to the member for Perth applies, in my
opinion, with tenfold force to the Pre-
mier himself. If there is any hypocrisy
in the matter, it lies with the gentleman
who adorns the position of Premier but
lacks the courage to state his real
opinions to the House and to the coun-
try. He wants the Bill thrown out, hut
i nol man enough to say so.

Mr. FOLEY: I bave listened wiih
much patience to the wetnber for Murray-
Wellington, who, I think, might have
“member for froth and fireworks” tacked
on to his title. He alleges that we on this
side desire the loss of the Bill, in order
that we may use that loss as a lever
against the Council when we go to the
couniry. I put it to the good sense of
this Chamber {hat if thcre were any need
to use the matter of this Bill against the
Council, it would be good-hye to the
Upper House, The member for Murray-
Wellington said that the Premier ranted.
I have never known intemperate speakers
on temperance to do anything, either in-
side or outside this Chamber, to advance
temperance reform. At present they are
trying to put a good face on the matter
because they are being pushed in the
metropolitan area.  They say to those
who push them. “We are doing our ut-
most to bhelp you.” But during my ex-
perience of this Chamber 1 have not
known them to forther the temperance
cause, nor to use arguments of a tem-
perate nature. The proposal to fix the
hours from 9 to 9 emanated solely from
the liquor trade in the metropolitan area,
and that trade regnlated the trade or en-
deavoured to do so. throughout the State.
As far as the taking of the referendum
is coneerned, when the Bill was previ-
ously bhefore us, T said that we were
shirking our responsihilities in not set-
ting out the hours during which liquor
should be sold, but that if the honrs were
to be stated I would not vote in favonr
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of 9 to 9. The metropolitan members are
not sincere over this matter. 1 know of
ne metropolitan member who has ever
addressed a meeting on this question.

My, ROBINSON: On a point of order,
I echallenge the statement of the hon.
member., I am a metropolitan member
and I have repeafedly spoken on this
question at public meetings. The hon.
member must therefore withdraw the
statement in regard to me.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
for Leonora did not make a statement
about the member for Canning.

Mr. Robinson: I am a metropolilan
member.

The CHAIRMAN: The member for
Canning considers that the statement re-
flects on him and therefore I must ask
the member for Leonora to withdraw the
statement,

Mr. FOLEY: I will withdraw it. The
member for Murray-Wellington says that
he is willing to trust the people, but when
it comes to the dying hours of the session,
when hon. members opposite can see
something else ahead, when they are
using all the powers they possess in the
direction ¢of ebanging their places to this
side of the House, it is easy to see that
they are using all those powers for that
purpose alone. So far as I am concerned,
I do not care on which side I am sitting.
I would prefer to see the referendum
proposal submitted in the form in which
we had it in the first measure, that is,
to give every member of the community
the right to say what should ohtain in
their different districts taking into con-
sideration the local conditions.  Every
portion of the State should have the right
to say what the hours for the sale of
liqguor should be.  When the Bill was
previously before the Hounse, the hon.
member for Murray-Wellington did not
express the same views as he expressed
to-night. TPerhaps that was becanse the
eyes of the temperance people in the
metropolitan area were centered on him
and on all the members of the metropoli-
tan area, but if there is to be an election
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in the near future there will be questions
of graver moment to answer than this
ohe.

[Hon, M. F. Troy took the Chair.]

Mr. THOMAS: T feel that some mea-
sure of heat is justified on a matter of
this kind. It is not a small question; it
is probably one of the biggest questions
Western Austiralia has to deal with to-
day. T feel so strongly on the matter
that T am prepared to take a definite
stand upon the principles T have advo-
cated, no matter what the results may be.
I am of the opinion that the objeet
sought to be served is to side-track the
purpose of the temperance movement in
Western Anstralia.

Mr. Smith: What evidence have you on
that point?

{212 o’clock midnight.]

Mr. THOMAS: My own intelligence
tells me that if we have the closing hours
from 9 to 9 the reform effected will pe
of a very unsatisfactory character. I
have been told that in Melbourne, where
something similar is in operation, the
hotel keepers, to get over the difficuliy,
have offered inereased inducements to
the pecple in the shape of providing the
working men with a free and easy bar,
so that, instead of going home before tea
and returning later, the working men
go straight to the hotel, where they re-
main until the elosing hour, with the re-
sult that, instead of it being a legitimate
reform, the conditions are litile better
to-day than they were before.

Mr. Allen: Suppose the people voted
9 to 9, the same thing would apply?

{Mr. McDowal]l resumed the Chair.]

Mr. THOMAS: QOnce the people have
voted on a referendum the responsibility
wilt rest with the people. It is only
logical to assume that, having expressed
their opinion, whatever the result, they
will honourably abide by it. No matter
what hour we may fix in Parliament
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there will always be open the charge that
this piece of legislation has been foreed
on the people, Where is the wrong in
giving the people an opportunity of ex-
pressing their sovereign will upon a
question of vital importance to every
man, woman and child in the country?
The one objection is the argument of ab-
jeet fear of allowing the people to take
a hand., That explains the opposition to
the referendum. It has been suggested
that the Premier is not in earnest. What
evidence of insineerity has he shown?
He has laid down the prineiple that every
Labour man holds dear, hamely the right
of giving the people the Supreme power
to govern themselves.

Mr. Robinson: Then you think a great
deal more of that than of the liquor ques-
tion?

Mr. THOMAS: We are told that if we
do not aceept this sop the Bill will be lost
altogether. If the Bill is thrown out by
another place, upon their shoulders will
rest the responsibility.

Mr. Bolton: Tt will not be thrown out.

Mr. THOMAS: 1 am prepared to do
my duty, and will take the responsibility
of my action. Those who are so disloyal
to the people as to refuse them ibis op-
portunity will have to accept the respon-
sibility of the course they adopt. TIf ever
there was a time when the people were
crying alond for an epportunity to speak
for themselves it is now. I appeal to
lion. members to allow party polities to
sink in the face of this great problem
affecting the lives and happiness of every
man and woman in the country. If we
eannot rise above bickering en a queslion
such as this, the sooner we are sent back
whenece we came, the better,

The Minister for Mines: The Commit-
tee to-night bas been like a blackfellow’s
corroboree.

Mr. THOMAS: From Lord Kitchener
and Mr. Lloyd George, down to the poor-
est citizen in Western Australia, the cry
has gone forth throughout the Empire for
some reform that will help us through our
great struggle. While that appeal is
being made we find members throwing in-
sults across the Chamber and aceusing
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others of being insincere. Legislators
bave the power to say to the people
“Take it in your own hands and declare
what the reform sball be” We are ask-
ing for some paliry miserable portion of
the great measure which will enable West-
ern Australia to become the grand young
country it ought to be,

Mr, Gilehrist: It has taken you four
years to remember your principles.

Mr. THOMAS: Two great reforms I
have advoeated during tbe whole of my
political eareer are free education and a
sober people. I am no wowser. I believe
in a reasonable participation in the good
things of life but, if my moderate indul-
genge is going to deprive moihers and
little ehildren of decent food and elothing,
any little thing I might have to give away
is not to be considered in the halance
against the good it will bring to others.
I have seen much of what has been done
by the liquor traffie. I bear no grudge
against anyone in the trade. It has
grown up under the sanction of the law,
and the individual who obeys the law
should not be blamed by anyone, If this
Bill is lost, and the people do not get

" what they are fighting for, only one see-

tion of individuals will be to blame, and
that is Parliament. Tt will be the great-
est blot on the Parliamentary history
of this State if, with our opportunity
and with public opinion ripe, nay clam-
ouring, for the opportunity to effect a
reform, we turn tbat grand enthusiasm
aside and render it nugatory. If we but
let public opinion decide, I should he
prepared to ask the people to vote hon-
estly and squarely as conscience dictates.
This is one of the big problems facing
not only Western Australia but other
countries. TIf the reform is denied, it
will not be leng before the clamour will
become so loud that no member will dare
to refuse to the people the voice and the
opportunity they demand. My firm con-
viction is that the people would vote for
the hours of 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., and this
reform would lay the foundations of a
great prosperity that no other one measnre
advocated could possibly bring about.
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Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The member for
(iascoyne interjected that it had taken the
member for Bunbury four years to re-
member his prineiples. I would ask how
long has it taken the member for Gas-
eoyne to forget his principles. A few
vears ago, when he held the position of
¢lergyman, he would not have given ex-
pression to the opinions he has voiced
here, What right have members of the
Legislature to fix the hours for hotel
trading? Amongst the members of the
community there are great differences of
opinien as to what those hours should
be, and how can we ascertain the view
of the majority other than by a referen-
dum? The proposed referendum has he-
hind it everyone of those influential peo-
ple who supported the 8 fo 8 movement.
The very men who to-day advoeale stipn-
lating the hours in the Bill at that time
opposed the 8 to 8 movement, Now, when
they realise that the referendum prinei-
ple has grown and because they are fear-
ful that even shorter hours might be
earried they wurge that Parliament
shonld do its duty and stipu-
Jate the hours in the Bill. The
movement for the . referendum pro-
posal is just as widely advocated and
endorsed to-day as was the movement for
the 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. question. The people
of the State have expressed their opinion
right from Cune to Alhany. This motion
which T will read has been earried by
enormous concourses of people. The
motion states that in view of the admitted
necessity of conserving our national re-
sour¢es and also of the benefits which
have acerued wherever sales of liquor
have been restricted these people respect-
fully wrge the Government not to close
the present session of Parliamen! bhefore
an Act embodying the principles con-
tained in the Sale of Liquor Regnlation
Bill is placed upon the Statute-book.
giving the people of the State the right to
determine for themselves on the day of
the next Province elections the reduction
of hours of liquer trading, which they are
prepared to support and enforee in their
respective denominations. That resolution
supporting this referendom proposal has
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been carried by the following bodies.
There were 25 Methodist churches, 14
Congregational churches, eight Baptist
churches, seven congregations of the
Chureh of Christ, three Presbyterian,
13 Anglican, five 1.0.G.T. lodges, five
L.O.R. lodges, four branches of the
W.C.T.U., four of the Women’s Service
Guild, three of the Sons of Temperance,
and one branch of the L.OL. This reso-
lution had been submitted to the churches
at their evening services, where fairly
large congregations have heen assembled,
and has been earried by these congrega-
tions from Cue to Albany, showing
clearly that the people of the Siate are
behind the Government in their desire
to give them the right to express their
views upon this liquor question. There
must be some ullerior motive behind
many of the expressions of opinion we
have heard this evening. Some attempt
i being made to prevent the people from
expreszing themselves on Llhis question.
They are pot likely to be gulled, how-
ever, by the opinions of people whose
past actions they well remember, becanse
they know full well that those members
have never previously expressed them-
selves in favour of temperance reform.
These members now try to place con-
tumely upon this Government, becanse I
believe they have knowledge that another
place is attempting to wreck this mea-
sure.

Mr. George: You have no right lo say
that.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: 1 do not endeav-
our to place a halo around my head like
the hon, member does.

Mr. George: T do not think the hon.
member is in order in referring to my
halo. [t is my own privale property; he
eould nat wear it if he tried.

The CHATRMAN: T do not think the
hon. memher is out of order.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: T want to assure
members that people of the State and of
the metropolitan area particularly, are
walching the actions of the Legislature
at the present time in this matter, and
thal all the sophistry members can bring
to bear is not likely to gull the people, be-
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cause the people know who are their
friends on this question.

Question pnt and pessed, the Council’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 2.—Clause 15: Omit the first two
paragraphs and insert the following:—
**1f at the commencement of this Aet any
licensed premises are held under lease,
the lessee shall be allowed by the lessor
a proporlionate reduction of the rent of
the premises, in the same ratio to the full
rent as the reduction in hours bears to
the time during which the premises might
bave been lawfully open for the sale of
liquor except for this Aect, and a like
proporiionate reiarn of a part of the
premium (if any) paid by Lhe lessee to
the lessor, apportioned to the period dur-
ing which this Aet is in foree: Provided
that if any lessee or lessor considers him-
gelf unduly penalised by the incidence of
this section he may require the question
of adjustment of rent or rent and pre-
mium lo be submitted to arbitration un-
der the provisions of ‘The Arbitration
Aet, 1895 and by an award to be made
thereunder the rent or rent and premium
to be payable by the lessee or sub-
lessee during and in respect of such
period shall be at such reduced rate as
in the circumstances of the case may be
deemed reasonable, and the award shall
be binding vpon the parties and final.”
Amend the Iast paragraph of the clanse
by adding to the interpretation of
*lessee” “and also a mortgagee of a lease
or sub-lease,” and by adding to the in-
terpretation of “lessor” “and also a mort-
gagee of the lessor or of the land com-
prised in the lease”:

The ATTORNEY
nove—

That the amendment be not ugreed to.

Mr. George called sattention to the
state of the THouse: hells rung and a
quorum formed.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result :—

GENERAL : I

Ayes - .. .. 26
Noes .. .. T
Majority for .. 19
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AYER,
Mr. Allen Mr. Johnson
Mr. Angwin Mr, E. . lobisicen
Mr. Bolton Mr. Mullany
Mr. Carpenter Mr. Robinsen
Mr. Chesson Mr. Scaddap
Mr. Cnlller Mr, Smith
Mr. Cunnlogham Mr, B. J. Siubbs
Mr. Foley Mr. Thomas
Mr. Green Mr. Thomson
Mr. Grifiths Mr. Underwood
Mr. Harrlson Mr, Veryard
Mr. Heftmann Mr, Walker
Mr. Hickmoit Mr. O'Loghblen
(Teller).
NOES.
Mr. Connolly Mr. Mitckell
Mr. George Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Hudson Mr, Glichrist
Mr. Lefroy ( Teller.)
Question thus passed, the Council’s

amendment not agreed to.

On motions by the AFTORNEY GEN-
ERAL the following amendments were
not agreed to:—

No. 3--Strike out Clause 16.

No. 4+—New clause: Insert the foillow-
ing Lo stand as No. 2:—“For the pur-
poses of this Aet ‘Licenscd premises, in
sa¢iion nincly-seven of the Licensing Act,
1911, means premises 1in respect of
which a license under the Licensing Aet,
1911, has been granted and is in force,
and ineludes State hotels, refreshment
rovins, and restaurant cars, a vessz] for
whichi a packec license is held, and regis-
tered elubs. ‘Licensee’ means any person
holding or entitled to exercise a license
under lhe Licensing Aet, 1911, or*granted
by the Commissioner of Railways aulho-
rising ke sale of liquor in any railway
refreshment room or restaurant ecar, and
the secretary of any registered club hold-
iny a certificate under the Licensing Aet,
1911. ‘Liguor’ means intoxicating liquor
within the meaping of the Licensing Act,
1911.”

No. 5—New elavse: Insert the follow-
ing to stand as Neo, 3:—“Section ninety-
seven of the Licensing Aect, 1911, is
amended hy siriking out the word ‘six)
in line six thereof, and inserting the word
‘nine,’ and by striking ont the word
‘eleven.” in line seven thereof, and in-
serting the word ‘nine.”



2546

No. 6—The Title: After the word
“to,” in line one, insert the words “amend
the Licensing Act, 1911, and to.”

A commitiee consisting of the Attorney
General, the member for Canning (Mr
Robinson) and fhe member for York
(Mr. Griffiths) drew up reasons for not
agreeing to the amendments made by the
Legislalive Council.

Reasons adopted, and a Message ae-
cordingly returned to tbe Counecil.

BILL—PROHIBITION OF TREAT-
ING ON LICENSED PREMISES.
Received from the Council and, on mo-

tion by Hon. M. B. Lefroy, read a first

time.

BILL — METROPOLITAN WATER
SUGPPLY, SEWERAGE AND
DRAINAGE ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from the Council,” and on
motion by Mr. George, read a first time.

Second Reading.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington)
[12.53] in moving the second reading
said: The Bill is necessary as a check
on the fleecing under the principal Act of
the property owners of Perth and Fre-
mantle. Hon. members are aware that
the properly owners have been fairly
we]l fleeced hy the departmeni in the in-
terests, I presume, of various trade
unionisks, whe have had to do the work,
The Minisfer for Works says this will not
stop the fleecing, 1 am aware that it
may not. However, we have fhere an
admission hy the Minister for Works that
the fleecing by the department has oc-
curred, and I trust to the sense of mem-
bers to see that the system is stopped.
The Bill will ensure the owner or oecu-
pier receiving from the department a bill
" of charges.

The Premier: They do not get it from
any private tradesmen.

Mr. GEORGE: But they do. At any
rate, if the property owners cannot get
it from the private tradesmen, are the
Giovernment so afraid of the work of
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their own department that they will re-
fuse to the personm who has to pay an
opportunity of seeing the items on which
ihe demand is made¥ I thought the Gov-
ernment stood for honesty, to see that the
people of the State were not fleeced. The
Bill merely provides that when the Gov-
ernment do the work the owner shall
have the right to serutinise the items for
whieh he is charged. A case was recently
brought before us in which £50 had been
charged for work of the value of about
£40. T myself know an instanee in which
£260 was charged by the department for
work for which £145 would have heen
perhaps a fair thing. And there was Lhe
utmost diffienlty in getting details from
the department. It required eontinued
applieations, backed by some influence,
to enable the owner in question to see
what he was being charged for. The
Miinister for Mines, if he chose, could
give some instances of the extracrdinary
number of persons who bave been un-
necessarily engaged in the depariment.
Tip to within the last month or so, there
were 50 or 60 officials taking the time
of some 600 employees. If the depart-
ment has gone to that extent in regard
to timekeepers, goodness knows how 1ar
it has gone in respect to clerical assist-
ance. It is all very well for Ministers to
say that if a bill of particulars iz given
it will lead to trouble. Would not that
he betler than cheating the properiy-
owner for whom the work has been done?
Seeing that the Government are author-
ised by special Act of Parliameni to do
the work, they ought to take pride in sce-
ing Lhat the people for whom the work
is done are not overcharged. Tn fact, the
Government ought to do the work more
cheaply than ean private tradesmen; be-
cause the Government are not, or should
not be, out to make profits in connection
with the sewerage scheme, the object of
wlich is {o provide improved sanitary
arrangemenis so that there may be better
health conditions, and less disease in the
community., While this is praiseworthy
and desirable, there should be no neces-
sity for it to be turned into a means for
extortion without giving the people an
opportunity to check the charges hy in-
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ststing on the wmen recording the times
they have worked on the various jobs.

The Minjster for Works: Why do not
you ialk reasonably?

Mr. GEQRGE: If the Government
will pass the Bill, T shall have nothing
further to say. 1 take it from the in-
timation of lhe Minister for Works that
the Government are favourable.

Mr. Foley: The Minister can speak for
himself only.

Mr. GEORGE: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time,

On motion by the Minister for Mines
debate adjourned.

7 'elock, am.

BIL.I—WAR COUNCIL.
Council’s amendment.

Returned from the Couneil with an
amendment which was now considered.

In Commitice.

Hon. M. F, Troy in the Chair,
Premier in charge of the Bill

Clanse 4—After the word “eouncil”
at the end of Subclause 1 add “or its
agenl” :

The PREMIER: T move—

That the amendment be agreed to.
It will enable us to appoint the mayors
of municipalities and c¢hairmen of roads
boards to grant authority as agents for
the council to persons o hold funetions
for raising funds.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I do not think
that gives any authority.

The PREMIER: I think it does.

Hon, FRANEK WILSON: If we have
power to appoint an agent, is it advisable
to give such agent authority to grant
permission to any person? The idea is
that the War Counecil should issne the
permits,

Mr. Thomas : Representatives would
be needed in every country town.

Hon, FRANK WILSON : But the
authority should be sought from the War
Couneil. The amendment would give the
power of the ecouncil to an agent.

the
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The Minister for Mines: It could be
withdrawn if it was abused.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That is be-
side the question.

The Premier: The brains of your party
in anotlter place thought it necessary.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : The Pre-
mier is always insulting. We do nol
want agents to grant these permits.

The Minister for Works: They will be
in a fix if they do not have agents.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The
Couneil should grant the permits.
amendment i3 a mistake.

Mr. CARPENTER : The amendment
is a very useful addition to the Bill
When the second reading was before the
House, T had an amendment of the kind
in mind. It would be impossible for the
ceniral council to fairly judge whelher
a person should be entitled fo take up a
collection, but if the mayor of the cor-
poration or chairman of the roads board
or other responsible person were charged
with the duty of making inquiry and had
power to grant or withhold the permit,
it would remove an obstacle which
might otherwise prevent many people
from earrying on very useful work.
Without the amendment it might be
diffteult for anyoase who wanted {o do so
to raise money for war purposes,

Question put and passed; Council’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a Message accordingly returned to
the Couneil.

War
The

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVE
(No. 2).

Returned from the Couneil with an
amendment.

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT.
Council's Iessane,

Message received from the Couneil
notifying that it insisted on its amend-
ments Nos. 1. 3, 5, and 6, but that in res-
pect to amendment No. 4 it proposed an
alternative amendment.
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BILL-PRICE OF GOQOODS.
All Stages.

Introduced by the Premier and read
8 first time,

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Secaddan—
Brown Hill-Tvanhee) [1.12 am.] in
moving the seeond reading said: This Bill
is to provide for the appeintment of a
Royal Commission for the purpose of
fixing, if necessary, the maximom or
minimum prices of the necessaries of life.
The provisions of this Bill are almost on
all fours with the provisions contained
in the Control of trade in War Time
Act.

Mr. Smith: How many members do
you propose to appoint as a Royal Com-
mission §

The PREMIER: We have not decided
that yet. Wonld the hon. member like
to know who they would be?

Mr. Smith: Yes,

The PREMIER: The hon. member’s
attitude on the Bill is likely to be decided
by the question as to who will form the
personnel! of that commission.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why do yon sug-
gest this?

The PREMIER: Because the other
Bill was lost on personal grounds and
not on its merits. Some of the additional
provisions as compared with the old Bill
are to be found in Subclanse 2 of Claunse
3 which provides as follows:—

In the exercise of the powers con-
ferred bv this section (he Governor
may—(a) fix and declare different
maximiim prices, or maxXimnm and
minimum prieces, aeccording to differ-
ences in quality or description of the
necessaries of life, or in the guan-
tity sold.

The Governor mnay, of course, on the re-
commendation of the Commission only
fix both the maximum and the minimum
prices. That I think is essential. This
is where a weakness was found pre-
viously. These prices can only be fixed
according to the difference in the qual-
ity of the goods concerned and not as
previously, one price being (ixed which
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would apply to any quality or definition
of the necessaries of life or ihe quan-
tity sold. Previously, a diffienlty was
found in fixing the price of goods which
were sold in huge quantities, and of set-
tling the difference between these goods
anid goods which were gold in snall quan-
tities. We now under (his Bill will have
jower to fix the maximum and minimum
price aceording to the auantity as well as
the qualitv of the goods.

Mr. Smith: You would stop a man
from redneing his price?

The PREMIER: Yes, does the hon.
member disagree with that?

Mpr, Smith: Yes. [ might be stopped
from redusing lhe price- of the Sunday
Times to one penny,

The PREMIER: I think I did admit
to-night that this newspaper was a neces-
sary of life. I de not think that it is
likely the price will be fixed merely from
the point of view of the eonsumer, the

public, but also from the point of
view of leaving a fair margin of
profit to the produeer, otherwise
there would be no {irade at all

There are oceasions when it 1s necessary
to fix both prices for the purpose of
protecting the man who is producing
in this State against the middle
man, and at the same time thus giving
proper and fair consideration to the
consumer. We do not want to fix the
price merely for the purpose of proteet-
ing the interests of the consumer but al-
so for the purpose of protecting the in-
terests of the produeer. After all the
producer and the consumer do not eome
directly into contact with each other.
Unless we have the control we are ask-
ing for we shall probably be handing
over the producer to the tender merecies
of the middle man in our desire to pro-
tect the consumer. This would, of
course not be desirable. We do not want
to do any injury to anyone in the com-
munity. Both the producer and the con-
sumer must receive consideration at the
hands of any Government. We propose
to fix and declare different prices for dif-
ferent parts of the State, and vary any
prices previously fixed but so as to apply
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ouly to fulure transaetions, and that in
fixing any price to do so relatively to
such stondards of measurement, weight,
capacity or otherwise as the Governor,
on the recommendation of the Commis-
sion may think proper. That is an alter-
ation of the powers previously granted
under the Control of Trade in War Time
Act. In Clauses 4, which is praetically
a penal clause, it is provided that—

No person having in his possession
or power any necessaries of life in ex-
cess of personal requirements shall re-
fuse to sell and deliver the same to
any person on demand, and on pay-
ment or tender of the maximum price
so fixed. Penalty: One thousand
pounds or imprisonment for not ex-
ceeding 12 months. (2) If any person
sells or offers for sale any necessary of
life at a priee higher than the maxi-
mum price, or at a lower price than
the minimum priee fired under this
Act, he shall be guilty of an offence,
and liable on conviction to a penalty
not exceeding £100, and in case of sale
shall be liable to refund to the pur-
chaser the difference between the fixed
maximum price apnd the higher price
at whieh the necessary of life was
sold.

The only other alteration is in Clause 9
‘¢Beizure of necessary commodities with-
held from sale.’” That clause gives the
Commission power to seize any neces-
saries of life which are being stored or
withheld from sale, after report to the
Governor and by approval of the Gov-
ernor-in-Council, that is, after allowing
for minimum quantities for the use of
the holder.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Is that new?

The PREMIER: Yes.
vided in Clause 6—

That no person shall buy up or store
the necessaries of life with intent to
raise the prices thereof or to prevent
the free cirenlation thereof.

At the same time we want to have pro-
vision not merelv to be able to enforce a
penalty in the event of their doing that
but the right to seize, which will be of

It is also pro-
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more value than providing a penalty if
they store up necessaries of life.

Wy, Smith: The penally is £1,000.

The PREMIER: Not under that
clause,

Mr. Smith: Do you want to make it
the death penalty?

The PREMIER: The alternative, 12
months’ imprisonment, might mean
death. After all, though, that is the
maximum, The hon. member will recog-
nise that the penalty should be sufficient
to cause the law to be respected, In my
opinion, no penalty short of deportation
meels the case of a man who in times
like the present deliberately and wilfully
corners necessaries or restricts trade. 1
do not think the hon. member will meet
with suppert in his objection to the pen-
alties provided. I have mentioned all the
departnres from previous legislation on
this subjeet, except one as regards the
duration of the measure. If is to remain
in force until the 31st December, 1916,
subject to a proviso that—

if a resolution is pasged by both

Houses of Parliament to the effect that

the Act shall continue for a further

period expressed in such resolution,
this Act shall continue in force accord-
ingly,
The object of the proviso is to do away
with the necessity for the introduction
of a Bill in the event of Parliament
deeming it advisable to continue this
measnre for a further period. I move—
That the Bill be now 'read a second
time.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER (Irwin)
[1.22 am.]: This Bill is the outcome
of a conference held here to-day. As per-
sonally I had rather a large share in in-
ducing all concerned to put the measure
through, it is due from me to offer thanks
to the Government for its introduection.
The great difference between this mea-
sure and previous legislation on the sub-
ject is that it provides for the fizing of
minimom prices. That was suggested by
Mr. Colebatch, who convineed me on the
point.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Mr, Colebatch,
in conversation with me, said that he
had not approved of this Bill at all.
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Mr. JAMES GARDINER: ANl I can
say is that I have no doubt what Mr.
Colebatch told the leader of the Opposi-
tion is perfeetly correct. Mr. Colebateh
had not seen the Bill, so the statement
guoted by the leader of the Opposition
is technically correct. On the question of
the minimom, Mr. Colebateh converted
me. He said he wanted to see the farmer
protected, and added, *‘If you fix only
the maximnm yon do not protect the
farmer, because uobody would be pre-
vented from selling to a miller under the
maximum.” I may mention that we were
referring to the wheat problem more
particularly. If a minimum is fixed, the
miller will not be able to purchase nnder
that minimum,

Mr. Smith: What nonsense!
count could be allowed.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: I will not
enter into all the intricacies which may
- be resorted to by men who want to evade
the law. T am sorry the member for
North Perth (Mr. Smith) was not pre-
sent at the conference. Had he been
there, he would have sensed the desire of
everyone present to see this legisla-
tion reintroduced. The position is that
the farmer is geiting here 3s. 8d. for his
wheat, while the Commonwealth sold the
first shipment at something like 4s. 1014d.
The miller is charging a big price for
his flour, and the consnmer is paying an
infinitely higher price for his bread than
he would otherwise pay. If the Commis-
sion proposed by this Bill fixed the price
of wheat at 5s. and then fixed a reason-
able selling price for flour, the price of
bread would still come down, and the
producer and the consumer would be
reaping material benefits. It is a thing
that has been forced on this community.
We see the lion in the path. I think it
was generally understood this morning,
though not explicitly stated, that the
Commission under this Bill wounld consist
of one man. However, the Premier did
not make any definite announcement to
that effect. .

Hon. Frank Wilson: The Commis-
sloner would bhave enormous power.

The Premier; Only power to recom-
mend.

A dis-
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Mr. JAMES GARDINER: This is a
Bill of vita]l importance at the present
juncture to the farmers of this State, I
say without the slightest fear of contra-
diction that we would sacrifice a good
number of things to see the measure be-
come law. Therefore I have great plea-
sure in supporting the second reading,
and as regards another place 1 feel sure,
from remarks mede here this morning,
that the Bill will be endorsed almost
unanimously.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)
[1.27 a.m.]: I have no desire to pass
offhand a Bill of this drastic nature. I
want some time to consider it.

The Premier: It is the same as the
expired Act, practieally.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It is very
much altered. I move—

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .. 1o
Noes e .. .. 26
Majority against .. 16
AvEs.
Mr. Allen | Mr. Smith
Mr. Conmolly { Mr. Thomson
Mr. George Mr. Veryard
Mr. Mitcheil , Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Robinson | Mr. Glichrist
b {Tellery
Nozs,
Mr. Angwin Mr. B. B. Jobnston
Mr. Carpenter Mr. McDowal)
Mr. Chesson Mr. Mullany
Mr. Collier Mr., Nairn
Mr. Cunningham Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr., Foley Mr, Scaddan
Mr. Jas. Gardlner Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr, Green Mr, Taylor
Mr. Grifiiths Mr. Thomas
Mr. Harrison Mr. Underwood
Mr. Heltmabon Mr. Walker
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Bolten
Mr. Hudson (Teller).
Mr. Johnson
Motion thus negatived.
Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)

[1.33 am.]: I must emphasise my dis-
approval of Jlegislation of this deserip-
tion being introduced to a fagged House
at this hour of the morning. I cannoi
understand why we should rush import-
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aot legislation like this through merely
because the ['remier wants to go to Al-
bany to-morrow.

The Premier: No, we are going to sit
to-morrow.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: We needl
not sit to-morrow; we can sil on the next
day and nest week, bul for Heaven’s sake
do not work members to death, We have
not had lime to read i(his Bill yet and
there are vital alterations in it, and he-
cause the member for Irwin says il 13
the suggestion made this morning at ke
conference held in this Chamber, we are
to swallow it lolus bolus. When we first
staried the innovation of attempiing lo
regulate the prices of the necessaries of
life when war broke out we took on an
experiment, but at the same time, under
the extraordinary circumsiances and not
knowing what migit eventuate we agreed
to give those extraordinary powers on
the advice of a commission. Everyone
knows what was the result of the passing
of that legislation. We appoinied a com-
mission, I was asked Lo nominate omne
genileman, and I exercised that power at
the invitation of the Premier. We know
what the result was. Grave exception
was taken to my nominee. ’

The Premier: By whom?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: By the pub-
lie.
The Premier: Not by the public.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: By a small
section of the public. We all agree that
that Commission did good work. It Jid
some good by reason of the moral influ-
ence it exercised over iraders who held
stocks. When we bad had experience of
fifteen or sixteen months of war, we would
have been chary about passing the ori-
ginal legislation: we could have gone
through very well under ordinary condi-
tions., There was no crying need for that
legislation. Experience of fourteen
months of war showed me that we could
have done without such legislation, but
having the lerislation there on the statnte
book, T was prepared to let it cortinue on.
Tt was not doing harm inasmuch as the
Cominission had not exereised the drastie
powers they possessed. I doubt very
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mueh  whether this
powers.

The Premier: I thought you had not
rearl the Bill?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I bave only
glanced (hrough it.

The Premier: Is it not a faet that youo
have com):ared it with the old measure?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I have not
done so0. The member for Muarray-Wel-
lingion compared it and drew my atten-
tion to one or two matters, for instance
the minimmum price, and be showed me an
altcration tn the title. 1 mainlain, and it
must be held if it is challenged, that this
Bill i3 essentially legislation which we
have already attempted to continue. I
think we are wasling time in discussing
it becanse the Upper House will throw it
out,

Mr. James Gardiner: Tg that what you
are going to do? Are you going to
raise that point?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I do not
think the hon. member has any right lo
bully me. He can clearly understand
what T have said.

Mr. James Gardiner: Are you going fo
raise that point?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I will not
answer the hon. member's question. I
have had the Premier on lo me and now
the member for Irwin 1s starting 1o bully
me. If 1 answer “Yes,” what will the
hon. member say? I1f I answer "“No”
whai will he say?

Mr. James Gardiner:
know.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hen.
member can find out. If he wants to ask
me a question he must do so in a res-
peetful tone of voice.

Mr. James Gardiner: Yon have never
known me o be discourteous in this
House.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member was discourtecus to me a few
minules ago.

AMr, SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member must not try to bully me. 1 will
not be bullied. The Government brought
down this Bill and asked us at five min-
utes’ notice to consider if. ¥ am not going

Bill gives those

So long as [-
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to raise tlie question as lo whether this is
tegally before us or not, but I am afraid
the guestion will be raised in another
House and T feel, juslly, too, so far as
they are concerned. I am not going to
raise the point because I supported the
continuation of similar legislation. There-
fore [ am quile prepared to let this Bill
go through, But I am not prepared to
accept a Bill which iz going to appoint
or empower the Governor in Council to
appeint a commission of one as the Gov-
ernment have stated here.

The Premier: No, I did not.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The mewmber
for Trwin did and hLe is the mouthpiece of
the Government at present.

Air. Jawones Gardiner: Thatl is high-rlass
erticism.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It is very
effeclive crilicism. I am not prepared to
agree to a commission of ome being ap-
pointed to reeommend the Governor-in-
Council to exercise such drastic powers
as weg have here in the Bill.

Mr. James Gardiner: That was the ob-
jeetion of the Upper House.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: 1 will go
further and say I will not agrec to a com-
mission ol even three to fix the maximum
and minimum prices on anything. 1
reinted out the danger hefore.

The Premier: Danger to whom?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: To the pub-
lic generally.

The Premier: To the exploiters.

Hon. FTRANK WILSON: No, to the
cihizens of Western Australia. No man
can satisfactorily fix the maximum and
minimum prices. Yon are going lo hang
up the farmers with their wheat on their
hands. You are going to foree them into
the shipping scheme of the Common-
wealth and the deferred paymenis which
constilule a portion of that scheme. Why
this everlasting wish to interfere with the
ordinary irend of trade? Have not the
farmers and everyone clse connected with
the eommerecial life of the State been able
to prolect their own interests up to the
present? Why this ery that we must have
this fixing of maximum and minimum
prices? Because, forsooth, a commitiee
that sat here this morning, on the recom-
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mendation of the wmember for Irwin (Mr.
James Gardiner) said it was necessary.
And e has now dragged Mr. Colebatch
into it. Ar. Colebateh told me this in
conversation: ‘T bhave not agreed at all
lo the Bill. We diseussed it. I did nol
bind mysell to anything.” “Why, then,
should Mr. Colebatel’s name be dragged
in?

The Premier: T suppose he has come to
some arrangement with you,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am
free to come to some arrangement with
any hon. member, am I not? I have
seen the Premier rushing backwards
and forwards to confer with his support-
ers on many occasions. I have been as
free from that sort of thing as any one in
the Chamber. Just the same, I reserve
to myself the right to take any action
I think fit, without asking the per-
mission of the Premier. I will confer, if
necessary, but I seldom do so with any
member of another place. Especially on
a measure of this class would T be justified
in conforring. It is not a party measure,
yet I am bullied by the member for
Irwin because I show the slightest
hesitation in passing it out of hand.
We . thought we had gone to a great
extent when we granted power to fix
the maximum price of the necessaries
of life shortly after war broke out.
I say that the danger is increased ten-
fold by inserting the provision for the
fixing of minimum prices. The com-
plaints made against Mr. Ceorge Rae—

The Premier: By the exploiters.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Who are
the exploiters 7 There is nothing in
the country to exploit. The Premier
has exploited everybody and everything,
and there i8 now nothing left. The
section of the community that took
exception to Mr. Rae's actions was a
small one, admittedly. Some hon. mem-
bers took exception. I am convinced
that some of them have since discovered
they were wrong. But the exceptions
taken to Mr. Rae's actions under that
Act were nothing as compared to the
exceptions which will be taken to the
actions of the proposed single com-
missioner if he has to fix the minimum
price, as well as the maximum. His



[25 Novemser, 1915.]

task will be an impossible one. Once
we Dbegin to interfere with the nslural
channels of commerce snd build up
fictitious obstacles, as proposed in the
Bill, we are courting trouble. The
reason we did not have more trouble
with the old commission was because
of their exeseding moderation. If the
Bill is to pass at all I want this pro-
vigion for fixing the minimum struck out.
Why should T be prevented from selling
anything I have as cheaply as T like ?
If it is necoessary to have s restriction
on maximum prices in war time, Jet us
have it, but do not lst us prevent any-
body from selling cheaply to the con-
sumer. Why should the consumer be
penslised ? The member for Irwin said
the millers are going to exploit the
farmer, that they will not give him
value for his wheat. But the farmer has
no need to sell to the miller. He can
ship under the Government’s scheme if
he cannot get a roasonable price as
compared with London parity. And,
at any rate, not all millers ere trying
" to exploit the farmer. I have heard
of prices being offercd which are very fair
considering the price which can he
obtained on the London market to-day.
Mr. George: Some of the millers
exploited the (lovernment in connection
with the gristing. st
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, the
Government have entered into all sorts
of nrrangements and we do not know
what the results will be © vet we are asked
to push through this legislation and
talkes on & serious risk.  There should be
time to consider such a measure. We
should not be asked to rush it through
besause two or three members at a
mesting advocated it or suggested it.
I think Mr. Colebatch sugpesicd it 25 a
matter for inquiry and did not advocate
it. I do not know whether he is going
to support the Bill.
~ The Premier : Yes, you do.
*Hon. FRANK WILSOX: I do not
know what attitude he is going to
adopt towards the Bill. Why should
we be asked to put through this drastic
legislation and. fix minimum as well as
maximum prices for everything—be-
cause anything can be declared a
[100]
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necossary of life subject to a penalty of
£1,000 or imprisonment for 12 months—
reraly because one or two hon. members
have said farmers are likely to be ex-
ploited ?. We are all exploited at differ-
ent times.

The Premier: Some all the time.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I have
been connected with a fAour mill to my
sorrow and loss on more than one
occasion, and I have been exploited by
the farmer. I have had to pay too
much for the wheat and I have recsived
too little for the fiour, and there has
beenn a loss. 1 daresay if we could
examine the transactions of the flour
millers in this State, most of them would
be found to have had the ssime oxperiente.

Mr. George : Those who gristed under
the Clovernment agreement did not;
they got £7,000 or £8,000.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Ministers
seem to think that any private indi-
vidual engaged in trade in this State is
bound to be exploiting his customers
and making a huge fortune. Surely
their own experience of the enterprises
they have launched on behalf of the
people of this Stato and the disastrous
results of those enterprises should be
sufficient to convince themj that all
those statements about the;enormous
amount of profit people nmke in their
commerical transactions are more or less
s bogey and cannot be substantiated
by facts. To appoint this Royal Com-
mission would be to put terrible re-
sponsibilities on the shoulders of one
man to have to recommend to the
Governor to exercise the powers con-
ferred under the measure. I would not
take the billet on for £5,000 a year; no
money would pay me for it, becanse
I should be sure to raise up a host of
enemies and cause extrome dissatis-
faction with some section, if not a very
large section of the public. There are
certain new portions in the Biil, but the
main one is that to which 1 have re-
ferred. The penalty stirikes me as being
very excessive. 1 do not know whether
it is the same amount as was provided
in the previous legislation, but it seems
excessive, especially when the Royal
Commissioner is to bs empowered to
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prescribe the minimum price of goods.
This Bill will take away from the farmer
his privilege of realising on his crop.
If wheat is declared under the measure
—and evidently the Bill has been sug-
gested on the score of wheat—and say
the maximum price is 6s. 6d. and the
minimum price 4s. 6d., in what position
will the unfortunate farmer be who
wants the cash ? The miller will say
**I cannot pay that price because I shail
be unable to sell the flour at a profit,”
and who is the expert who shall be
able to say what profit the miller should
get on his wheat ? Is the Royal Com-
missioner to decide what the middle
man shall receive, what the baker
shall receive for his bread and what the
retail man shall have ? Who could
get sufficient information to enable him
to decide between all these different
interests ?

Mr. George:
our party.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Gov-
ernment, backed up by the member for
Irwin, are asking too much and this
Bill should not he hurried through. Tt
should not he thrust upon us and,
rather than that it should be thrust upon
us, I shall vote against it. 1f we cannot
have time to consider a measure of such
importance and to enable those in-
terested to see what we propose to
legislate, so that they can bring their
more matured views and accurate opin-
ions to bear for our enlightenynent and
guidance, 1 shall vote against the second
reading. It is distinctly uwnfair fo put
members in such a position that they
must accept a Bill of this description
willy-nilly. I hope members will not
tolerate this sort of thing.

A valuable member of

Speaker's Ruling.

Mr. SPEAKER [1-37]): ‘The guestion
as to whether this Bill is in order has
not bheen raised in this House, but it
has been hinted at rather [fresly.
It is not my desire to court the
question being raised, but it may
be taken in another place and the
Bill may be rejected there on the
ground that it is the same in substance
as & Bill which has previously been
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rejected this session. In the time a
my disposal, I have gone into the Bil
and undoubtedly the subject is the sam
as the Control of Trade in War Timn
Continuance Bill but the substance o
the Bill is not the same ; this Bill &k
o new method of dealing with the sam
subject.

Mr. George: The same wording.

Mr. SPEAKER : We may approact
& subject in & dozen different ways by
a dozen different Bills which, thougl
dealing with the same subject, may nol
be the sasme in substance. I had
oceasion to give aruling on this poini
when the Esperance  Northwards
Railway Bill was before the House.

I admitted that Bill and ruled it
in order. The DBill was rejected
by sanother place on the ground

that it was the same in substance as a
measure which had already been de.
feated that session, but when a few
days later & second Land and Incorne Tax
Bill was introduced, the earlier one having
been rejected in the same session, the
Upper House admitted it. The course
I am following on this occasion is con-
sistent so far as this House is concerned.
What may happen in another place I
do not know because, whereas the
Esperance Northwards Ratlway Bill was
rejected, the Land and Income Tax
Bill, to which in my opinion there were
grester objections, was admitted.

Mr. George: This is exaetly the
same wording.

Mr. SPEAKER : When my attention
wns direeted to the matter on the
first occasion I quoted several author-
ities and it might be of advantage to
repeat them st this stage—

When it hecomes necessary to in-
stitute a comparison between the
different provisions of two Bills, which
are already drawn, it may appear
that, although intended for the same
purpose, and consequently ‘‘of the
same substance,’”” and “‘of the same
argument and matter,” in one sense,
they nevertheless differ so essentially
in the mode and means by which that
purpose is to be effected, as to be in
substance different Bills. In such a
case the judgment of the House
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against one of the Bills, that is,
against effecting & particular object
in a particular manner, ought not to
preclude it from entertaining the
other, which proposed to effect the
same object in a different manner.

These are the words of anthorities I gave
as supporting my decision on that
occasion, and after the lapse of time
I see no reason to depart from
that decision which, in my opinion,
was & sound one. Thoe question was
again raised by DMr. Nanson on the
Lend and Income Tax Bill which
had been rejected by the Upper House
during the same session. I gave there a
precedent which I had discerned in
the Votes and Proceedings of the British
House of Commons. 1 said—

I find that every recognised author-
ity supports the decision I have
arrived at. I have looked up the
Votes and Proceedings of the British
House of Commons, and I find actual
incidents where there has not been
that distinction which can be found
in this Bill, and yet the British House
of Commons hes ratified an  Act
where o difference has constituted
little or no distinction. In the House
of Commons a Bill to impose a duty
on leather was proposed. It was
rejected by a majority, and so by the
ususl order of the House of Commons
should not be offered again during
that session, but after a brief time
the same duty was proposed with
this variation, that instead of a duty
on leather it was proposed that a
duty should be imposed on tanned
hides and skins. This measure was
pessed by the House of Commons
even in defilance of that objection
which has been referred to this evening.

[ am guided by our Standing Orders,
though in the interpretation of them
recourse is had to the application of
similar rules in the Parliaments of the
British Empire.
n which a question of this kind can
arave so little a difference as to make
t difficult to determine the distinction.

Mr. George: There iz absolutely no
jistinction at all here.

I find instances there
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Hon. Frank Wilson:
difference ¥

Mr. SPEAKER : Iamenabled to make
use of the words of the hon. leader of the
Oppoasition when he said, speaking to the
Bill, *“ There are important and vital alter-
ations.”” There is & most important princi-
ple embodied in this Bill, that of fixing the
minimum as well as the maximum price.
I shall be consistent in this matter
and admit the Bill. The time may
arrive, however, when a Bill may be
introduced where the distinction is not
80 clear ag it is in this case, and then the
Bpeaker’'s position will be & most diffl-
cult one. Every queation must, however,
be considared on its merits.

Mr. George: I have taken the trouble
to compare both the 1014 and 1915
measures with this, and I find that the
only dtﬁerence lS the msert.lon of the
word ' minimum.’

The Premier : What is the matter with
yvour leader ? He says there is a vital
alteration in this Bill.

Mr. Ceorge : If Mr. Speaker will take
these measures and compare them hs
will find that they are practically iden-
tical with the exception that in Clause 3
of this measure the words ‘‘ maximum or
minimum ” are made use of, whereas the
other Bills simply mentioned the maxi-
mum price. When we look into the
sscond section of Clause #, Subsection
{n) we find that the same thing occurs
there. In Clause 4 the maximum price
is inserted where it is not inserted in the
other Bill. This alteration may be
justified from the point of view of the
CGovernment saying that the other Bill
has been thrown out and they may, by a
subterfuge, get this Bill passed through.
I do not care very much as to whether the
Bill is passed or not, but I do care
about there being consistency in regard
to the rules which should govern this
House.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. George: I do not intend to find
iault with your ruling, Sir., I am merely
pointing out certain phases of the matter
for your information. I do not intend
to discuss the Bill at all. I merely enter
my protest against the bringing forward

Is there any
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by the Government of a Bill which is eo
palpably a subteriuge.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member is discussing my ruling. When
I said I was not too clear about it, I
desired to warn the House that the time
may arrive when the distinction may
be more doubtful than it is in this case
and when this ruling mey be quoted.
Thero ia a distinction, and a vital one,
in this Bill, and the ruling which I am
giving now is borne out by the author-
ities which I resorted to on a former
occasion. There is anotner reference I
desire to make. It is a passage from
May, and is as follows :--

Tt is also possible, in other ways,

so far to vary the character of a

motion, as to withdraw it from the

operation of the rule. Thus, in the
session of 1845, no less than five dis-
tinet motions were made upon the
subject of opening letters at the post
office, under warrants from the Secre-
tary of State. They all varied in form
and matter, so far as to place them
beyond the restriction ; but in pur-
poso they were the same, and the
debates raised upon them embraced
the same matters.

In the New Zealand Constitution I find

there are instances of the cperation of

the same principle.

[Pebate resumed.]

Hon. H. B. LEFROY (Moore) [1-8
a.m.]: I understand you, Sir, to rule
that the Bill is admissible so far as this
House is concerned. I intend so sup.
port the Bill on these grounds. We
passed a continuance of this Bill only
& short time ago through this Chamber.
« Hon. Frank Wilson : But without the
minimum prices in it.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : And the Bill
was rejocted in another place. If it is
admissible that we should bring thisiBill
forward again in its present form I am
prepared to support it. I regret that
the continuance Bill for the control of
Trade in War Time Act was thrown out
in another place, because I consider
that if there was any justification for it
12 months a&go, there is equal justifi-
cation for it at the present time. 12
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months ago there were reasons why this
House should unanimously pass a
measure of this description, I fail to see
why those reasons should not continue
to exist to-day. The member {for
Murray-Wellington is perfectly right
when he says that this Bill is on all-
fours with two measures on our statute-
book—-the Control of Trade in War
Time Act, and the Amendment Aet ;
the only real difference being that this
Bill, instead of giving power to fix
maximum prices only, gives power to
fix minimum prices a8 well. Further,
there is & final clause dealing merely with
the duration of this Bill.

The Premier : And the method of con-
tinuing its operation.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : Personally, I
maintain, that if .there is justification
for fixing the maximum price there is
also justifieation for fixing the minimum
price of & commodity ; and I think the
latter is necessary in the interests of the
producer more particularly. The un-
fortunate farmer of this State has been
faced with the fact that the law fixes
a maximum price, but no minimum, for
the commodity he raises. The time may
arrive when it will be essential to fix
nminimom prices for the commodities
raised by the producers of this State.
I do not sey that the time has arrived,
but that it may arrive ; and if there is
justification for fixing maximum prices
in the interests oi the consumer, there
is just as much logical reason for fixing
minimum prices in the interests of the
producer.

Mr. Smith : Will the fixing of a mini-
mum price ¢ompel the' consumer to buy
the commodity ?

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : 1t was argued
this evening,  What is the use of fixing
a minimum price for wheat if the miller
will not buy ?”° But the miller must
buy. The people must have food, and

- the miller must have the wheat to grind

into the flour that is needed.

Hon. Frank Wilson : How is he going
to export the flour ?

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : He will export
just the same.
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Hon. Frank Wilson: How can he ?
He must export flour st tho world's
markot rate, the sama as wheat.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I cannot
understand why we should object to this
Bill. Tf there was any justification for
the Bill 12 months ago there is oqual
justification for the measurs at the
present time. Further, I consider that
if power is given to fix the maximum
prico there ought at any rate to be power
to fix a minimum price as well. It has
beon said that the Royal Commission
under this Bill is going to consist of one
man.

The Premier: That point has never
been considerad by Cabinet.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : The member
for Irwin said so.

The Premier: Somebody suggested
that one man could do the work.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: We have in
this Bill the same provision as thero is
in the expiring Aect, for the appointment
of a Royal Commission. Under the Act
the Governor had power to appeint a
Royal Commission. The BRill for the
eontinuance of that Act was thrown out
by another place. The present measure
does not provide how many members the
Roysl Commission shall consist of. Ithink
it would be better not to place so much
power in the hands of one man. In my
opinion, if there is to be a Royal Com.
mission, it should at any rate consist
of more than onse individual. Tor the
reasons I have given—I do not wish to
labour the question at this late hour—I
intend to support the second reading
of this Bill in the interests of the pro-
ducers of this State and in the interests
of the consumers of this State.

Mr. NAIRN (Swan) [2-14 a.m.]: I
support this measure, because I was one
of those who exceedingly regretted the
losa of the gontinuance Bill. If I am
not out of order, I should like to correct
the Premier with regard to a statement
he made last night as to the loss of the
continuance Bill. The Premier Ilaid
the blame on another place. The hon.
gentleman, I believe, was not in the
House at the time the matter was dis.
cussed, but' I remember well being most
emphati¢ in my statement that, how-
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ever much one approved of the Bill, one
could only como to tho conclusion that
the cost of administering the Act during
the last twalve months had been out of
all proportion, snd quite unreasonable.
Of that warning the Minister in charge
of the continuance Bill tock no notice.
So far as I could gather, the Minister was
determined to force the Bill through at
any cost, and he recklessly took the risk
of losing the Bill because he would not
give an undertaking with regard 1o the
cost of administration. It was pointed
out to him that in New South Wales
a gimilar Royal Commission dealing
with similar work for the whole of the
State of New South Wales, which has a
population of 1} millions, cost only about
£1,500 per year to administer, while the
cost here was. well over £2,500 for 12
months.

The Premier: For some time itwo
members of the Roval Commission wera
public servants, and their salarics were
being paid by the Royal Commission,
wheress otherwise those salarics would
have beon paid ont of ordinaryz_votes,

Mr. NATRN: Civing that in, the
difference is still great. If the Premier
is successful in getting this measure
through--as I hope he will he—I trust
he will take note of the cost of adminis-
tration. A good deal has been said
about the amouant of expert knowledpge
required in order to fix prices. In point
of fact, there is not mueh expert know-
ledge required. Pricing is a matter
fairly easy to learn, and I am convinced
that the members of the Royal Com-
mission must have had a fairly intelli-
gent grasp of the ordinary cost of con-
ducting business in this State. A man
of average intelligence could gain in the
retail trade all the knowledge needed
for the intelligent administration of such
a measure as this. I believe—in fact I
have reason to know—that while the
Control of Trade in War Time Act was
in operation it did good work for the
people of this State. I am quite pre-
pared to believe—in fact, I may again
state that I know—there are individuals
in this State who have used the oppor-
tunity created by’ the expiry of§ the
Control of Trade in War Time Act to
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increage the prices of commodities quite
unnecessarily and unreasonably. If ever
there was a time when some power to
check unscrupulous traders was required,
this is the time. I hope this Bill will
meet with greater success than did the
continuance Bill.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northan)
[2-18 a.m.]: This Bill was certainly
menfioned at the meeting here this
morning, which meeting was held to
consider the wheat question, as stated
by the member for Irwin (Mr. James
Gardiner). I thought that at that
meeting Mr, Colebateh rather objected
to tho remarks of the member for Irwin,
and stated that what the momber for
Irwin said would have happened had the
continnance Bill not been rojected by
the Upper House ¢ould not have happen-
ed. However, I believe Mr. Colebatch
and the member for Irwin had some

conversation afterwards and arrived at

some sort of understanding. At this
morning’s meeting there was certainly
ne understanding about the matter.
We cannot fix the price of butter, for
instance. The late Royal Commission,
which cost the country a lot of money,
could not and did not affect or influence
the price of butter to the extent of even
one farthing. Neither did the Com-
mission influence the price of bread at
all. In fact, the Commission fixed the
price of flour at £18 10s. per ton for
this State, while the Government were
selling flour for export from this State at
£15 5s. per ton. The Commission cor-
tainly advantaged the Government,
inasmuch as they kept up prices to suit
Cabinet. The Commission fixed the
price of flour at £18 10s. bacause, in
view of the manner in which the Govern.
ment bought, that was the lowest price
at which the Government could sell
that ecommodity to the people of this
State, though at thes same time the
Government were selling Hour to South
Australin at £15 58. In that instance,
therefors, the existence of the Royal
Commission was a positive disadvantage
to the consumers of this State. To-day
we have an abundance of wheat.

The Minister for Mines: You would
not think so by the price of flour.
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Hon, J. MITCHELL: The usefulness of
this measure is limited to the cantrol of
prices of stuff we produce in the State
and its vsefulness ends there.

The Minister for Mines: Is it not
possible for a person to still eharge an
excessive prico for a commeodity?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: How ec¢an wo
ascertain that it is an excessive price ?

The Minister for Mines : Of course you
can. The Commission brought down
the price of kerosene which was im-
ported.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : They did not
save the people of this country the cost the
country was put to. Last year we were
short of meat, flour and potatoes. This
vear there is an abundance of those
cominodities. Last year the argument
was that the farmer wanted to get too
much. They argued that the price of
wheat should not be high because the
foew who had it wanted it. When we
gave the Commission power to fix the
price of wheat they went into the coun-
try and got into trouble because the
price of wheat was (ixed at 4s. 9d. when
the Government themselves were offering
to buy it at 33. 6d. Do hon. members
think that the people of the country are
going to allow us to spend a lot of money
on a commission to keep up the price
beyond export values ? When we talk
about wheat what is the use of fixing
two prices, a maximum and & minimum.
We certainly cannot have two prices for
wheat ; that would be nnreasonable and
stupid. Take potatoes. We might say
that the price for first class potatoes is
£10 a ton, but if we said to a grower,
“ You must not sell under £5°" and the
potatoes wore & little damaged what
would he say then, especially if it was
an offence punishable by a heavy fine ?
What advantage is it to the ¢onsumer
to fix the minimum ; we do not help him
in that way. How can we fix the mini-
mum and the maximum. If we are
seeking to benefit the whole of the people
and to fill the people’s mouths cheaply
we do not do it by saying ° You must
sell below a certain price.” We szay
“You must not sell above a certain
price.” Then it i8 possible to benefit
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the parties to the transaction. I do not
think it will be a bad thing to have this
Bill on the statute-book.

Mr. Hickmott: We could have a
minimum price for wheat and & maximun
price for bread.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Then the mini-
mum would become the maximum with
a vengeante.

Hon.J MITCHELL: I think we might
arrange to fix the price at London parity.
But do not make it 48. 6d. and 3s. 6d.

Mr. Hickmott : Mr. Colebatch advised
-that the minimom price should be
fixed.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: But he did
not want both minimum and maximum.
We should have only one price. We
have had experience of a similar com-
mission, and we suffered by it. Mr.
Rae went around the country threatening
farmers, to make them disgorge their
wheat. It was not Mr. Rae's fault,
because the Government sent him.
It was not just to take ot 4s. 9d. wheat
that was worth 63. Do Ministers want
that condition of affairs to continue ?
It has been suggested by a newspaper
correspondent that London parity should
be discarded. Mr. Stanistreet, I think,
was responsible for that. I do not
suggest it ; I do not want more than
London parity for the price of wheat,
but I want full London parity.

The Minister for Mines : What is Lon-
don parity to-day ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL : Abcut 4s. 11d.

The Minister for Mines: Are the
farmers getting it ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We are not
likely to get 4s. 11d. all the year round.

The Minister for Mines: DBut you
say they ought to get London parity
all the time ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: They have
had more than London parity to date.
I understand 4s. 3d. was given to-day
for wheat. They are not getting London
parity to-dey, but they did get it before
the Government interfered. The iarmer
would rather take 4s. than suffer the
delay involved by the Government
scheme. I want the Bill to be shaped
in such a way that the farmer will get
something like London parity. The
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miller is not going to pay London price
for wheat to be gristed three months
hence, for he has to take the risk, and
that is worth something.

The Minister for Mines: When is the
price of flour going to come down ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: As soon as
there is a sufficient quantity of new
wheat in the mills and the mills have
had time to pgrist it. It eannot be
gristed immediately on arrival. I do
not think the Bill will do much to
reduce the cost of living. The Govern-
ment might well be given the power
asked in the Bill, but I want this question
of minimun and maximum settled to
the satisfaction of the producers.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon}) [2-39 am.]:
The Bill represents an attempt to
prevent the farmers being taken ad-
vantage of in consequence of their not
having the trained knowledge of the
buyers, who are out to secure every
advantage they can. The object of
the Bill is to protect the farmers from
the agents who travel round the country
districts trying to scare the farmers into
selling at a disadvantage. They will
trade on that as far as they possibly
can and, on the other hand, the miller
will trade on the same indefinite know-
ledge and will endeavour to keep up his
price to the consumer. Why should the
farmers be the fulcrum on which the
millers use their lever to work the
market as they please ? We need the
protection provided by this measure.
During the last few seasons the farmers
have been up against most difficult times
and the increased yield this season is
going to result in greater benefit to
people in different walks of life rather
than to the producer himself because,
with the extra cost of production and of
marketing, the balance left over for the
producer will be wvery liitle more than
sufficient to enable him to put in the
next season's crop. Many farmers have
been assisted by the Government to put
in an increased acreage but, in spite
of the abundant yield, their position
will be very little better after the harvest
is over. This being so, is not it in the
interests of the State that the primary
producer should receive a fair living
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wage, just as provision is made for a
fair living wage in other walks of life ?
Will not it be an advantage if the farmer
obtains a greater amount per bushel for
his wheat, consequent on the existence
of such a commission, and thus have
some funds to devote to reproductive
work ? The increased acreage under
crop this season will mean & heavier
yield and that in turn will mean an
additional revenue to the railways,
extra employment in the country and
increased quantities of grain for export,
and the benefit will be felt in all other
walks of life, while the farmer will get
the least advantage from it,

Hon. Frank Wilson : There will be no
export at all with a minimum price.

Mr. HARRISON : The leader of the
Opposition said when the miller comes
to export his flour, he will find himself
on a bad wicket. In my opinion the
miller will be on an excellent wicket
this season. The miller is out, if he can,
to make through the combination—
the Flour Millers' Association, and if he
ean succeed in avoiding the fixed rates
for buying and selling he will make a very
gooed thing.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Do not you wish
to give the people cheap bread ?

Mr. HARRISON: The idea is to
give hoth sections fair play.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Dear
and cheap bread ?

Mr. HARRISON: We cannot tell
what might transpire during the con-
tinuance of the war, in consequence of
the submarine menace and the high
shipping freights, but this Bill will
prevent the man in the middle from using
his trading ability to exploit the pro-
ducer and the consumer and I trust
the measure will be carried.

Question put and passed.

Biil read a second time,

wheat

In Conunitles.

Mr. McDowall in the Chair,
Premier in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Power to fix prices of
necessaries :

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Will  the
Premier state his intentions in regard to

the
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the Royal Commission proposed to be
appointed under the measure ?

The PREMIER: 1 have nothing
definite in mind with regard to the
personnel of the commission. Whether
Cabinet approves of one two, or three
members will depend largely on what
we consider will be the duties devolving
on the commission. I am not sure that
the same need will arise for three com-
missioners to apply themselves con-
tinually to the work as was the case
last year. At the moment I should
say there is not the same need and, if
one commissioner can do the work, one
only shall be appointed. It might
appear that if we appoint only one
commissioner we shall be giving him
great powers, but it is not a difficult
matter to secure the services of a man
who can thoroughly grasp these matbtters
and, if necessary, recommend prices
which will be satisfactory to the pro-
ducer and the consumer. The experience
we had with the last Commission was
that after conierring with the merchants
and others they were able to arrange
that they would voluntarily accept
the price which they agreed upon as
satisfactory. Cienerally speaking, they
were guite satisfied that the Commission
had determined fo interiere as little
as possible with the ordinary methods
of carrying on trade and commerce in
Western Australia.

Hon. Frank Wiison :
the stafi did.

The PREMIER : There is no doubt
about that. We were 80 successful in
regard to the appointment of the Com-
mission that this ought to be a reason
for the leader of the Opposition allowing
us to appoint another Commission with
the same powers. We have not dis-
cussed the question as to who shall be
the members of the proposed new Com-
mission. When we do s¢ we shall discuss
it with the object of getting someone
with sufficient knowledge of business
methods to be able to meet all those
who are trading in the State, and in-
terfere as little as possible with all who
are carrying on trade and commerce in
the State, while at tho same time pro-
tecting the interests of the consumer.

That is what
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Mr. James Gardiner: I preswme &
vast amount of information has been
collected as the result of the operations
of the previous Commission.

The PREMIER: That is so. It
is not merely the Commission who have
done this, but the staff as well. As
‘this staff has had nearly 12 months
experience of the work of the Com-
mission it should prove of great value
to any new Commission.

Mr. TAYLOR: 1T took strong ex-.
eeption to the three-Commissioner
system under the old Act. The Pre-
mier has not indicated to the Committee
whether this Bill enables the Governor
to appoint either one, two, or three men
as Commissioners. In iace of the in-
formation which the last Commission
gathered and the staff which has been
got together one Commissioner should
in my opinion suffice in this case, The
mere fact of a Commissioner being
appointed would act as a deterrent as
between seller and buyer. As the
Premier has not satisfied himself that
he is going to have one Commissioner
or three the Committee should express
an opinion on the matter.

The Premier : It is nearly certain the
Government will first of all appoint one
Cormmissioner.

Mr. TAYLOR: I have no desire to
prevent the passagse of this Bill through
the Chamber, and I am satisfied with
the assurance of the Premier. In my
opinion one Commissioner is quite suffi-
cient.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : T think we
are placing too much responsibility
on the shoulders of one man. XNo one
who took the trouble to inquire into the
working of the Commission under the
previous Act could help coming to the
conclusion that these gentlemen, rightly
or wrongly, were fully occupied and had
an enormous amowunt of work to do.
And slthough that work will be of
assistance to a single Commissioner
appointed under this Bill, it must be
kept up to date. Statistics will have
to be taken afresh.

The Premier : Not to the same
extent. The last Commission had to
handle the exportation of wheat and the
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gristing into fAour. This had to be done
in every State.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It is not
an easy matter. We cannot fix a
minimum price at which goods shall
be imported into Western Australia.
Take galvanised iron, for iInstance.
What is the good of putting a minimum
price upon that ¥ No one would derive
any henefit from it.

The Premier: It does not say that
we must do this.

Hon. FRANK WILSOX : The Govern-
mant want to fix the sclling price. How
can thay fix the selling prices, maximum
and minimum, of meat or wheat ? It
cannot be done. It is absurd to say that
they are going to make the maximum
5. for wheat and the minimum 4s. One
price must be fixed. Of course different
prices can be fixed for different qualities.
I would suggest striking out the words
“maximum and minimum 7 and so
providing for fixing the prices which may
be lawlully charged. Or perhaps the
word ““maximum ” may be left in.
Last year many of the farmers had no
wheat to sell, and were buyers; there-
fore, they wanted a maximum price
fixed. This year the farmer: aro
soliers, and therefore they want s mini-
mum price fixed. If & minimum price
at which wheat is to be sold is fixed
above London parity, the export of
flour must necessarily be stopped. Under
such conditions we shall not be able to
export Aour, which is a trade we have
been trying to build up for years past.
The flour-millers will be thrown out of
employment : and the wheat will be
drivon away, to be sent Home on the
account sales and pooling system, the
very thing the farmers have been trying
to get clear of. The Premier has not
the comumon sense to grasp intricate com-
mercial questions. Let us not make an
exhibition of ourselves by passing an
absurd clause like this. I move at
ameéndment—

That in Subclause 1, linea 3 end 4, the
words ** or the maximum and minimum
prices ' be struck out.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : We have been
told to-night that it is possible to benafit
both parties, buyer and seller, by th
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same process. The farmer is to be paid
more for his wheat, and he is to sell it
at a cheaper price to the consumer.
That is obviously fallacious.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Dear wheat and
cheap bread is the idea.

Hon. J.MITCHELL : 1f we merely fixa
maximum price, it will suit the consumer
but not the purchaser. It would meet
the case if some such words as these wers
ingerted in the Clause, “in the case of
wheat to fix 8 minimum price for fair
average quality.”

The CHAIRMAN : We had better first
diecuss the striking out of the other
words.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : We shall affect
the usefulness of the measure if we strike
out those words without inserting other
words. If we amre to protect the pro-
ducer and the consumer we must amend
the clause. I think we ought to re-
port progress, or the Premier should
give us his assistance.

The Premier : I brought down a perfect
measure and you cannot improve on it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : It is a rotten
measure. I move—

That gprogress be reported.

Motion negatived.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 4, 5—agreed to.

Claugs 6—Corners and restrictions pro-
hibited :

Hon.J. MITCHELL : This clause pro-
vides that no man shall buy up or store
the necessaries of life with intent to raise
the prices thereof, or to prevent free
oirculation thereof, or without the con-
sent in writing of the Colonial Treasurer
export the necessaries of life to any place
beyond the limits of the Commonwealth.
The Premier knows well he has no power
over exports.

The Premier: We have.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The Premier has
not. The Commonwealth law provides
that we cannot export without the per-
mission of the Commonwealth Minister.

The Premier: Woe have control over
trade within our own borders.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier
knows that the Commonwsalth Govern-
ment are controlling exports to-day and
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that if anyone wants to export, a bond
must be put up. This clause will prove
a dead letter because it proposes to
override the Commonwealth law,

Mr. Bolton: It can leave this State
for esnother State without interference.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Produce.can
Jeave this State for England with the
permission of the Commonwealth Min-
ister, I suppose it is useless fo ask
the Premier to strike out this clause.
I think it should be struck cut. If the
Premier wants the clause retained, he
should deign to explain the necessity for
it

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 7 to 12—agreed to.

Title——agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment,
and the report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted
to the Council.

BILL—FREMANTLE MUNICIPAL
TRAMWAYS AND ELECTRIC
LIGHTING ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Al Stages.
Introduc-.d by the Minister for Works
and, read a first time.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WQORKS (Hoen.
W. C. Angwin—North-East Fremantle)
[3-27 a.m.] in moving the second reading
said : Sinee the last electric lighting
Bill was passed through both Houses,
negotiations have been in progress for
the F¥remantle board to take their
electricity from the Government scheme.
Thiz has been recommended by an
outside engineer, Mr. Curle Smith, of
Kalgoorlie, and unanimously adopted
by the Fremantle board. But the Act
under which the board works does not
give the board power to purchase
electricity from the Government. In
other words, while they have full con-
trol and management of their own
scheme, the board are not authorised
to spend money, as will be necessary
to meke provision for teking electricity
from the Government. Hon. members
can seo that the Bill merely empowers
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the board, i they so desirc, fto take
electricity from the Covernment. It
wilt be beneficial not only to the Govern-
ment scheme, but also to the munici-
pality. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second

time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

In Commiliee, etcetera.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment,
and the report adopted.

Read a third tiine and transinitled to
the Counecil.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan—
Brownhill-Tvanhoe) [3:32): I move—
That the House at ils rising aedjourn
till Freiday, 26th November, at 3 p.m.
Question passed
B

House adjourned at 3- 32 agp. (Friday).

Legislative Council,
Friday, 26th November, 1915,

Popers presented .
Bills: War Conncil, Message
Sale of quuor Regulation {No 2) “Assom-
bly's Mes-age, Conference ... 2863
Lond Aet. Amendment, Conference ...
Price of Goods, Zn.. defea:ed ... . 2853 2856
Fremantle Mumclpal Tramways nnd Electric

Lightiog Act Amendinent, nll stages 2801
Pennanent Reserve (No. 2), Assemh:y [ Mea o802
sage - . 289,
Approprmhon Com,, 3g. .. 2893
Adjournment, Close of Session . 2895

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
3 p.m., ard read prayers.
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PAPERS PRESENTED,

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Regula-
tions passed by the Executive Council
under Section 29 of the Industries
Assistance Aei. 2, Midland Junetion
municipality by-law, 3, Perth Public
Hospital. Annual Report.

BILL—WAR COUNCIL.

Message received from the Assembly
notifying that (he Council’'s amendment
had been ngreed to.

DITI—SALE OF LIQUOR REGULA-
TION (No. 2}.
Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received
and read notifying that it had disagreed
to the amendments made by the Counecil.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY Hon.
J. M. Drew——Central) [3.5]: It is my
intention to ask the House to agree to a
conference, :

That the following Message be seni
to the Legislative Assembly:—“In re-
ply Lo Message No. 6 from the Legis-
lative Assembly, the Legislative Coun-
cil requests a conference to comsider
the amendments made by the Legisla-
tive Council in the Sale of Liquor
Regulation Bill, to which the Legisla-
tive Assembly has disagreed; the con-
ference to consist of three managers,
namely, the Hon, J. M. Drew, Hon.
J. J. Holmes, and Hon. A. J. H. Saw.
Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH (East)
[315]: Have we reached the proper
staze for a conference? The Bill was
sent to us, we made amendments to if,
and sent it to anolher place which dis-
agreed with the amendments. We have
had no opportunily of considering iheir
reasons for the disagreement and we
have had no opportunity of saying
whether we are determined to press our
amendments or not. I would like to know
whether we have reached the stage for a
conference,

The PRESIDENT: I do not think we
have. T think we ought to go into Com-



